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Celebration of Lesley Charlton’s Silver Jubilee 
25 years of ministry  

 
 

During the weekend of 
11th and 12 th October 
celebrations were held 
at the Kingston United 
Reformed Church to 
mark the 25 th 
anniversary of Lesley 
Charlton’s ministry.   
See inside for a report and 
pictures. 

 
 

Not to be missed in November ….  
Each Sunday 
(except 23rd) 

16:15 for 
16:30 

A beginner’s guide to the Old Testament course 

Sat 1st 10:00–16:00 Looking at the Bible – Church study day (Vision 4 Life) 
Thu 6th 10-5 & 7-10 Brenda & Philip’s Cystic Fibrosis sale (see page 16) 
Sat 8th 10:00-16:00 

19:00–21:00 
Art sale in memory of Kathleen Clegg (see page 12) 
Elders’ “At Home” for people new to our church 

Sun 9th 11:00 Remembrance Sunday service (coffee served from 10am) 
 12:00 Church Meeting 
Wed 12th  19:30–21:00 Bible study on St. Paul and his letter to the church at 

Philippi (continues on 19th and 26th Nov – details from 
Ken Bartlett 8974 5453 or Ann McFarlane 8390 0234) 

Thu 20th  19:00 Street Pastors’ annual celebration at The Guildhall 

Sat 22nd 19:00 Big Band Night in the Mayo Hall  
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Church Diary from Oct 26 th to Nov 23 rd 
(For regular activities, please see inside back cov er) 

Sun 26th 10.00 
11.30 
16.15 
18.30 

Traditional worship 
Interactive worship with communion 
Introduction to the Old Testament 
Reflective worship 

Mon 27th   Activity Day 

Tue 28th   Activity Day 

Wed 29th  13:10 
15:30 

Lunchtime service, followed by review meeting 
Introduction to the Old Testament 

Sat 1st 10.00–16.00 Looking at the Bible – Church study day (Vision 4 Life) 
Sun 2nd 10.00 

11.30 
16.15 
18.30 
20.00 

Traditional worship with communion 
Interactive worship 
Introduction to the Old Testament 
Reflective worship at All Souls - Reflection 
Holy Space 

Wed 5th 13.10 
19.50 

Lunchtime service 
Elders’ meeting – Communications annual plan 

Sat 8th  10:00-16:00 
19.00–21:00 

Art Sale in memory of Kathleen Clegg 
New People’s at Home 

Sun 9th   
10.00 
11.00 
12.00 
12:00 
13:00 
16.15 
18.30 

Remembrance Sunday 
Coffee available 
11 o’clock service 
Church meeting 
Copy deadline for Church News – editor Tony Wenman 
Brigades lunch at the URC 
Introduction to the Old Testament 
Reflective worship 

Tues 11th 19:00 Meeting for stewards 

Wed 12th  19.30–21.00 Bible Study on St Paul and His Letter to the Church at Philippians, 
16, Calder Court, Britannia Road, Surbiton 

Sat 15th 10:00 Kids’ Stay and Play 

Sun 16th 10.00 
11.30 
16.15 
18.30 

Traditional worship 
Interactive worship 
Introduction to the Old Testament 
Reflective worship with communion 

Wed 19th  19:30-21:00 Bible Study on St Paul (see above for details) 
Thu 20th 19:00 Street Pastors’ Annual Celebration at the Guildhall 

Sat 22nd  19:00 Big Band Night 
Sun 23rd 10.00 

11.30 
18.30 

Traditional worship 
Interactive worship 
Reflective worship 
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Dear All, 
 
Sitting in the A and E and we waited. Care was great. Shifts 
coming and going like the tides rising and falling.  We 
commented that the person who kept us in tea was a more 
important person than the doctors in many ways. 
 
Did you know there are people whose job it is to go round in 
the morning and fill up the drawers and cupboards? They put 
out wipes and gloves. Check the whole range of equipment 
is there. They do not have direct contact with patients. They 
are not the people who get any thank you’s or are even 
noticed. Yet if one of the medical team is to do their job 
properly it is dependent on the fact that these people have 
done their work.  
 
Could it be that your job for God is like this? To do one thing 
in the background which goes unnoticed - except by God of 
course? Could it be true of us as a community as well? That 
we are the people who make the tea and ensure that other 
people can do the big flashy thing. At the freshers’ curry 
there were people around talking to the students and making 
people feel welcome. There also needed to be people 
peeling potatoes and cleaning up afterwards. God was at 
work in the small stuff as well as well as what is seen as the 
big and important things.  
 
Some people need to be seen to be doing things. They need 
the applause and credit. However understandable it is, this is 
not a good thing. The Lord requires that we do what we do 
for God. That we are humbly fulfilling our calling. This is true 
whether we are needed to be in the centre of the stage or 
filling up the supplies.  One needs to be careful that value 
comes from doing God’s work rather than the applause.  
 

Lesley 
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Derek’s Comment 
 
Anniversaries are important for all of us – 
particularly the big ones like centenaries 
as well as the half and quarter ones.  
The Elders were therefore very 
interested to hear that Lesley would be 
celebrating her silver jubilee as a 
Minister in the United Reformed Church 
on the weekend of 11th and 12th October.  
We all agreed that a special Sunday 
evening service would be the best way of 
marking this and we noted that Lesley 
wanted to sponsor a tea beforehand and 
a drink afterwards as a token of her 
appreciation of our support.  The other 
consideration was that this would be the 
second Sunday in the month when we 
normally combine the morning services 
into one at 11 o’clock.  October is also 
the month for the Harvest Festival and 
the time when we have a collection for 
Commitment for Life.  This year we’re 
supporting people in Zimbabwe, which 
led us to the idea of arranging another 
sale of their sculptures.  Apart from all 
this, the Elders wanted to organise a 
surprise function for Lesley – but the only 
way to do this was to ask the Social 
Committee to include some unexpected 
items in the Harvest Supper programme 
on the Saturday.  They did this and it 
was most enjoyable as well as being well 
attended. 
 
Judging by the large numbers of people 
attending each of the services and 
functions it can be assumed that the 
majority of our members and friends 
must have attended at least once.  I think 
this is why it turned into such a notable 
weekend. There was clearly an 
overwhelming desire to show our 
appreciation of the 11 years of Lesley’s 
ministry in Kingston.  During this time 
she has consistently shared her 
considerable knowledge of the Bible with 

us, provided us with spiritual guidance 
and been ever ready with appropriate 
pastoral care.  It was good to have this 
opportunity for being able to say thank 
you. 
 
One of Lesley’s strengths is that her 
approach to worship is both orthodox 
and radical. It was therefore not 
surprising that the evening service was 
unusual and reflected Lesley’s personal 
choice. We were ably led by Alison 
Adam in unaccompanied part singing of 
quiet and reflective music which was 
largely associated with Iona.   In sharp 
contrast the service opened and closed 
with music from CDs which I felt 
reflected the hectic and confused life of 
today in places like Kingston. The 
sermon was preached by the Rev John 
Waller who was Minister of Purley URC 
when Lesley started her ministry by 
working as his assistant.  It was good to 
see people from Purley at the service as 
well a many others who have known 
Lesley over the years and wanted to 
support her as she reached this 
milestone in her life.   
 
The other thing that impressed me about 
the weekend was the way so many of 
our members and friends contributed by 
providing such excellent catering as well 
as outstanding floral displays in the 
sanctuary.  The logistics also seemed to 
work so effortlessly which meant there 
was a lot of hard work going on in 
moving chairs and tables and generally 
ensuring that everything was in the right 
place at the right time.  There is no doubt 
that there is general feeling of a high 
level of cooperation and goodwill 
amongst us which must surely be one of 
the hallmarks of a Church which is going 
in the right direction.          Derek Winsor
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Pastoral News as at 18 th October 2008 
 
·  Cathy S’s mother has sadly died. We think of Cathy and her family in their time 

of grieving. 
 
·  We also heard the sad news that Stella T’s sister has died. Our condolences 

go to Stella, Ray and family at this time. 
 
·  Ray C had to return urgently to hospital due to two pulmonary emboli. Ray 

recovered quickly and is now home. 
 
·  Ann M at time of writing is in Kingston Hospital having investigations.  
 
·  Gloria M is recovering well after day surgery. 
 
·  Tony W’s back pain is much better.  
 
·  Congratulations to Ivan and Kylie T who have had a baby girl, Ivana, a 

grandchild to Peggy and David. 
 
·  Congratulations to also Lesley who celebrated 25 years as a URC Minister.  

We pray for her and her family 
 
·  Our thoughts and prayers are also with those on our regular prayer list: 
  Margaret F     Philip, Olwen and William S 
   Malcolm L      Alan C  
  Munroe M      Colin V  
  Olive and Jim W     Enid C 
  Muriel A      Hilda T  
  Patty D     Mimi W 
 
·  We also think of those who are caring for someone at home: 
  Virginia T      Nigel T 
  Lilian V     Enid C’s family 
 

Maggie Arnold  
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Thank you from Lesley 
 
The weekend of the celebrations of 25 years in ministry had many high spots for 
me. I enjoyed it very much. The Supper, the Harvest Festival and the service in 
the evening.  
 
Margaret Golding said that at one point she looked round and there were 11 
people working in the kitchen on the Sunday afternoon. There were many more 
Saturday night plus those who did jobs in other places. Thanks to all of you.  
 
Thank you for the generous cheque. I am going to spend it on a piece of sculpture 
from Zimbabwe to go outside in the garden. I am going to do this for 3 reasons: 
1) I will have something to remember the occasion; 2) It is a good cause – the 
money going directly to keep people alive, a great use of money; 3) Ray will never 
again be able to say that I have done nothing in the garden in all the time we have 
lived in that manse.         Thanks, Lesley 

 
 

 
Dancing on a Saturday night  

 

 
Any dream will do  

Joseph 
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Derek  
Some Charltons dancing 

 

 
 

Another Charlton – not dancing! 

 
 

Some of the fabulous kitchen crew! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Unfortunately the pictures of Sunday did not come out very well,  
but hope you enjoy these of Saturday.  Ed. 
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International Bible Reading Association 
 

 
 
 

The members of this association promise to read each day the Bible passage for 
the day and to pray for each other.  The Bible should be read carefully and with 
prayer that the Holy Spirit will help the reader to understand.   
 
IBRA is part of Christian Education and is active in promoting regular reading of 
the Bible all over the world.  IBRA produces Bible reading cards in different 
languages.  Light for our Path and Words for Today daily Bible reading notes are 
based on these readings and are available from: 
 

IBRA, 1020 Bristol Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29  6LB 
 

Tel: 0121 472 4242; Fax: 0121 472 7575; email: sales@christianeducation.org.uk 
 
Readings for the month can be downloaded from www.christianeducation.org.uk 
 
The reading list for 2009 will be photocopied and included as a service paper 
insert.  In the meantime, readings for week 27th Oct to 2nd Nov are copied below: 
 
SEEING GOD IN CREATION     Dust to dust     Text for the week: Psalm 90:12  
 

Mon 27th Psalm 90:1-12 
Tue 28th Psalm 103:1-14 
Wed 29th  Psalm 63 
Thu 30th  Jeremiah 14:1-10 
Fri 31st  Psalm 65 
Sat 1st John 8:1-11 
Sun 2nd  Luke 8:4-15 
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Foyer Charity Box 
 
Thank you to all members and foyer 
friends who contributed to the appeal 
for YADAPA (Young and Disabled 
and Positively Artistic).  We have 
passed a total of £217.00 to them. 
Many of you saw the work that this 
small organisation does during their 
time using the Richard Mayo Hall in 
August, so you will know that it is a 
really worthwhile cause. 
 
The Community Ministry Team has 
selected the next cause to be 
supported and has decided to use the 
Charity Box to contribute to the 
Shower Project. You will know from 
previous news that this is the project 
to turn one of the toilets on the first 
floor into a shower.  This idea was 
called “a Godsend” by Kingston 
Churches Action on Homelessness 
(KCAH). It will be for people who 
often have no access to hot water to 
keep clean. So we are talking about 
the homeless and this means that 
here in the centre of Kingston this is 

something long lasting we can do to 
help others.  
 
The Community Ministry Team asks 
for your help in bringing this project to 
fruition. Please remember that you 
can Gift Aid your contribution which 
adds substantially to your gift. There 
are usually envelopes for this by the 
box at the back of the church, or ask 
a steward. Once again, many thanks 
for the loyal and generous support 
you have given to all the charities 
supported by the box in the foyer.  
 

Barbara Fielding 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The following is an extract from one of Lesley’s sermons in October which a 
member of the congregation that day requested to have included in Church News: 
 
The point of being a vineyard is to produce fruit.  What does that mean?  What is 
fruit? ….. I would suggest fruit is to do our job and to be faithful.  Our job is to 
serve Jesus in this place.  We are set in the middle of Kingston.  What does that 
mean?  How are we to be judged as being worthy of being uprooted and 
destroyed or blessed?  The challenges in this area are many but let me repeat my 
song – 3 areas: those who make themselves vulnerable in the night time; the 
lonely of whom there are many in a whole range of ages; the debt ridden.  This 
last group will rise in the next few years and it could be that this is our next area of 
major challenge. 
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Suk In’s slot – Are you English? 
 
 
When I went to Edinburgh I attended 
a training course at St Colm’s House, 
which for many years was the Church 
of Scotland’s Lady Missionary’s 
training centre and later an 
International Ecumenical centre.  The 
centre is called World Exchange.  I 
have good memories of attending 
another training course at this place 
about ten years ago when as an 
ecumenical worker I was with many 
Eastern Europeans and Africans. 
 
I asked the people, “Are you 
English?” and many said, “Noo! We 
are Scottish.”  What image do you 
have of the Scots? A man wears a 
skirt? Are there many thistles? Does 
everyone in Scotland eat porridge and 
haggis? Do they really enjoy the 
sound of the bag-pipes? Does 
everyone drink Spiritual Water 
(whiskey)? 
 
I saw that they are a proud nation, 
rich and warm hearted.  They have 
stone houses, presumably to keep out 
the cold and rain, beautiful scenery, 
good rich soil and clear pure water.  
They are a little different from the 
English.  The way they pronounce 
English is different and their political 
and historical backgrounds are 
different.  Also their religious 
background is different.  I enjoyed 
staying there because of the 
Presbyterian background, which is 
closer to my church background in 
Korea. 
 

It is a beautiful place to stay, but we 
had to work hard at our course. The 
URC provides extra training for New 
and established Ministers.  During the 
first three years of a minister’s 
appointment there are several 
compulsory courses. This was one of 
them. We were considering Pastoral 
Care, Multi-Media, Time Management 
and Conflict etc.  These subjects are 
very useful for a new Minister or 
Chaplain. 
 
That is such a good time to think and 
reflect on our first energetic 
movement in local church. We met 
many different situations and new 
things happening with church 
members and friends, theory and 
practice is different. But sharing our 
experiences is a very exciting to talk 
with other new ministers. We still feel 
we have much love from our church 
members and friends. I heard the 
story that our God is not different for 
the Scots and English. We are 
brothers and sisters in Christ. God is 
with us all the time when we have his 
work to do and have many supporters 
and co-workers. 
 
We are not lonely because of you. 
Thanks. 
 
Dear my Scottish friends Oh! I have 
found that you have long sleeves and 
short pockets. That is the same as the 
Koreans.  
 

Rev. Suk-In, Lee 
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Stay and Play 
 
Stay and Play happens on the 3rd 
Saturday morning in the month 
between 10 and 1. It is an opportunity 
for families to meet up and is a space 
for children to play, drive around in 
dodgems and “be creative”!! 
 
We are seeing between 5 and 10 
families most sessions now. Some 
come every time and there are new 
faces most times.  

The dodgems, trains and anything 
messy – paint, water or sand, are 
popular with the children and ‘real’ 
coffee, home-made cakes and a 
chance to sit down and talk are 
popular with the parents, although I 
think some are quite jealous that 
they’re too big for the dodgems! 
Why not come and see us? The 
remaining sessions for this term are: 
15th November and 20th December.  
 

 
Girls’ Brigade 90 th Birthday 

 
We are celebrating this with an 
Activity Day for Adults on Saturday 
13th December. Come and be 
introduced to a computer by some of 
the Seniors, Company and Brigaders 
from the Brigades and have some tea 
as well. This will be helpful if you are 
not sure how these strange machines 
work, or why you might want to work 
one at all; or if you are quite confident 
and would like to learn a bit more. It 
will also help them as for the Boys’ 
Brigade 125th they have to do 125 
minutes (at least) Community Service.  
 
On Sunday 14th December the Gift 
Service, nativity play, church parade, 
etc etc will be followed by a 
celebratory lunch. We would love to 

welcome any former members or 
friends of the GB or BB to the service 
and for lunch. Please let me know on 
07960 330556, 
emilyrayoung@hotmail.com if you 
would like to come or know someone 
else who would as soon as possible 
so that we can make a reasonable 
guess at how many people we are 
feeding.  
 
You might also be interested to know 
that its not only 90 years of Girls’ 
Brigade at Kingston United Reformed 
Church but also in Kingston as 1st 
Kingston based at Union Street 
Baptist are also celebrating this year.  

 
Emily Young  

 
Brenda’s Cumbrian joke 

 
Seeing little Tommy had spent much of the lesson gazing out of the classroom 
window, his teacher asked him if he could give three different types of windows.  
After a quick thought, he replied: “Yes Miss …. Oppen, shut and broken.” 
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In brief ….  

Street Pastors 
 

Our experience as Street Pastors in 
Kingston is similar to that of others all 
over the country...see this link for a 
report of Street Pastors in Plymouth. 
 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/com
ment/faith/article4877404.ece 
 
Perhaps this will make you think 
about joining the team – as a Street 
Pastor, or as a Prayer Pastor. Or why 
not come along as a visitor and join 
us one Friday or Saturday night (you 
don't have to commit to the whole 
night!). 

Teresa James 

Oxygen e-Newsletter 
 
Following the inspiring talk from 
Richard James of Oxygen at our last 
church meeting, if you have access to 
email, why don’t you keep in touch 
with Oxygen’s plans to work “better, 
wider and deeper” with the young 
people of Kingston by signing up for 
the Oxygen e-newsletter?   
 
You can find the link at 
http://www.oxygen-
online.org/OxygenNews.html 
 
See also Teresa’s article on Oxygen 
later in this issue of Church News! 

 
 
 

 
 

Flowers for November 
 

2nd Liz Cook 
9th Barbara Parker 
16th Brenda and Phil Crump 
23rd Margaret Golding 
30th Maggie Arnold 
 

 
 
Photo is of Wonderful Harvest decorations! 

 
 

 
 

Art Show 
 

On Saturday 8 November between 
10:00 and 16:00, I am organising a 
show of Artists’ work in the Vestibule. 
 
Paintings and drawings will be for 
sale. 
 
Kathleen Clegg and I were students 
together at an Art Course in Kingston 
and money collected from the 
exhibitors will be donated to the 
church in memory of Kathleen.   
 

David Richards 
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NOT STRICTLY DANCING! 
Classes: Friday 2pm (beginners); 3pm (improvers) 

or come for the whole session: 2–5pm 
(NO CLASSES 0CT 17TH AND 24TH, RESTART Oct 31 st) 

 

 
 

There is clearly an urge to dance in 
Kingston – and many would-be 
dancers come to the weekly Ballroom 
and Latin American dancing in the 
Mayo Hall, with Jeff and Debs Clark 
on Friday afternoons. Jeff teaches the 
waltz, quickstep, foxtrot and tango, 
plus samba, cha cha cha, rumba and 
salsa, and a taste of ballroom jive.  
 

Some dancers come along with 
partners, but some do not, and there 
can be more women than men – but a 
“bus-stop” arrangement makes sure 
that everyone dances, and Jeff 
dances with all the women as often as 
possible.  He also leads one or two 
numbers of salsa or line dancing, 
where no-one needs a partner. 
 

We’ve now been dancing for 10 
months – with seven Tea Dances in 
and amongst the classes, especially 
during the summer months.  Here, we 
serve a scrumptious cream tea at the 
interval – it’s worth coming just for the 
tea!  We are gradually getting better 

known – and Kingston includes us on 
its Active Living Directory, so that 
dancers can get their “passports” 
stamped each time they come along! 
 

The Community Ministry Group, 
working to use our buildings in ways 
that benefit the wider community, 
started the classes when June Avery 
“found” Jeff, without whom the 
dancing would not exist. We staff the 
event with the help of other church 
members, provide the refreshments, 
and gradually some of the dancers 
have joined in to become a part of the 
whole organisation.  90% of the 
dancers come from beyond the 
church – it is truly a Community 
event!   All are welcome – classes 
cost £4.00 each, and Tea Dances 
£5.00, or just drop in, meet people 
and see what is going on. And bring 
your friends! 
Liz Cook, June Avery, Barbara Fielding 
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All at Sea – 

Sculpture from Zimbabwe 
 
Tucked away in one of the hundreds 
of containers stacked on board the 
MSC ELENI currently on route from 
Durban SA to Felixstowe are 4 crates 
of sculptures weighing almost 3 
tonnes.  2 crates are destined for 
Crawley and Horsham URC’s who are 
extremely busy planning week long 
sales in both church halls during 
November.  One of the 2 other crates 
for Walton on Thames contains 
something rather special – a large 
stunning sculpture commissioned by 
a local community body which will 
hopefully give the artists considerable 
publicity.  
 

 
 
The other crate contains some orders 
from URC members all over the 

country. The crates also contain crafts 
made at Silveira House – uniquely 
designed baskets, handmade batiks, 
necklaces made from malachite 
stone, birds made from various 
seeds; a veritable treasure trove.  
 
There is a fair chance the proceeds 
from various sales over the next few 
months will support the artists and 
their extended families of almost 200 
souls for most of next year despite 
inflation increasing by 11.2 million% in 
June. Previous sales have covered 
the cost of useful items such as a 
radio phone purchased over the 
internet from China. This is currently 
being installed and when linked to a 
laptop will ease communications 
problems.  
 
So although the situation in 
Zimbabwe is still desperate on 
numerous fronts the URC have 
thrown fellow Christians and their 
families a lifeline of hope and reason 
to struggle on. It is nice to be able to 
provide some GOOD news for a 
change. To view samples of the 
artists’ work please click on; 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/2770469
1@N06/sets/72157605628074249 

John Simpson 

John Simpson is a member of the 
URC in Walton.  In his retirement he 
is doing his best to help a community 
in Zimbabwe by importing their 
sculptures through Silveria House and 
then selling them at churches like 
ours.  John has spoken at our Men's 
Forum and also visited us on 12th 
October with sculptures for sale. 
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Commitment for Life 
 

John Simpson has also forwarded to 
us the following letter of thanks from 
David Harold-Barry (the Jesuit 
operations director at Silveira House 
in Zimbabwe) following Kingston 
URC’s decision to commit this year’s 
Commitment for Life collection to 
Silveira House.  
 
John also tells us that the 
Zimbabwean artists are overjoyed 
with the sculpture sale result. The 
recent money John sent, which 
arrived last week, has gone to pay 
school fees, medicines and food. 
They will all be disappearing soon 
dragging bags of groceries -- simple 
items but nowadays luxuries to all 
their extended families deep in the 
rural areas of the country which is the 
hardest hit.  
 
“Kingston’s double effort will lift the 
spirits of 200 or so people. It gives 
them HOPE and you cannot put a 
price on that!  Well done Kingston!” 
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A word of thanks to KURC  
 
I am teaching some early church 
history at the moment and have noted 
once again the emphasis Paul put on 
the collection. He made a big thing of 
the churches helping each other. That 
is exactly what you have done and we 
are so grateful.  
 
I have just heard of a mother losing 
two of her children in a remote part of 
the country through starvation. After 
their deaths she left her home and 
travelled to her sister's place quite far 
away only to discover that her sister 
was living on food donated by the 
church there.  There are warnings of 
widespread starvation and yet we 
have an administration in this country 
that does not seem to care. There is 
no compassion. It seems some 
people in leadership are only thinking 
of their own survival. It is very hard to 
know how people get by from day to 
day. Everything is unbelievably 
expensive. Our inflation is now 
beyond all bounds at 231 million %. 
How they work it out I don't know. But 
this figure is official.  
 
We are now on the threshold of the 
rainy season, the planting season. 
But there is very little grain or fertiliser 
so we are all wondering how people 
are going to survive. As I write there 
is talk, once again, of a power sharing 
agreement but if they are serious why 
is it taking so long? People are weary 
and stressed and it is getting harder 
to laugh.  
 
Thank you for your prayers and 
support.      David Harold-Barry 
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Oxygen – how could YOU help? 
St Peters Church, London Road, Kingston, KT2 6QL 

Tel 020 8547 0566, info@oxygen-online.org 
 

ID: supporting the young people who need extra help ….. 
 
The ID project is Oxygen’s targeted scheme for young people aged 11 -14 who 
have been identified and referred to Oxygen because they are deemed in need of 
extra support. ID currently runs in three schools around RBK: Coombe Boys, 
Tolworth Girls and Hollyfield, Surbiton. 
 
The aim of ID, a school funded, Oxygen run scheme is to provide a safe 
supportive place for those young people who the school recognise as needing 
some extra care. Through games, art, discussion and play alongside supportive 
adults, ID aims to help the young people discover more about who they are, 
where their skills and interests lie as well as encouraging them to think about their 
hopes, beliefs and future.  
 
ID is staffed by an Oxygen Project coordinator and supported by gap year workers 
and vitally important local volunteers. The local volunteers are people who act as 
older, supportive role models, providing mentoring connections and care for the 
young people, showing and helping them think about lifestyle alternatives. 
 
Oxygen is looking for more local volunteers to join with its ID project, and 
therefore connecting with some of the young people in our area who most in need 
of care.  
 
So if you are a parent or grandparent who could spa re a couple of hours 
during the day each week to help out, then why not come along and serve 
squash and biscuits, join in with the games or stor y telling, and give time to 
help Kingston’s young people find their ID! 

 
Carol Clack 

ID: Tolworth Girls 
(Mon, Tues, Weds, Thurs 

afternoons) 
carol.clack@oxygen-

online.org 
020 8547 0566 

 

Kate Davies 
ID: Coombe Boys 

Thurs Daytime 
kate.davies@oxygen-

online.org 
020 8547 0566 

 

Kurstie Wheatley 
IDs:Hollyfield 

Thurs Afternoon 
kurstie.wheatley@oxygen-

online.org 
020 8547 0566 

 

 
For more information contact these people above or speak to Teresa James 
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                    WALKING WITH PETER                  
 

 
 
A few years ago, Peter Ashdown started 
to follow the London Ring walks in order 
to regain fitness after serious heart 
surgery 
 
Peter now leads walks around London 
once a month for friends of the church.  
He researches the route, to tell us the 
background of the places we pass; he 
scouts for good coffee break and lunch 
stops, and he has introduced his walkers 
(a varying group, usually about a dozen) 
to some fascinating nooks and crannies 
that we would never have visited without 
him. 
 
The latest walk took us to East London.  
From the DLR station at Limehouse, we 
crossed the Canal Basin and began a 
route alongside the Grand Union Canal. 
London’s first Ragged School, founded 
by Dr Barnardo, stands beside the canal 
and is now a museum of early London 
schooling, inspired by the famous 
philanthropist. School parties don 
Victorian pinafores and have a lesson in 
the old formal style, though we escaped 
the authoritarian treatment!  On through 
Mile End Park, which follows the canal 
on land often freed up by post-war slum 
clearance, we admired the use of wild-
flower planting among the grasses.  

Turning away from the canal into Victoria 
Park, we became aware of the surprising 
amount of green space in this part of 
London. Victoria Park was created in the 
19th century in response to concern over 
the poor health of east Londoners as the 
city spread and industry swallowed up 
people’s lives. It is home to sports, and 
to many big music events, as well as 
being the “lungs” of this part of London – 
between Bethnal Green and Hackney. 
 
Beyond Victoria Park, we rejoined the 
canals – this time the Hertford Union 
which connects the Grand Union to the 
River Lea Navigation. Through Old Ford 
and across the canals and river, we 
followed the route of a major sewer (!) 
which led us to the massive activity on 
the future Olympic site.  Banks of giant 
cement silos, dozens of huge cranes, a 
constant flow of cement lorries and 
monster earth-shifting equipment 
assured us that the progress we read of 
is a solid reality, four years ahead of 
2012. 

We are all very grateful to Peter for 
his patient shepherding of the KURC 

slow-coaches! 
Liz Cook 

 
Ragged School of Dr Barbardos, beside the Grand 
Union Canal 
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THE MAYONNAISE JAR AND 
THE COFFEE 

 
When things in your life seem almost 
too much to handle, when 24 hours in 
a day are not enough, remember the 
mayonnaise jar and the coffee …. 
 
A professor stood before his philoso-
phy class and had some items in front 
of him.  When the class began, word-
lessly, he picked up a very large and 
empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded 
to fill it with snooker balls.  He then 
asked the students if the jar was full.  
They agreed that it was.   
 
The professor then picked up a box of 
pebbles and poured them into the jar.  
He shook the jar slightly.  The 
pebbles rolled into the open spaces 
between the snooker balls.  He then 
asked the students again if the jar 
was full.  They agreed it was.   
 
The professor next picked up a box of 
sand and poured it into the jar.  Of 
course, the sand filled up everything 
else.  He asked once more if the jar 
was full.  The students responded 
with a unanimous “yes”.   
 
The professor then produced two 
cups of coffee from under the table 
and poured the entire contents into 
the jar, effectively filling the empty 
space between the sand.  The 
students laughed.   
 
“Now”, said the professor as the 
laughter subsided, “I want you to 
recognise that this jar represents your 
life.  The snooker balls are the 

important things – God, family, your 
children, your health, your friends and 
your favourite passions – things that if 
everything else was lost and only they 
remained, your life would still be full.  
The pebbles are the other things that 
matter like your job, your house and 
your car.  The sand is everything else 
– the small stuff.” 
 
“If you put the sand into the jar first”, 
he continued, “there is no room for 
the pebbles and the snooker balls.  
The same goes for life.  If you spend 
all your time and energy on the small 
stuff you will never have time for the 
things that are important to you.  Pay 
attention to the things that are critical 
to your happiness.  Play with your 
children.  Take time to get medical 
check-ups.  Take your partner out to 
dinner.  Play another frame of 
snooker.  There will always be time to 
clean the house and fix the waste 
disposal.  Take care of the snooker 
balls first, the things that really matter.  
Set your priorities.  The rest is just 
sand.” 
 
One of the students raised her hand 
and enquired what the coffee 
represented.  The professor smiled.  
“I’m glad you asked.  It just goes to 
show that no matter how full your life 
may seem, there’s always time for a 
couple of cups of coffee with a friend.” 

   
 
From a newsletter of St John’s URC, 
Orpington. 
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Religious education – 80 years of personal experien ces! 
 
Tony Wenman has written articles over the last couple of Church News editions 
on religious education in schools in the 1930s and 21st Century style.  Some time 
ago I canvassed church members on their memories of how religion was taught 
during their school days.  With apologies for the delay, below are some 
contributions.  I’m sure they’ll bring back some memories. 

“In the Infants School in the 1930’s 
religious teaching at school was very 
much like Sunday school today 
 
But when we moved up to junior 
school it was treated very seriously.  
Each morning there was a school 
assembly when we sang hymns; 
there were Bible readings, psalms 
and prayers.  Once a week, the vicar 
or curate came to teach us. 
 
For homework we were required to 
learn ,by heart ….. 
 
·  The Catechism 
·  The Ten Commandments 
·  Various Psalms 
·  The Parables 
 
We were then tested on these.  It was 
not treated lightly if we were not word-
perfect by the time we were ready to 
move to secondary school.” 

Joan Butler 
 

 
“At Holywell Grammar School in the 
1930’s we were taught in English, 
even though Welsh was the first 
language for many of us.  The 
headmaster was a very religious man 
and we had assemblies each morning 
and sometimes before going home 
too.  I can’t remember doing an exam 
in scripture.   

As a primary school teach in the late 
40’s and early 50’s I used to read 
stories about Jesus to my class, and 
the children used to listen and enjoy – 
they were much more attentive and 
better behaved than when I returned 
to teaching briefly in the 1970’s!” 

Margaret Evans (Bron’s mum) 
 
 
“Primary/junior school for me was 
1943 (war time) to 1949 (still 
rationing).  Schools had 'assembly' at 
the start of each day with the singing 
of a couple of hymns and the Lord's 
Prayer.  I attended various schools 
finishing with a C of E school, St 
James' when I was 9-11 yrs. 
 
At St James we had the usual 
assembly with hymns and the Lord's 
Prayer.  In the autumn we also had 
choir practice after school for those 
who wanted, leading to a 2 night carol 
service/performance in a local church.  
I don't remember any specific 
teaching or lessons on religion. 
 
Grammar School was in Finchley 
(11+, yrs 1949 -1954).  Again we only 
had assembly (one third of the school 
were Jewish and had their own 
separate 'assembly'). Assembly 
included announcements, a hymn and 
I think also a prayer. 
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We had RE once a week, but it was 
presented in a very boring fashion, as 
an account of Old Testament events - 
Moses crossing the Red Sea, Noah 
and his ark etc, with no theological 
input or discussion.  We were not 
taught at all about other religions 
Again, the Jewish boys had a 
separate class.   
 
I don't remember there ever being an 
issue of Jewish versus non-Jews - we 
all got on as friends. I do remember 
there was one boy who couldn't play 
football for the school team if it was 
on a Saturday.” 

Phil Crump 
 
 
“The awful thing is that I remember 
almost nothing from several years of 
"R E" at school.  So much for my 
attentiveness.   
 
My chief memory is of trying to read 
parts of the New Testament in the 
original Greek; but I think the focus 
was more on how the language had 
changed from the classical period, 
than on the substance of the Gospels 
and Letters, or even the historical 
aspects of the Acts.” 

James Fells 
 
 
“I took my O-Level Scripture a year 
early.  This was the 70’s and we were 
only taught about Christianity, I can’t 
remember much mention of any other 
world religions. 
 
We were given excellent notes that I 
virtually learnt by heart.  I regurgitated 
this knowledge in the exam and 

achieved my A grade.  I worked hard 
but my friends all said that it was easy 
for me as my father was a Methodist 
minister.  I’m not sure about that 
giving me an advantage, but going to 
chapel probably helped.” 

Bron Robinson 
 
 
During the first RS lesson in year 7 at 
Teddington School (2001), my 
teacher asked the class how many of 
us were Christian. One person in 30 
put up their hand – me.  Thirty 
students learning about Christianity 
and only one believing it.  
 
The main two religions studied in 
detail were Islam and Christianity.  All 
students UK wide study Christianity, 
but the school chooses the second 
religion.  
 
During the years leading up to GCSE 
we studied Sikhism and Judaism. We 
learnt basics such as food rules for 
Judaism, appearance and artefacts 
that are important to Sikhs.  
 
Passing the exam was reduced to a 
simple formula: Some Many Most. 
You just had to learn some quotes by 
heart and not generalise ALL 
believers of a religion as one. 
Teddington’s A/A* rate at GCSE was 
about 90%.  

Rebecca Seymour 
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Friendship Walk for the Breast 
Cancer Campaign 

Thank you to Church Members 
and Friends  

 
On 5th October, Ann Macfarlane and 
her friend Helen Walton joined over 
200 other people at Wisley to raise 
money for breast cancer awareness 
and research.   The rain was 
ceaseless but the event was fun.  So 
thank you to those who contributed at 
very short notice and helped raise the 
target of £12,500 by £250. 
 
 

And another thank you for 
sponsorship  

 
The final total for Cathy Seymour and 

Bron Robinson’s run in aid of 
Transplant Awareness earlier this 

year came to a fantastic £916.  
Thanks so much to all who gave so 

generously. 
 

 
 

 
 

Beer and Carols? 
 

Richard James of Oxygen has had an idea to arrange an evening of beer and 
carols at one of Kingston’s pubs.  This is based on an idea that Richard has seen 
working really well at Greenbelt Christian festival in the last few years – a beer 
tent packed out with people singing hymns as they also enjoyed a drink and a 
chat.  One of his ideas is to include invitations to Christmas carol services, plus 
other appropriate information, e.g. a verse, a phone number for further 
information, etc.  If anyone is interested in helping Richard get his idea off the 
ground this Christmas, please contact him on 020 8547 0566.   
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A reminder! 
 

Car boot-less / table top sale  
An opportunity to clear the decks at home 
before Christmas.  The Mayo Hall has been 
booked for Saturday 6 December for a car-less 
boot or table top sale.  50% of proceeds will be 
given to a Church cause.  This is open to 
suggestions but the options include the shower 
installation or the 2009 church weekend. 
 
Please see Heather Lodge to book a stall or to 
offer help to organise this event. 

 
 

Regular weekly 
activities at our church 

 
Monday: 
10.00 Parents & Toddlers  
 (during school terms) 
 
Tuesday: 
10.00 Parents & Toddlers 
 (during school terms) 
16.00 The Room  
 (during school terms) 
 
Wednesday:   
10.00 Parents & Toddlers  
 (during school terms) 
10.45 Men’s Forum  
 (first Wednesday monthly 
 except August) 
13.10 Lunchtime service 
14.15 Women’s Fellowship 
 (weekly except August) 
19.30 Prayer meeting 
 
Thursday:   
16.00 The Room  
 (during school terms) 
19.00  International Friends’ Café 
 
Friday:   
from 17.30  Girls’ Brigade  
 (during school terms) 
from 17.30  Boys’ Brigade 
 (during school terms) 
22.00 All night prayers and  
 Street Pastors (until 04:00) 
 
Saturday:   
22.00 Street Pastors (until 04:00) 
 

How to contribute  to Church News  
 

Contributions on matters of reflection and 
opinion as well as reports of activities are 
welcome. 
 
Copy for Church News  must reach the 
editor(s) no later than midday on the second 
Sunday of the month .  Electronic copy is 
preferred, by e-mail or on diskette.  Typed or 
hand-written copy should be left in the 
editor’s pigeon-hole opposite Room 6. 
 

The next copy deadline is 12 noon on 
Sunday, 9 th November 2008. 

Editor Tony Wenman. 
 

Thank you to Mail Boxes Etc,  
22 Eden St, Kingston, KT1 1DN, tel: 020 8547 1547  

for printing Church News 

www.kingstonurc.org 
 

You can also keep in touch with worship and activit ies at our church 
through our website.  Log on and subscribe to regul ar e-updates today! 
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Kingston United Reformed Church - Information 
 

A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in our 
services and activities. 

Our Sunday Services: 
 

Minister:  Rev Lesley M Charlton 
2 Regent Rd, Surbiton, KT5 8NL 

10:00 – Traditional Worship  
(with communion first Sunday monthly)  
 
11:30 – Interactive Worship  
(with communion on the last Sunday 
monthly) 

Tel: 020 8399 4423 
Email: minister:kingstonurc.org 
 
Associate Minister:  Rev Suk In Lee 
144 Malden Rd, New Malden, KT3 6DS 
Tel: 020 8949 2070 

 
18:30 – Reflective Worship  
(with communion on the third Sunday 
monthly) 

Email: leesukin@hotmail.com 
 
Church Secretary: Derek Winsor 
4 Quayside Walk, Charter Quay, Kingston, 
KT1 1HY 

20:00 – Contemporary Worship  
(on first Sunday monthly only) 

Tel: 020 8549 9967 

On the second Sunday  of each month 
a combined service at 11:00  replaces 
the 10:00 and 11:30 services. 

Church Treasurer:  Robin Hoar 
76 Langham Rd, Teddington, TW11 9HJ 
Tel: 020 8977 1524 

 
Tea and coffee  are served between the 
10:00 and 11:30 services, before the 
11:00 service on the second Sunday 
and after the 18:30 service. 

 
Church Organist:  Tony Wenman 
7 Common Rd, Claygate, KT10 0HG 
Tel: 01372 464709 

 
During the 10:00 service there are 
group activities for children  of all 
ages.  Children go to their group at the 
end of the second hymn.  Visiting 
children are welcome to join them. 
 

Premises Manager:  Michael Brennan 
Tel: 020 8549 1888 
Email: premises@urckingston.org.uk 
Premises are open from 08:00-18:00.  
 
Private Prayer:  The Sanctuary is open 
daily from 11:30 to 13:30. 

 
Kingston United Reformed Church is 
a member of the Local Ecumenical 

Project in Kingston Town Centre with 
its partners All Saints Parish Church 

in the Market Place and Kingston 
Baptist Church, in Union Street. 

Coffee and Tea:  Our foyer is normally 
open every weekday and Saturday from 
11:00 until 14:00 for coffee and tea. 
A Listening Ear:  If you would like to 
talk with someone about a matter of 
concern you should find someone 
wearing a badge in the foyer between 
11:00 and 14:00 on every weekday and 
Saturday who will be pleased to help. 

 


