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(for regular activities see inside back cover)

Sun. 28 June 10.00 Traditional Worship
11.30 Interactive Worship with Communion
18.30 Reflective Worship

Wed. 1 July 10.45 Wednesday Forum — John Barrett — Life on the Railways
20.00 Elders’ Meeting

Sat. 4 July 10.00 ALF Course

Sun. 5 July 10.00 Traditional Worship with Communion
11.30 Interactive Worship
13.00 Open House for places of worship in Kingston
18.30 Reflective Worship
Sat. 11 July 10.00 ALF Course
16.00 “Getting connected with Youth”

Sun. 12 July 10.00 Coffee
11.00 11 o’clock service for all Worshippers
Church News — copy to Tony Wenman by 12.00
12.00 Church Meeting - AGM
18.30 Reflective Worship
Wed. 15 July Rotherhithe Walk
Fri. 17 July 17.30 Brigades’ End of Year Service & Awards Presentation
Sat. 18 July Stay & Play

Sun. 19 July 10.00 Traditional Worship — Brigade Service

11.30 Interactive Worship

18.30 Reflective Worship with Communion
Wed. 22 July 13.30 Visit to Rose Theatre — “The Tiger who came to Tea”
Sat. 25 July 10.00 ALF Course

11.30 Summer Garden Party at New Malden URC (see pg.20)

Sun. 26 July 10.00 Traditional Worship
11.30 Interactive Worship with Communion
18.30 Reflective Worship
18.00 Meet for Meal & then 20.00 Holy Space

Advance Dates :

Wed. 29 July 19.30 “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat” at
Richmond Theatre (see pg. 16)

Sat. 1 Aug. 14.00 Garden Party at the Manse (see pg.8)
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Dear All

he Kingdom of God was the theme of our worship recently. What does
I it mean? It is one of the phrases that Jesus used all the time and yet
when we tried to define it, we found that to be a challenge. What do

you think? Could you let us know please?

Jesus, in his teaching, used parables/stories/metaphors to help his hearers
understand. So the Kingdom of God being like a seed is a regular picture.
Either it is a seed that grows secretly, or it is a seed that is very small to start
with and then grows into a big tree.

We also looked at the natural world for metaphors, with the Kingdom of God
being like a summer garden; that it is our aim to make the world like that
garden where everything is in bloom and looking lovely. At the moment we
are not there yet, but we are on the way.

So what pictures would you use?

Someone said that she saw the Kingdom when a big man bent to look after a
small child. She also said that the Kingdom of God was what popped into
her head when Nick Robinson walks into the church and says ‘good
moaning’!

Jesus said that the Kingdom of God is at hand and He also said it would be
in the future. The Kingdom of God is not all about what will happen after
death. So what difference does it make now? What difference does it make
to you? Do you think it is supposed to make any difference anyway?

Yours exploring,

Lesley

--00000--

ARE YOU CRAFTY?

By this we mean not are you sly, but are you a person who likes making
things — making cards for example? If so, please speak to Lesley.
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| am finding that one of the increasing pleasures in my life is being able to talk to
my grandchildren and others of their generation. [I've certainly had my share of
criticisms levied about the chronic financial problems throughout the world. Surely,
they say, it must have been blindingly obvious that we were living beyond our
means and that some bankers were behaving as if they were operating casinos.
“We know that you didn't do anything about it and neither did anyone else — so
successive generations are going to have to suffer”. And if that is not enough,
there’s the question of MP’s expenses. “What did you do about that?” The answer
is nothing. The one thing that | am trying to do something about at the present time
Is to draw attention to landlords who rip off residential leaseholders with excessive
service charges. This may not get anywhere, but | feel it's a cause worth fighting. |
don’t think any of us want to be remembered as someone who was always swept
along with the crowd. What's your next crusade?

I’'m delighted to hear that the URC has joined up with the Fresh Expressions
initiative which was initiated by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York and the
Methodist Council. It's all about new forms of church for a fast changing world. It's
designed to attract those who don’t come to church, by offering something new and
different alongside more traditional forms of worship. The Fresh Expressions
initiative is a real opportunity for Christians of all persuasions to join together in
mission and to share the Christian good news at a key moment in the life of our
nation. United Reformed members are already actively engaged in mission shaped
ministry, a nationwide course equipping leaders of Fresh Expressions, which has
over 1,000 students.

| think that one of the most under—addressed issues of our time is the lack of role
models for teenagers. I've no doubt that my grandchildren and their friends think |
represent a lost generation, and so one of them suggested that the Jonas Brothers
could have the answer. | was acutely aware of my ignorance, so | quietly checked
on Wikipedia through Google to find the following. (30,800,000 people had
previously visited the site!)

“The Jonases — an American pop boy band - are known for their wholesome,
"family-friendly" image, and the brothers are all committed Evangelical Christians.
Their father is a former Assembly of God pastor, and they were taught at home by
their mother. In addition, to signify their vow to abstain from premarital sex, on their
left-hand ring finger they all wear purity rings. Joe has said that the rings symbolize
"a promise to ourselves and to God that we'll stay pure till marriage,” and Nick had
stated that the rings are "just one of our ways of kind of like being different than
everybody else out there”. They reportedly started wearing the rings when their
parents, Denise and Kevin Sr., asked them if they wanted to. They also reportedly
abstain from alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. They are of Italian, Irish, German,
and Cherokee Indian descent.”

Let's talk about it! Derek Winsor
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Charlie Lemon , husband of Jean, who moved away some years ago, has
died. Charlie was not a Church member but Jean, who is now in a nursing
home, was a listener and served coffee.

John Cole has lymphoma of the shoulder blade and is having chemotherapy
as a day patient at the Royal Marsden Hospital.

Stella Taylor has been in and out of Kingston Hospital having had broken
ribs, pneumonia and a stroke and, now at home, continues to have a chest
infection and is very short of breath.

Alan Oscroft has had a knee replacement and is home from hospital and
making progress.

Colin Veale, who has been in Molesey Hospital for some weeks is, at the
time of going to press, due to be discharged home.

Tom & Margaret Fisken  Tom has been in and out of Kingston Hospital
following surgery and Margaret continues to have pain that does not yield
easily to medication.

Joan Butler is due to enter Kingston Hospital for surgery on 18 June.

Mary Williamson has been under investigation at Kingston Hospital and,
following medication, is much improved.

Ann Paterson had a finger operated on in St. George’s Hospital and is
making good progress at home.

The MacKay Family have all been ill, Munro & Joan having had severe
chest infections, and Ann has been in Kingston Hospital. She is now much
improved on medication and back at Blenheim Lodge.

Maggie Arnold continues to support both her sister, who is now home from
hospital, and her aunt.

Please remember all on our regular prayer list.

A Prayer for Healing
Compassion, dignity, respect, understanding, empathy, kindness and love we
ask, dear Lord, for those whom we have mentioned, and for those whose
concerns remain private. Nothing escapes you, Lord, and in your mercy hear
our prayers. Amen

Ann Macf arlane
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Congratulations to Munro MacKay and
his twin sister, Alex, who celebrated
their 90" birthdays in April. Munro and
Alex, who were born in Ardross,
entertained over 90 family and friends
from across the ages at a hotel in Tain.

This photo, by courtesy of the Ross-
shire Journal, shows Munro and Alex
with the celebratory cake.

/7 8

This is to thank all who contributed money on the 9" May for Silveira House
artists in Zimbabwe where the £206.50 will be put to good use. John
Simpson from Walton-on-Thames URC writes:

‘I know many of the artists and their families who are all dreadfully poor and
they will be thrilled to receive it in US dollars as soon as a courier becomes
available. The situation for most people there is as bad as ever, so your
effort comes as a real blessing. Best wishes and thanks a million for your
support.”

Ann Ma cfarlane

It is good to report that Ann has been awarded the OBE in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours List for “Services to Disabled People”. This is in addition to
the MBE previously received. Our congratulations to Ann on this well-
deserved recognition of her contribution to this important sphere of work. Ed.
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The speakers we have coming to our weekend away are Ann Morrissey
who will speak to us about the Church and the community and how it relates
to us at KURC.

We also have John Ellis , Treasurer of the United Reformed Church, and he
will be speaking about finance within the Church, how we got here and the
future.

There will be a separate programme arranged for the young people.

Outdoor alternatives for adults will be arranged according to the weather.
There will be opportunities for walks in the woods, games of various kinds
(eg croquet on the lawn, rounders and a variety of fun games) or perhaps just
a chance to relax. There will be something for everyone.

Have you signed up yet?
Stella Taylor

- 9

We of the social events team try to think of events that you would like to come to.
Some items are for pure but decent pleasure. Other events mix fun with some
fundraising. In the coming months we will be putting on a few things, some old
favourites and some new ideas. Please try to come along and bring someone new
who would also enjoy the event.

Saturday, 1 August, at 2 pm — 4 pm — GARDEN PARTY AT THE MANSE .
Bring and share food. Hot barbeque provided for you to cook your food.

Saturday, 10 October — KURC’s GOT TALENT !
Mayo Hall at 7 pm - 9 pm. No one can afford to miss this.

November 2009 - Date to be announced NEW ERA BIG BAND
Also, coming soon — CINEMA CLUB......... watch for details.

If you would like to help with these events and/or have ideas for new things to
organise please let us know.

Ray Charlton
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A reminder from Tony asking for those who can, to download Church News
from the website or receive a copy from Tony by e-mail. The response from
Bron’s article in the May issue was disappointing in that only one person from
another church asked for an e-mailed copy and only three people have said
they will download from the website. A lot more people need to have the
electronic version if we are to make a significant difference to the number of
copies ordered from the printers each month and make real savings.
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR YOUR ELECTRONIC COPY NOW from Tony at
tony.wenman@btinternet.com

2"700/ 12"1 2

Please note Victoria Ajani has reverted to her original ‘phone no. 8788 3384.

Stella and Ray Taylor would like to take this opportunity to thank all our
church friends for the love and support given whilst Stella has been ill.

We are so grateful for the cards, letters, ‘phone calls, flowers, visits and to
those who have fed and watered us. We would like to add that we cannot
thank Lesley enough for her frequent visits, cheering company and prayers.

Thank you folks. Stella and Ray

! 2ll 3"

| have done something rather stupid (not for the first time, of course). | have
lost a piece of paper with four names on, which was rather important. The
names were of those good people who responded to my suggestion asking if
anyone would care to join a group of us who donate £1 a month or (more
easily) £12 a year to Children at Risk through Tear Fund. | cannot remember
who the fourth person was, and now the first quarterly magazine has come
out!
Please, if you are that person, get in touch with me, and | will give you your
magazine which is full of stories of how people with very little money and
prospects are being helped to make life slightly better.

Rosemary Moore
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In 1953 a leather-bound Bible was presented to the Women’s Fellowship on
its 21 birthday, so the Women’s Fellowship came into being in 1932.

In 1972 a leather-bound Hymn Book was given to the Fellowship in memory
of Louise Annie Knowlden.

Yearly programmes have been kept since 1983 and these are now in the
Church archives.

In 1983 Grove Crescent Presbyterian Church was sold, and many
Presbyterians became members of Kingston United Reformed Church.
These good people presented to the Fellowship a square tablecloth with their
individual names and a picture of the two churches embroidered on it.

In 1979 our Fellowship numbered more than 35 at the weekly meetings held
in the Mayo Hall. Many dear folk have passed away over the years since
then and, sadly, our numbers have become 11 faithful members. We have
all grown so old, we no longer want to take responsibility for programme
making. We have, instead, decided to meet on the first Wednesday of the
month in Church for the 1.10 pm devotional service and then stay for
refreshments and a chat.

Most of our members live alone — many in flats — so our weekly meetings will
be missed, especially the garden teas, always much enjoyed.

We extend our warm and sincere thanks to the many Church friends who
have so kindly come along to talk to us on a variety of subjects, take our
monthly devotionals, show slides and present music afternoons. We have
enjoyed outings, Christmas, Easter and strawberry teas, and meetings
amongst ourselves. Thank you car drivers and those who have let us enjoy
lovely gardens and teas.

Over the years we have generously donated to the African project and to
Deep Sea Fishermen, the Children’s Shooting Star Hospice and several
other charities.

We give grateful thanks for all the happy times we have shared together.
And thank you, Mervyn, for printing our Fellowship programmes over many
years, and thank you for all your willing help to the Fellowship.

Margaret Davies

10
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There is, of course, one person who has been key to the Women'’s
Fellowship for nearly 30 years, and that is Margare t Davies herself. The
church owes you an enormous debt of gratitude, Marg aret, for your
unfailing leadership and support. Thank you from m embers and non-
members alike. Ed.

s s s s s s P s P P s

John Fisher has been delving in the archives and has submitted this
interesting article about the history of the Women'’s Fellowship:

The Women’s Fellowship can trace its history back 150 years to the 1850’s
when the ‘Dorcas Society’ was set up. Ladies from the church met at 3 pm
on the third Monday of each month for the purpose of making articles of
clothing for the poor, and for promoting friendship among the members. A
religious book was read aloud during the time of working and the Minister
would join the party for tea, after which a hymn was sung. The articles of
clothing made were divided equally amongst all the members to distribute
according to their own judgment.

In the early 20" century the Society became known as the ‘Ladies
Association’ and, in 1932, the ‘Women’s Fellowship’. It continued to provide
a channel for much practical service to the church and, during the War, to
members away in the armed forces. But it also contributed much to the
spiritual uplift of the church through talks, discussions and devotional
meetings.

[Taken from Mr Charles Sturney’s “Story of Kingston Congregational Church”
(1955)]

Here’s a selection of speakers from the Syllabusghfe first session — 1932/33:
27 September:  “Women'’s Work in Local Government

Speaker: Mrs Baker, a member of Middlesex Couabuncil

25 October: “Making New Women in India”

Speaker: Miss Tidball, a teacher at Girls’ High School,rgalore

29 November:  “Work at the Borstal Institution for Girls”

Speaker: Miss Barker, Governor of Borstal Institution, Agbury

28 March: “Probation Work amongst Juveniles”

Speaker: Miss Sander, Probation Officer, Deptford & Lambétivenile
Courts

For those of you with long memories, Mrs Morton Stanley was the first
President, Mrs Leonard Bentall was Vice-President and Mrs Bert Davidson
was Secretary.

11
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Here is something new. We are planning to run a cookery course - Healthy
Cooking on a Budget — here at church. The course has been designed by
experts and has already been run for a couple of groups in the borough. You
could get involved in one of 3 ways. You might like to attend the course and
get some ideas for new recipes. You might like to help as a teacher or
teacher’s assistant. Or, you might have lots of ideas about how to advertise
and organise the course. If your culinary imagination has been awakened by
this notice, please speak to Olwen Sawney to find out more.

L

%‘ru", - é.\ff@%

FLOWERS FOR JULY
5 July Madge & John Cole
12 July Phyllis Wilsher
19 July Lilian Veale
26 July Margueritte Scott

_ &
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@

Would YOU like to donate the flowers one Sunday? There are some spaces on the
regular flower list, and | would be very pleased to add your name. Madge Cole

13
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St.Paul’s Church
Kingston Hill

% %

Saint Paul’s Kingston Hill is an evangelical
charismatic Anglican church with a
membership of 300+ and a growing work with
100+ 0-11 year olds as well as a church
aided school next door.

Salary £25,000 p.a.

> 6 % % > 7 C $
AA D $! # I#/ 4>:

"H$2 )1 33"+ #$ 4 o("/

15



Church News — July 2009

"# # Y&'#( #

I " $ %
) *+-. /0 10 2)1+ -3

o~ s s s s s P s s s

, 5 ,16 1 7
% @ 9
3. @ % @ $ I < @ 3
$ % $ % $
B $
$ % @ EF
%% $ @ $
& $ $
% $

(0% 1<2;.:$ 5#81<2: 3A4A

16



Church News — July 2009

$, --2 -3 17!

Susan Gunasekera, who is a keen cyclist, is reviving the
Surrey Churches Preservation Trust's annual “Ride or
Stride” for Kingston URC.

Most counties hold a Bike Ride on the second Saturday in
September, to raise money for special appeals at their churches. Cyclists
and walkers follow their own route around participating churches (we always
host visitors at KURC), and they seek sponsors for each church visited. The
money that is collected is divided into two; half goes to the church of the
cyclist's choice (ie KURC), half to the SCPT for churches in need. Bike
Riders in Surrey have raised over £200,000 in ten years. Kingston URC
received a grant from SCPT when the church roof was mended six years
ago.

Susan will be cycling to raise money for the Shower Project (to install and
make a shower available to people in the Kingston community, and
modernize the downstairs toilets). It will be a fun way to spend Saturday,
September 12 ™ whilst supporting this cause — can you find some sponsors
and join Susan? Or decide to walk, and visit a few churches on the list?
Sponsor forms will be available shortly. Speak to Susan as soon as you like
and let her know you are hoping to join in. She has all the forms and
instructions and will be making sure you know what to do. Susan can be
contacted on 07813 485833 and suzzana87@hotmail.com This event is very
well organized, with safety as a key issue.

| did the cycle ride a few years ago, when we were raising funds for the Lift
and Training Room etc, and the warm welcome at a number of churches was
really heart-warming; the exercise was good, and | discovered some parts of
Kingston I'd never seen before!

Liz Cook

oD oo

17

oL



Church News — July 2009

1 1 +

In the May edition of Church News a question was posed. The group
meeting at an 8 pm service was of the opinion that we are not happy
generally as a society with the whole notion of martyrs; what did anyone else
think?

Much of our difficulty, | suggest, is that over the centuries the meaning of the
word “martyr” has surreptitiously changed. When Jesus said to his disciples
“You shall be my witnesses” (Luke 24 v 48 and Acts 1 v 8) the word he used,
in Luke’s original Greek, was “martures”. The early Christian martyrs were
witnesses to their faith. In effect, they were given the choice — renounce your
faith or be killed. Stephen was the first. Later, people who were killed or died
for their beliefs, without necessarily having the alternative of renouncing
them, came to be called martyrs. Later still, suffering, without necessarily
having to die for your beliefs, became enough to attract the name of martyr.
During the Reformation, not least in this country, political loyalty became
mixed up with the religious. In more recent times we call a martyr someone
who suffers, not for some cause, but often with overtones of its not being
necessary or of making a meal of it; it has come to be a somewhat pejorative
term. Since the late twentieth century the notion of a martyr being someone
who dies for their beliefs is still there, but political causes now predominate.
In addition, the martyr may Kkill himself, or herself, as much as be killed, while
killing other people at the same time, often randomly, is a wholly new
development in the concept of martyrdom.

| think any queasiness we may feel about the word stems largely from these
changes. We may feel uncomfortable about the Church’s own role — both
Roman Catholic and Protestant — during and after the Reformation. We are
also uncomfortable about many of those who claim martyrdom today. But |
hope that won't deter us from praising “the noble army of martyrs” !

Someone at the 8 pm service had said how happy we are with the idea of
Jesus as a martyr. Strangely, | have never thought of describing him as a
martyr. But perhaps | am wrong. What do others think?

James Fells

18
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1.) How far do you travel to get to church?
a) Upto 1l mile 9
b) 1-3 miles 15
c) Over 3 miles 8
2.) How do you get to church on a Sunday morning?
a) Walk 8
b) Bike 2
c) Public Transport 8
d) Car 14
3.) How many people do you travel with to church?
a) None 13
b) 1-2 people 19
d) More than 2 people 0
4.) How long does it take you to get to church on adayrmorning?
a) Up to 15 minutes 15
b) 15-30 minutes 16
c) Over 30 minutes 1
5.) Which of the following would encourage you to trateechurch in
an environmentally friendly way?
a) More bike stands outside the church 4
b) A sharing cars scheme 8
c) Nothing could persuade me 10
4 Other 10
9 %
% ]
# % $
G
/1.3." %" # 8 Y
(7  # 3 = $
E: ?




Church News — July 2009

BE | IHAGEES < SRR RR,""Th FROI0S| | 66 e,
s G
5074
VT (> /o
' O/BBak
$ (/<=0
6> 3*

I ?2 "% < %$#

>%B H % IA ..

20



Church News — July 2009

<= Bapfist Union
% Of Great Britain

NEWS RELEASE

Churches concerned as BNP makes election gains

Churches’ steadfast message: God loves all, racism is a ‘sin’

Disappointment and concern have been expressed by Christians following
gains made by the British National Party (BNP) in the recent European
Parliament Elections.

In the elections, the BNP won two seats in the European Parliament and
three seats in local councils around the UK.

Rachel Lampard, Public Issues Policy Adviser for the Methodist Church, said:
“The limited success of the BNP does not change our steadfast message:
God loves all. Racism is a sin. The campaigning work of the churches and
other grass-roots organisations has helped to highlight the need for people to
vote positively, especially at a time when public confidence in politics has
been shaken.”

Many commentators predicted success for the BNP due to low voter turnout
and the political scandals of recent weeks. However, the gains were nowhere
near as great as the BNP themselves predicted.

Revd Graham Sparkes, Head of Faith and Unity for the Baptist Union of
Great Britain, added: “It's deeply disappointing that we now have a racist
party representing Britain in Europe for the next five years and it is vital that
our remaining UK representatives dedicate themselves to promote the
common good.”

Secretary for Church and Society for the United Reformed Church, Frank
Kantor, said: “We must never become comfortable with the BNP using their
position to promote their racist policies. We will continue to counter their
messages of hatred and fear.”

21
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When | heard of Ashburnham Place |
misunderstood and thought it was a
palace. Before | went | had a picture
in my mind of a beautiful palace. |
looked forward to staying there.
Previously | had visited many palaces
in Britain and Europe. They are
places of luxury and beauty fit for a
King and Queen. When | arrived it
looked beautiful. There were geese
on a large lake and the setting was in
peaceful woodland. There are
beautiful gardens both at the front and
the back. The reception area is large
with a magnificent ceiling and a
glittering chandelier.

There were many of my friends there
already because | was there for the
Ministers’ Summer School. There
was not only the Southern Synod, but
also Wessex Synod joined us this
year. Three years ago we met in
Durham, so we were able to renew old
friendships. It turned out that we were
not housed in the King and Queen’s
apartments but in wooden chalets. So
now | discovered that this is not a
palace, but a place!

22

Every year URC Ministers are given
training at Synod level, and this year
we studied Luke’'s Gospel and the
Book of Acts. We had lectures about
revival and spent time discussing the
implications of what we had learned.
During Summer School | was
particularly thinking about working in
our local churches and developing
small groups. In both Kingston and
New Malden we have new people,
and | was thinking about how we can
encourage them in the faith and
involve them in the family of the
church.

It seems to me that we have people
who worship with us every week, but
they are still waiting to be involved in
friendship and service within the
community. Perhaps many old timers
feel the same way. We have a great
mix of folk, as many as 38 different
first languages are spoken, but we
have in common our need of Jesus.
We also have different interests and
talents, so interest groups would be a
great way to start getting to know
each other better.

| would like to say to all the people
who are waiting, “Don’t be afraid to tell
the Elders or Ministers what you like
to do and the way you feel called to
serve within the church.”

The church needs you to join in. It is
not really the church that needs you,
but God who waits for you to share
your time and energy to bring Him
glory. If you have a good idea about
ways to grow together in love and faith
tell someone about it.



One great brave-hearted person made
Ashburnham Place into a beautiful
Christian Conference Centre. He
received the house from his great
grandfather and he turned his property
into a place where Christians can find
refreshment and renewal. During the
tough schedule of Summer School |
was able to take time for a walk with
minister friends around the lakeside
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and woodland and we talked about
what we received from the time
together and ways to take back to our
churches the inspiration we had
gained from our time at Ashburnham
Place.

Suk In Lee

Christian Aid Week Fundraising - May 2009

In these financially difficult times for a lot of people, it is very heartening to
report KURC helped raise more monies for Christian Aid than last year.

This is a fantastic effort and is due to the combined efforts of all the helpers
and contributors and participants. It is worth noting that the relatively new
fundraising items, City Walk and Quiz Aid, have made a significant impact on

the funds generated.

2008 2009
Door to Door £1,900.80 | £1,951.62
Coffee Morning &
Cakes at URC £140.00| £130.00
Misc. Donations £384.86| £732.84
Tax Reclaim £202.99 | £331.00
Misc. Coffee /
Marmalade Sales etc. £50.00 £20.00
Sponsored Walk
around London £415.00| £584.00
Quiz Aid - new in 2008 £209.57 | £338.30
Total £3,303.22 | £4,087.76

When we had a collection in Jan/Feb for the GAZA Appeal you helped us
raise £1,607.71. All together this is a brilliant effort to help Christian Aid in

their work. Thank you.

23
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Olive Springham writes following three weeks in Rom ania in April:

“The morning after my arrival | was wakened by the sound of carpets being
beaten. They are hung on wire clothes lines in the open areas between the
blocks of flats and beaten by men with bamboo carpet beaters to remove the
winter dust and sand ensuring that homes are clean for Easter. It was the
beginning of Holy Week in the Orthodox Church and every day there were
TV programmes showing Easter preparations in towns and villages
throughout Romania, and many films about the life of Jesus.

This was my first visit for a year, and | was interested to see how the financial
crisis had affected the country. Sylviu is a member of the Maritime
Commission and he told me that Constantsa port was quieter than he had
ever known. A lot of shops that were busy a year ago were now closed and
there were more people begging in the streets, although that is supposed to
be illegal. A report on TV showed several young pregnant women offering
their unborn children for sale. At least it reached the headlines on TV,
whereas it might have passed without comment a few years ago.

| spent each morning in the hospital meeting doctors who had been to
Kingston and hearing about the challenges of their work now. | am amazed
at what they achieve in what are still poor conditions. A few years ago there
was a project to completely renovate the 1,000 bed hospital working
downwards from the ninth floor. The children’s wards benefited from this, but
units on the lower floors are still waiting for some very basic improvements.

A good number of the most experienced doctors have decided they can’'t wait
any longer for improvements and are developing private clinics apart from the
hospital. Bebe, a specialist in renal dialysis, who came to Kingston, is now
spending most of his time as director of a large, private dialysis centre built
with German money.

Aneta, a very experienced obstetrician, has a very busy private clinic in
addition to her position as ‘Chief’ of the hospital obstetric unit. She told me
that a new maternity hospital built with private funds is almost completed and
some of her most experienced colleagues have already been appointed to
full-time posts there. The future doesn’t look good for the vast majority of
people who will have to be cared for by less experienced staff in the old
hospital.

Adriana was very busy with her special unit for children with cancer and
blood diseases and also with her added responsibility for the Blood
Transfusion Centre which has many problems.

Georgeta, dermatologist, was able to attend a conference in Israel on skin
cancers. She is 58 years old now and of the generation that lived through
the Ceausecu era when conditions for studying as a doctor were very tough,
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and she really appreciates any opportunity for travelling and extending her
knowledge.

Sanda is the same age and is very busy with her two jobs, one as hospice
administrator and the other working with HIV children in the House of New
Life, and supervising the placements of those living in the community with
families. The hospice was full with a maximum 17 patients, and now there is
a waiting list as more GPs see the value of their work. The government has
made it easier for them to prescribe morphine and this has made a great deal
of difference to the care of patients.

| was able to give her some money for extra Easter treats for the patients and
staff. | was also able to help with the hire of more oxygen equipment and
ultraviolet light sterilization equipment for disinfecting rooms after the
discharge of patients.

The staff asked me to send their thanks to everyone who made these things
possible. Sanda said that the running costs per patient were about £40 daily
and she finds the price of food is increasing very quickly. There are now
several hyper-markets on the outskirts of the town where she can buy in bulk
at lower prices than in the market in Constantsa.

Sanda’s sister invited me to join her on a tour that she was leading to Greece
for four nights over Easter. We had four very pleasant days in a climate
warmer than Romania, and we joined in the Easter celebrations at the Greek
Orthodox Church. It was very similar to the Romanian Orthodox service, with
the added excitement of a large firework display at 12.30 am on Easter
Sunday.

Thank you for all the help and encouragement you give for my visits. My
Romanian friends would like me to go again this year, and | hope to do so.”

s s s s s s P s P P s

A Groan for our Younger Readers

There was once a squid who lived on a tropical reef. One morning when he
woke up, he felt really poorly. A shark came along and was going to eat him,
but he said to the shark, “Don’t eat me, I'm not well.” The shark said, “Oh, if
you're not well we’'d better go and see the killer whale.” So they swam over
to where the killer whale lived at the other side of the reef, and the killer
whale said, “Good morning, what can | do for you?” The shark replied, “I've
brought that sick squid | owe you. !!!
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The church has received a letter from The
Shooting Star Children’s Hospice  about a
volunteer appeal, which says:

“We are actively trying to promote a supporter
group in Kingston, and we would be so grateful
if you could help us publicise this. Our
Supporter Groups generate awareness and
vital funds by organising and attending local
events in aid of Shooting Star, thus inspiring
others, across the community, to support us.

In 2008 18 local groups collectively raised over
£260,000 for The Shooting Star Children’s
Hospice, and it is our wish to build on this
network. If you can help, please contact Jane
on (020) 8481 8195 or
|ane.delay@shootingstar.org.uk”

FUNNY HOW ............

Funny how we call God our Father and Jesus our brother, but find it hard to
introduce them to our family.

Funny how we demand justice for others, but expect mercy from God.

Funny how much difficulty we have learning the Gospel well enough to tell
others, but how simple it is to understand and explain the latest gossip about
someone else.

Funny how we can't think of anything to say when we pray, but don’t have
any difficulty thinking of things to talk about to a friend.

Funny how we are so quick to take directions from a total stranger when we
are lost, but are hesitant to take God’s direction for our lives.

Funny how people want God to answer their prayers but refuse to listen to
His counsel.

Funny how we sing about heaven, but live only for today.
Taken from Dundonald Parish Church Magazine
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Wednesday:
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10.45
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19.00

Friday:
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From 17.30
22.00
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Regular Weekly Activities

Parents & Toddlers (during school terms)
Parents & Toddlers (during school terms)

Parents & Toddlers (during school terms)

The Wednesday Forum (first Wednesday monthly except August)
Lunchtime Service

Prayer Meeting

International Discussion Group

Girls’ Brigade (during school terms)
Boys’ Brigade (during school terms)
All night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00)

Street Pastors (until 04.00)

Contributions on matters of reflection and opinion as well as reports of activities are

How to contribute to Church News:

welcome.

Copy for Church News must reach the editor no later than midday on the second

Sunday of the month .

hand-written copy should be left in the editor’s pigeon-hole opposite Room 6.

The next copy deadline is 12 noon on Sunday, 12 Jul y 2009
Editor: Tony Wenman

Thank you to Mail Boxes Etc.
22 Eden Street, Kingston, KT1 1DN, tel: 020 8547 1547
e-mail: info@mbekingston.co.uk
for printing Church News

www.kingstonurc.org

You can also keep in touch with worship and activit ies at our church
through our website. Log on and subscribe to regul ar e-updates
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Kingston United Reformed Church - Information

A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in

our services and activities

Our Sunday Services:

10.00 — Traditional Worship
(with communion first Sunday monthly)

11.30 — Interactive Worship
(with communion on the last Sunday
monthly)

18.30 — Reflective Worship
(with communion on the third Sunday
monthly)

20.00 — Contemporary Worship
(on occasion on first Sunday)

On the second Sunday of each month
a combined service at 11.00 replaces
the 10.00 and 11.30 services

Tea and coffee are served between
the 10.00 and 11.30 services, before
the 11.00 service on the second
Sunday and after the 18.30 service

During the 10.00 service there are
group activities for children  of all
ages. Children go to their group at the
end of the second hymn. Visiting
children are welcome to join them

Kingston United Reformed Church
is a member of the Local
Ecumenical Project in Kingston
Town Centre with its partners, All
Saints Parish Church in the Market
Place and Kingston Baptist Church

in Union Street
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Minister : Rev Lesley M Charlton
Tel: 020 8399 4423
E-mail: minister@kingstonurc.org

Associate Minister : Rev Suk In Lee
Tel: 020 8949 2070
E-mail: leesukin@hotmail.com

Church Secretary : Derek Winsor
Tel: 020 8549 9967

Church Treasurer : Robin Hoar
Tel: 020 8977 1524

Church Organist : Tony Wenman
Tel: 01372 464709

Youth Worker : Emily Young
Tel: 07960 330556
E-mail: emilyrayoung@hotmail.com

Premises Manager : Michael Brennan
Tel: 020 8549 1888

E-mail: premises@urckingston.org.uk
Premises are open from 09.00-17.00

Private Prayer : The Sanctuary is open
daily from 11.30 to 13.30

Coffee and Tea : Our foyer is normally
open every weekday and Saturday
from 11.00 until 14.00 for coffee and
tea.

A Listening Ear : If you would like to talk
with someone about a matter of concern,
you should find someone wearing a badge
in the foyer between 11.00 and 14.00 on
every weekday and Saturday who will be
pleased to help.



