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An Appeal from Oxygen

Thank  you very  much  for  giving  Oxygen  the  opportunity  to  visit  your 
Church  one  Sunday  last  month  and  for  your  warm welcome.  It  was great  to 
be able to meet you all and tell you about the work of Oxygen. 

We recognise  that  so  often  people  do  want  to  respond  to  an appeal  made  in 
church  but  are so  busy  after  the  service,  and  then  the  information  has 
gone.  So we thought  we  would  write  to  you  to  give  you  a further 
opportunity  to  respond  and  to  remind  you  of  the  real  need  for  Oxygen  to 
find more funds due to the present financial climate.

The Oxygen Tanks are Running Dry

Christian  Youth  work  Charity,  Oxygen  runs  18  projects  a week  with  over 
300  young  people.  Through  a range  of  serving  and relational  projects 
Oxygen  seeks to  give  the  97% of  young  people  outside  the  church  the 
opportunity  to  discover  and follow  Jesus. However  this  year Oxygen  is 
facing a significant financial crisis and needs your help! 

Due  to  the  difficult  financial  climate,  donations  from  local  organisations 
and individuals  have slowed.  This  means  that  Oxygen  is fast  approaching 
finishing this  financial  year £10,000  in  debt.  For a relatively  new  charity 
with  no  reserves,  no  financial  fall  back  this  would  be  terminal.  Finishing !in 
deficit  would  be the  end  of Oxygen  as it  is. We are  looking  for  people  to 
join  with  the  charity  as guardians  of  the  work,  supporting  it  through  prayer 
and especially finances so that Oxygen can continue into the future.! 

Would  you  consider  supporting  Oxygen  financially  in  one  of  a number  of 
ways?

1. Would  you  consider  making  a one-off  donation  to  Oxygen  (cheques  
payable to Oxygen)? Your money would help us continue into 2009-10. 

2. Would  you  consider  taking  out  a standing  order,  so  that  we can increase  
the regular income we receive monthly both this year and next? 

3. If you  are unable  to  support  financially,  would  you  consider  undertaking  
a sponsored challenge for Oxygen?

Contact Oxygen at St Peter’s Hall, London Road, Kingston KT2 6QL

Telephone 020 8547 0566        e-mail: info@oxygen-online.org

Church News August 2009

Page 3



Church Diary
JULY

Sunday 19  10.00  Traditional Worship - Brigade Service

  11.30  Interactive Worship 

  18.30  Reflective Worship (with Communion)

Saturday  25  10.00-11.30 ALF course  

  11.30-16.00 Garden Party at New Malden URC

Sunday 26  10.00  Traditional Worship  

  11.30  Interactive Worship (with communion)  

  18.30  Reflective Worship

  18.00 }  Meet for a meal, then Holy Space -

  for     }  a time to think and pray together

  20.00 }  (Suitable for the over-tens)

Monday  27  10.00 - 13.00  Activity Day

  20.00  Confirmation Meeting

Tuesday  28  10.00 - 13.00  Activity Day

AUGUST

Sunday 2 10.00  Traditional Worship  

  11.30  Interactive Worship  

  18.30  Reflective Worship

Monday  3 20.00  Confirmation Meeting

Saturday  8 14.30-16.30  Free Tea Dance  with  Age  Concern  and  

       Sport England

Sunday 9 10.00  Coffee available

  11.00  11 oÕclock service 

   ALF course, celebration

  12.00  Church Meeting

  18.30  Reflective Worship

DEADLINE FOR CHURCH NEWS COPY - Editor: Vaughan James

Thursday  13  19.30  International Friendship CafŽ

Saturday  15  Morning  Stay and Play

Sunday 16  10.00  Traditional Worship

  11.30  Interactive Worship 

  18.30  Reflective Worship (with Communion)
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Letter from the Minister

Dear All,

Here is the  news.  If  things  go  well  you  are going  to 
grow  old.  If you are going  to  get  the  best  out  of  that 
then  you need  to  get  some  things  in place  in your 
early old age, middle or younger years. 

1.You are  valuable  as you  are, not  because  of  what 
you  do.  When you stop  being  able  to  ÔdoÕ you  will 
still  be precious.  Human  life  is not  about  output. 
That  is for  robots!  God loves  you  not  because  of the 
tasks  you  perform.  Learn to  rest  in GodÕs love. God 
is as doting  as the  best  of  parents.  You have not 
earned GodÕs love; it is a free gift. Relax.

2. In your  later  years  you  still  have things  to  learn.  You will  have 
different  things  to  explore  but  still  there  are  new  things  to  think 
about  and  ideas  to  develop.  Even familiar  texts  from  the  Bible  have 
new  things  still  to  teach  us. If that  is  not  true,  then  what  are we saying 
about  the  Holy  Spirit? Get out  of  the  habit  of  thinking  that  you  will 
arrive  in  your  thinking.  We built  our  lives  on  the  certainty  of God.  Yet 
there is always more to learn of God. 

3. In the  latter  phases  of life  there  is a tendency  to  think  that  all change 
is  decay.  Not  so. What about  the  delight  of being  Ôdone with  thingsÕ? 
There  is a liberty  in  the  phase  of  life  where  the  pressure  of  life  can be 
taken  down  a notch.  It is  not  all  our  responsibility.  It  never  is.  We 
might  think  so  in  our  young  and middle  years.  That  is not  true.  We 
need to rest on God and get into the habit of it.

4. Your  character  shows  through  even when  much  of  the  rest  of your 
faculties  are  no  longer  present.  What characteristics  do  you want  to  be 
recognised by?

5. If you  want  people  to  visit  you  or call  you,  then  you  have to  make  it 
good for them.

Yours Lesley 
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September 27th is Back to  Church Sunday. Who do  you  know  that 
used  to  go  to  Church once  upon  a time  and  now  does not? Who could 
you invite to come to church with you on that day?
Now is the time to begin thinking and praying about it.  

Lesley



DerekÕs comment

All  members  will  be receiving  an EldersÕ voting  paper  for  the  2010 
candidates  at the  beginning  of September,  which  will  have  to  be  returned  by 
the  30 th September.  Lesley  and  I will  then  approach  each candidate,  starting 
with  those  with  the  greatest  numbers  of votes,  until  we have  the  required 
number  of Elders.  The  plan  is  to  announce  the result of the EldersÕ 
elect ion at  the Church meet ing on Sunday 8 th Novem ber . Elders are 
elected t o  serve in t hree year t erm s. If re-elected,  th ey can serve  for  a 
maximum  of  two  consecutive  terms,  but  they  then  have to  stand  down  for 
one year before being eligible again for election.

Ann  Macfarlane  will  have  completed  six  years  as an Elder by  the  end of this 
year.  She has put  a prodigious  amount  of effort  into  her  duties  as an Elder 
and we are all most  grateful  to  her.  Maggie  Arnold  and Heather  Lodge  were 
both  elected  as Elders  to  serve  from  January 2009.  Unfortunately,  HeatherÕs 
work  commitments  became  excessive  and she  felt  she  could  not  continue 
as an Elder.  Maggie  then  found she  had  to  spend  an increasing  amount  of 
time  in  caring  for  her  sister  in London  and  her  aunt  in  Kingston,  which 
meant  that  she  too  had to  resign  as a serving  Elder.  We have  missed  both  of 
them.

The following Elders will be continuing in office for 2010

1st term 2nd term

Jane Butcher 2008 - 2010

Gillian Carstens 2008 - 2010

Liz Cook 2008 - 2010

Ray Erskine 2009 - 2011

Heinrich Niehaus 2008 - 2010

Denise Scorer 2008 - 2010

Cathy Seymour 2008 - 2010

John Watts 2008 - 2010
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The following  serving  Elders  will  be  available  for  re-election  for  office  in 
2010

1st term

Linda Austin 2007 - 2009

Ken Bartlett 2007 - 2009

Martyn Verge 2007 - 2009

With  the  complexity  of  our  organisation  it  is  ideal  if we can have  a total  of 
14  serving  Elders  - which  means  that  this  year we  need  to  elect  a total  of 
six.  The  tables  below  summarise  the  current  membership  of the  core  and 
support  groups.  Each one  is  led  by  an Elder and supported  by non !-!serving 
Elders  and  members.  Please be  sure  to  let  Lesley or me  know  if  you  would 
be  interested  in joining  one  of these  groups.  The  task  for  all  of  us  now  is  to 
start  talking  amongst  ourselves  about  who  could  be  a new  Elder and so 
ensure  the  most  suitable  ones  will  attract  sufficient  votes.  We have  to 
remember  that  many  of our  members  have  considerable  skills,  but  have not 
yet been recognised as potential Elders. LetÕs see if we can find them!

Derek Winsor 

KURC Ð Core & Support Groups

Core groups (reporting monthly to the EldersÕ Meeting)

Worship Lesley Char l t on, John Wat t s, Denise Scorer , 

Liz  Bar t let t , Jam es Fel ls, Heather  Lodge

Pastoral support Pastoral  Co-ord inators

Faith development Pat  Brooks, John Wat t s, Gi l l ian Carstens,

Glyn Robinson, Ray Taylor

Community Ministry

including coffee club

Ann Macfar lane, Liz  Cook, Cathy Seymour, 

Barbara Field ing, David Richards, June Avery
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Support groups (reporting to the EldersÕ Meeting annually and as required)

Catering & social Jane Butcher, Ray Charlton, Margaret Golding

Marketing & 
Communications

Liz Cook, Clare Hutchinson, Mike Butcher, 
Jane Alden, Vaughan James, Tony Wenman

Finance Robin Hoar, Ken Bartlett + Committee

Premises Martyn Verge, Heinrich Niehaus + committee

Training Martyn Verge, Pat Brooks

Worship support Ray Erskine, Heinrich Niehaus, Alan Oscroft,
Janine Goddard (sound), Mervyn Page, 
John Arnold

Youth Teresa James, Linda Austin, Gillian Carstens, 
Ray Erskine, Jane Butcher, Steve Wenman, 
Emily Young, Chris Wheeler 

Staff Care Derek Winsor, Linda Austin, Robin Hoar,
Ken Bartlett, David Richards, Nicholas Robinson

Non-serving Elders and Church members to be invited to join each group.

The Minister and Church Secretary to be ex-officio members of all groups

Flower Rota for August

2nd - Ursula and Alan Oscroft

9th - Daphne Walters

16th - Margaret and Tom  Fisken

23rd - Winifred and Peter Green

30th - Fran and Phil Bevan and family
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TREASURERÕS REPORT
The headline figures for the year ending 31 March 2009 are as follows:

2009 2008

Total income 237,017 266,397

Total expenses (227,203 (261,628)

Investment revaluation 1,224 (1,015)

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year 11,038 3,754

Income  dropped  mainly  due  the  withdrawal  of a major  licensee,  with 
significant  effect  on  lettings  income.  There  was also  a reduction  in  income 
from members, after a boost last year, to the level attained in 2006-07.

However,  there  was a more-than-matching  reduction  in  overall  expenditure.  
This  was mainly  because  we had  completed  all payments  on the  building 
project in 2007-08 (£35,600) and no similar payments arose in 2008-09.

The investment  revaluation  also  swung  the  other  way, reflecting  a small 
increase  in  the  value  of  the  fixed  interest  investments  belonging  to  some  of 
our restricted funds.

The  Church continues  to  hold  a healthy  balance  in its  bank  accounts, 
pursuing  a proactive  but  prudent  policy  in seeking  out  competitive  rates  of 
interest.  A further  £6,000  was paid  off  on  the  Southern  Synod loan  for  the 
building  project  and other  liabilities  were  settled,  but  these  were  largely 
offset  by new  bequests  received  (£5,200  in  all) and by  the  operating 
surplus.  As a result the  total  balance  at  year end stood  at  £193,123,  which 
is more than adequate to meet the level of reserves required.

The  loan  from  Southern  Synod is  reduced  to  £12,000,  as reflected  in the 
balance  sheet.  It  is due  to  be  repaid  in  two  further  instalments,  finishing  in 
October  2010.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  there  will  be  any difficulty  in 
meeting this commitment.

The  net  result  for  2008-09  reflects  a better  outcome  than  the  break-even 
originally  budgeted  Ð a story  we  were  also  able  to  tell  in  relation  to 
2007-08.  As to  the  future,  testing  economic  conditions  dictate  that  the 
outcome  will  be less  favourable  in  2009-10  Ð a refrain  we also  used  last 
year Ð with  the  difference  that,  as at the  time  of writing,  a deficit  for  the 
year is  forecast.  We continue  to  aim for  a break-even  position,  however,  and 
will have more to report on this subject in the autumn. 

Please contact  me  if  you  would  like  a complete  set  of the  report  and 
accounts.

Robin Hoar
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Pastoral Concerns

When I came  to  writing  about  pastoral  news  this  month  I felt  a real 
responsibility  to  ensure  inclusion  and  accuracy.  The  reason  is  the  concern 
that  I would  omit  to  record  a situation  that demanded  our  prayers.  So it  is 
at this  time  of immense  suffering  by many  in  our  church  community  I have 
made  the  decision  for  shared  responsibility  through  our  pastoral 
neighbourhood  networks  and individual  members  and  friends.  Each of us 
should  seek  to  share  sensitive  information  and give  support  in  ways that 
are appropriate.   If you  have a concern  that  your  situation  may  be 
overlooked  or is not  receiving  the  attention  you  would  like,  then  please  do 
tell  your  neighbour,  one  of  the  pastoral  co-ordinators  or Lesley so  that  we 
can respond.   With  a long  list  of  those  whose  needs  for  healing  are great, 
whatever the situation, let us pray.

Lord,  by the  way you  spoke  and the  actions  you  undertook,  we ask  that  you 
will  make  us aware  of  those  in  our  community  who  need  your  healing 
touch.  Make  us instruments  through  which  your  power  can flow  so  that 
those  who  struggle  hour  by hour,  day  by  day  and  who  seek  to  find 
solutions,  can call  upon  you as enabler,  guide  and friend.  Be with  each one 
of us, whether  in  trouble  or  sorrow,  and  with  those  of  us  who  are willing 
and able  to  provide  support.  Help  us to  pray,  Lord,  in  meaningful  and 
appropriate ways as we seek your way to healing and wholeness.

Take from our lives the strain and stress
and let our ordered lives confess

the beauty of thy peace, the beauty of thy peace.

This prayer we ask, in the name of Christ Jesus, our saviour, Amen  

Ann Macfarlane
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Tribute to Òthe best bacon-buttie maker ÉÓ

When Martyn  Verge  started  Boys' Brigade  in 1966,  as our 
sources  suggest,  I'm sure  he  couldn't  have  imagined  he  would 
still  be  going  to  BB week  by week  in 2009.  But he  has done.  He 
was commissioned  as an officer  in  1980  and has served  the 
company faithfully  since  then,  in  many  sections  and r™les, not 
least  being  the  'evil  QM' of  many  a BB camp  (rag).  So, to  the 
best  Bacon Buttie  maker  the  9th  has ever known.........  thank 
you, Martyn, and enjoy your retirement!!!!!!!!

Emily Young



Congratulations to Alan Clegg

On 3rd  June, Alan Clegg  was presented  with  a framed  certificate  in 
recognition  of his  membership  of, and  service  to, the  Chartered  Institute  of 
Environmental  Health  (CIEH) for  70  years.  Stephen  Battersby,  the  President 
of CIEH, and  John Freear, Chairman  of the  Council  of CIEH, awarded  the 
certificate  to  Alan  at  a special  luncheon  meeting held  at  the  Headquarters  of 
CIEH in  Waterloo.  Around  60  people  attended  the  celebratory  lunch  and 
awards  were  given  to  those  who  have  achieved  50  and 60  years 
membership. Alan  was one  of only  2 people  to  receive  the  70  year 
membership  honour.  Unfortunately,  the  other  gentleman  was unable  to 
attend. 

Alan  retired  as the  Chief  Food Officer  for  Fulham and Hammersmith 
Environmental  Health  Department  in  1977  after  21  years.  Prior  to  that,  he 
worked  in  Kingston  1943-1956,  Grimsby  from  1941-  1943,  having  qualified 
and begun  his  career  as a young  man in  the  Halifax  Health  Department, 
West Yorkshire.
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Johnston Simpson is a member at St Andrew’s URC, Walton on Thames. 
Romilly Micklem was ordained and inducted to the ministry of that church 
on 27 June 2009. Johnston sells sculptures which he has collected from 
Zimbabwe, and then organises payment to the artists. Some of you will 
remember his visit to KURC, and may even have sculptures that you bought 
from him. Below is an extract from a recent piece Johnston wrote in 
St Andrew’s Church magazine.

Ed.

ARTPEACE/SILVEIRA HOUSE - 
SUPPORT GAINS MOMENTUM!

If any  of  the  congregation  heard  the  series  of insider  reports  on Zimbabwe 
a few  weeks  ago  on the  BBCÕs Radio  4 ÔTodayÕ programme,  they  will  be 
under  no  illusion  about  the  suffering  faced  by  young  and  old  alike:  - 
youngsters  deprived  of an education  looking  after  siblings  and dying 
parents;  school  girls  forced  to  turn  to  prostitution  to  survive  Ð an endless 
list of  misery  and  destruction  of young  lives.  Western  governments  are  still 
rightly  suspicious  of certain  criminal  elements  within  the  new  unity 
government  and are  often  reluctant  to  help.  An artist,  Lloyd  Chikede,  is  very 
ill  from  a deadly  combination  of malnutrition  and AIDS and  cannot  afford  to 
go  into  hospital  unless  funds  reach  him soon.  On the  surface,  the  situation 
appears  to  be improving,  but  if the  daily  reports  I get  from  Artpeace  are 
anything  to  go  by, the  mass  of people  are still  struggling  to  survive,  and  life 
without the US dollar is hard.

Fortunately,  relief  for  Silveira  House  will  soon  be  on the  way. Susan and I 
spent  a few  days in  Cambridge  supporting  Emmanuel  URCÕs exhibition  of 
Artpeace  crafts  left  over  from  Horsham  and  Crawley  URC exhibitions.  We 
attended  their  concert  featuring  Zimbabwean  singers,  dancers  and 
musicians  playing  traditional  instruments.  The  concert  just  broke  even, 
having  to  compete  with  dozens  of  other  events  on the  same  evening. 
However  it  attracted  the  public  to  the  exhibition  which  ran  for  over  two 
weeks  raising  approximately  £6000,  far  more  than  I anticipated.  This, along 
with  the  tremendous  £345.90  proceeds  of Chrissie  BroomanÕs coffee 
morning/marmalade  proceeds  and  a few  donations  will  make  their  lives 
more  bearable.  The  exhibition  was professionally  managed  by  Jan Nicholls 
their  full  time  Community  Development  Officer.  It  was good  to  hear  that 
Norman  Shouler  managed  to  attend  the  exhibition  whilst  up visiting  his 
daughter.  On my  visits  to  various  URC exhibitions  over the  last  six  to  eight 
months,  it  has been  interesting  to  note  how  other  URCs with  flexible 
seating  arrangements  come  ÔaliveÕ by  opening  their  sanctuaries  most  days 
for  coffee  or lunches  to  the  public  and for  organ  recitals,  exhibitions  or 
simply to offer a quiet place to pray or meditate.
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Our old  friend  Dieter  Scholz  (my  first  contact  with  Silveira  House)  whom  a 
few  of the  elders  have met  was rushed  to  Germany  recently  after  several 
weeks  of  feeling  unwell.  He was examined  by  a cardiologist  and  operated 
on within  a few  hours  for  a quadruple  heart  bypass.  Although  still  very 
weak, he  appears  to  be  making  a steady  recovery  and  is  keen  to  return  to 
his  people.  Dieter,  like  David  Harold-Barry,  maintains a keen  interest  in  St 
AndrewÕs and was delighted to hear of RomillyÕs appointment.

Discussions  are  well  under  way with  Marlow,  Kettering  and Loughborough 
URCs all enthusiastic  to  mount  exhibitions in  support  of SH and the  artists 
in  October  and next  February  involving  another  shipment  later  this  year.  No 
rest for the wicked!  

Johnston Simpson

[One of Johnson’s imported sculptures munching 
away at the grass on our windowsill Ed.]
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Youth Report for the Academic Year 2008/2009

Activity Days

We have  set  ourselves  a maximum  of  40  children  per  session,  and  our 
popular Activity Days have frequently reached our chosen limit. 

In December  we tried  for  the  first  time  holding  a session in  the  Christmas 
Holiday  which,  though  not  particularly  well  attended,  was appreciated  by 
those that came. 

In January we  changed  the  age ranges  running  3-9 year olds  in  the  morning 
and 9-13  year olds  in the  afternoon.  We do  well  with  the  3-5  year olds  and 
get a lot of children who are linked to the Parents and Toddler group.

This  year for  the  first  time  we  also  had interest  from  the  RBK Family  Support 
Service, that wanted to make use of our activities.

The  dates  are  set for  the  rest  of the  calendar  year, as is  the  theme  which  is 
World Explorers. So far  we have  ÔvisitedÕ a different  country  each time, 
trying  the  food,  and looking  at  different  things.  For example,  when  we went 
to  Egypt  we looked  at Scarabs and Pyramids;  in  France  we built  the  Eiffel 
Tower  out  of newspaper  and ate  Cr•pes;  for  South  Africa  we tried 
Koeksisters, Carrot Halwa and made antelope masks.

The About Life and Faith (ALF) Club

Eleven children  between  the  ages of 8 and 12 were  invited;  ten  of  those 
invited  came  at some  point.  In six  sessions the  course  explored:  Who is 
God? Who is Jesus? Who am I? We met  on  Saturday  mornings  from  10:00 
Sessions included  a popular  croissant  breakfast.  At  the  end we intend  to 
hold  a service  celebrating  everyoneÕs faith  journey.  It  will  probably involve 
cake!

Brigades

The BoysÕ BrigadeÕs 125th Anniversary  in 2008  provided  a perfect  excuse  to 
celebrate,  and we  did!  In October  2008  four  of the  11+  group  (Company 
and Seniors)  attended  an activity  weekend  at  PGL. The  weekend  involved: 
abseiling,  climbing  walls,  jumping  off  the  top  of telegraph  poles  and  more 
besides.  Then  in  March  09  the  younger  sections  got  their  turn  with  an 
enormous  birthday  party,  with  a magician  and cake, which  6 of our  younger 
ones attended. 

By way of community  service  and whole  company  involvement,  the  older 
young  people  ran  an Introduction To Computers afternoon  and cooked  an 
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evening  meal for  the  nightshelter,  and  the  juniors  helped  with  the 
entertainment at the Harvest Supper.  

The  GirlsÕ Brigade  CompanyÕs 90th  Birthday Celebrations  included  a 
birthday cake, a birthday lunch, and the Christmas Nativity.

Jack Petchey Achievement Awards

We have  been  fortunate  that  during  the  year Chris,  Howard,  Jason (You 
Sing), Ikenna  and Ebere all  received  Jack Petchey awards.  These  awards 
consisted of  Certificates  and Medals  to  the  winners  and money  for  the 
company.  This  has been  spent  on  uniform  sweatshirts  for  the  boys,  and the 
remainder  is ear-marked  for  special  activities  for  the  older  and  younger 
sections  respectively  - possibly  a day at Woburn  for  the  older  ones, a visit  to 
Painshill  for  the  younger  ones  and some  subsidised  places  for  Brigade 
members at Greenbelt and the Church Weekend.

Parents and Toddlers

Parent  and Toddlers  has continued  this  year with  about  25  children  per 
session.  At  Christmas  they  enjoyed  their  Service and  a visit  from  Father 
Christmas.  At  the  Easter service  the  children  made  flowers  which  unfold  in 
water.  Both  services  were  well  supported  by the  parents  and  children.  In 
December  a trip  was organised  to  the  Rose Theatre  to  see The Night before 
Christmas with  a tea at church  afterwards  Trips  to  see all 3 plays  in  the 
RoseÕs childrenÕs festival have also been organised. 

A session  for  older  siblings  was held  in  summer  of 2008,  and  will  be  held 
again in July /August 09.

Stay and Play

Numbers  at Stay and  Play have  fluctuated,  between  18  and  6 children. 
There  have  been  a few  new  families  including  a link  the  North  Kingston 
ChildrenÕs Centre.  We opened  for  the  May Merrie largely  for  families  known 
to  us, but  we did  have  2 or  3 families  come  in through  the  Kingston  First 
Information. The  Maypole  displayed  outside  was a major  talking  point  as 
were  the  Didi  Cars. The  Didi  cars  are  much  quieter,  than  the  dodgems,  do 
not  rely  on electricity  and  anyone  can use  them  so  why not 
have  a go  next  time  youÕre in? [I did and can confirm  that 
they are great fun. Ed.] Stay and  Play is blessed with  some 
very  committed  families  who  take  a lot  of  responsibility 
for advertising the group and clearing up at the end. 

Church News August 2009

Page 15



YPSG

Do  you  know  the  children  in  the  church? There  are  four  under  3s  who 
regularly  attend;  four  under  5s and eight  under  13s.  No-one  is  there  every 
week, but  many  come  several  Sundays  a month,  some  attend  the  10:00 
Service  where  after  the  first  15  minutes  all-age  time  they  go  out  to  their 
group  and  explore  one  of  the  bible  readings,  pray,  sing,  probably  do  some 
craft  and play  with  the  toys.  For the  time  that  they  are  in  church  the 
younger  ones  have  busy  bags  and, as a new  idea, the  older  ones  have  an 
activity  sheet  on a clipboard  Ð generally  themed  to  the  readings  and some 
coloured  pencils  to  go  with  it.  Some of the  babies  and under  3s canÕt cope 
with  being  away from  their  parents  for  the  service  so  they  stay  in.  At  the  
11.30  & 11:00  services  everyone  is  together  and  the  YPSG leaders  have 
things  planned  that  adults  and children  can join  in,  and  encourage  the 
children  to  participate  in the  worship  with  everyone  else.  There  are  also 
toys  for  the  youngest  children.  The  YPSG leaders  will  continue  to  change 
what they do in response to the needs of the children.

3 New Ideas

1. Getting Connected  - Saturday 11 July 2009 from 16:00-18:00

This  was an opportunity  to  find  out  more  about  our  youth  and childrenÕs 
work . We need  people  to  Pray,  Play,  Pay or  Participate  and  we hoped  that 
people  would  come  and find  out  how  they  could  be more  connected  to  our 
churchÕs youth work. 

2. An All-age Green Project

After  a Brigade  trial  run  we  suggest  an all-age  project  where  we  could  work 
towards  eco-congregation  status  Ð add  another  plaque  to  our  collection.  We 
see this as an opportunity for Spring 2010.

3. A Family Friendly Film Night 

Building  on the  lent  course  a few  years  ago, when  a group  of  adults  and 
children  met  together  to  watch  Goodnight Mr Tom, we  hope  to  create  an 
opportunity  for  families  and anyone  else  who  would  like  to  come  could 
watch  a film  together,  have  a bite  to  eat  and discuss  the  film  theyÕve just 
seen. 

Activity Days

Advertising and Staffing. The Dates  are set for  the  rest  of  09.  We intend  to 
keep  to  a similar  pattern  to  this  year, having  events  in  each school  holiday 
so  that  we see the  children  regularly.  Advertising  will  need to  be  done  on 
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the  older  section,  to  try  and encourage  more  young  people  to  participate. 
This will also need more adult support when Chris has gone. 

Brigades

Staffing, Recruitment and Payment

Our major  problem  is  Staffing.  We canÕt recruit  into  the  sections  until  we 
have  secure  staffing  in  each age-group.  This  is  a particular  problem  this 
year as having  said  Goodbye,  to  Jason last  summer  this  year, we lose  Chris, 
Martyn and Howard Ð all our male leaders. 

The  church  has contact  with  a number  of  4 year olds.  Some parents  have 
already  expressed  an interest  in  Brigades  and  we hope  to  welcome  at least 
four  of  the  youngest  children  in September.  We will  also  try  and  recruit  into 
Company/Seniors. For this we will need some new advertising. 

In 09/10  we also  need  to  improve  the  level  of regular  giving  by Brigades 
parents.  Some are  very  good,  and  even if they  donÕt pay the  full  amount 
give  regularly;  others  donÕt. As the  rules  of  the  Jack Petchey foundation 
have  changed  we wonÕt be  able  apply  for awards  in  09/10  and this  will 
make visits and special activities harder to provide. 

Parent and Toddlers

We hope  to  be  able  to  arrange  a Special Activity  in  the  form  of  a Noah’s Ark 
day with a visit from all sorts of animals. 

We hope  to  hold  a training  session  on  Christian  Action  Rhymes for  very 
young children. 

We are  considering  the  idea of  holding  a pram  service,  building  on the 
experience  of  Christmas,  Easter and Leavers  Parent and Toddler services 
although this will take some thinking through.

Stay and Play

Stay and Play needs  to  keep  advertising  itself  as it  still  has space to  grow. 
It !would  also  benefit  from  a few  more  non-parent  volunteers  to  be around 
and welcoming. 

Support Activities

In 2010  we  intend  to  undertake  a CFCA in-house  review,  leading  to  a full 
reassessment  in  March  2012.  This  year we shall  focus  on  seeking  the 
opinions  of children  about  the  church  and  its  activities  and encouraging 
young people to participate in the running of the church. 

Home Visiting

After  the  trial  with  the  Brigade  families  in  the  autumn  of 2008,  Home 
Visiting will be reviewed and relaunched in autumn 09.
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Safeguarding

Now t h at we h ave t wo  p eop l e i n p l ace, 
Fran ! Bevan and  Cathy  Seymour,  we need  to  get 
into  the  rhythm  of  reviewing  the  policy  annually, 
and checking  that  the  things  behind  the  policy, 
i e. ! Risk assessm ent s, j ob descr ip t ions, 
opportunities  to  review  activities  and discuss  best 
practice are in place and adhered to. 

Good bye Chris

This  has  been  the  second year that  we  have  had  Chris  working  with  us, 
particularly  offering  music  and  help  with  Brigade  sessions,  and  with  the 
marching  band.  In January we  heard  that  Chris  has been  offered  a job  with 
Epsom Methodist Church and he leaves us in July.

Emily Young

[The Church owes a great debt of gratitude to Emily for her quiet leadership 

of our expanding Youth Work. When Emily presented her report to Elders 

recently they were impressed by the scope of the work undertaken and the 

extent, through Youth work, of the contacts the church has made with  

getting on for 200 families in the Kingston area. That is a laudable 

achievement of which many church members are probably almost unaware. 

Your editor for one was greatly surprised and encouraged as he included 

the report in this issue. Thank you, Emily. Let’s read in these pages more of 

what the young people are doing.  Ed.]
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The Church SecretaryÕs report to the AGM
12 th  July 2009

What has made  2008/9  different  from  previous  years? On the  surface,  we 
seem to  have been  running  with  a fairly  level keel  but  on  some  very  stormy 
seas Ð as far  as the  community  around  us and  economic  conditions  are 
concerned.  I think  this  is fine,  as long  as we are  in  no  way complacent  and 
resist  the  temptation  of  relaxing  in  the  comfort  of our  building  and  relying 
too  much  on  our  smooth  running  systems  and procedures.  This  is not  what 
a Church is about.

Internally,  I think  many  of us feel  we  have spent  an increasingly  useful 
amount  of  time  in  developing  our  faith.  Lesley, together  with  the  Elders, are 
responsible  for  this  by  running  courses  like  Discipleship  Explored, 
Christianity  Explored,  an Introduction  to  the  Old  Testament  and  a bible 
study  course  on St Paul and  his  letter  to  the  Church  at Philippians.  We are 
also  finding  an increasing  number  of opportunities  Ð particularly  at the 
11.30  am services  - to  talk  to  one  another  about  our  faith  and related 
questions.  To  facilitate  discussion  there  have  been changes  to  the  layout  of 
the  chairs  in  the  Sanctuary,  which together  with  the  projector  installed  in 
the  previous  year add to  the  flexibility  of our  worship.  The  Elders too,  have 
tried  to  sharpen  their  focus  by commencing  each of their  meetings  by 
learning a little more about the Bible prior to a time in prayer.

Externally,  we  have  continued  our  involvement  with  the  Kingston  Street 
Pastors.  In addition  we  joined  up  with  6 other  nearby  Churches  and offered 
overnight  hospitality  to  up  to  10  people  who  would  otherwise  have been 
sleeping  rough  during  the  month  of  January. We opened  our  doors  on the  4 
Saturdays  in the  month  and 66  of our  members  helped  with  the  Òhotel 
servicesÓ. Our  next  project  will  be the  installation  of a shower  as part  of a 
wet  room  with  disabled  facilities.  Tea dances  also  became  part  of  our 
regular  programme  from  April  2008  with  a qualified  instructor.  Not  Strictly 
Dancing is certainly meeting a need.

EmilyYoung,  our  Youth  Worker  and Chris  Wheeler our  Gap Year Worker, 
have  both  been busy  in  sustaining  our  services  for  youth.   They  range  from 
the  Brigades  which  meet  each Friday,  to  Sunday services,  to  other  activities 
and events.  A large  number  of our  members  are currently  involved  in 
supporting  youth  activities.  Steve Wenman  is  the  longest  serving  Ð for  a 
record  50  years.  There  was also  a day to  trip  to  Folkestone  in July which  will 
be followed by a Church weekend in 2009

Lesley celebrated  her  Silver Jubilee  as a Minister  in  October.  This  provided 
an ideal  opportunity  for  everyone  to  show  their  appreciation  of  her  Ministry 
in  Kingston  during  the  last  11 years.   Apart  from  Lesley  and  Suk In Lee - our 
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part  time  Minister  who  divides  his  time  with  New Malden  URC - there  are 
very  few  of our  members  and regular  friends  who  have  not  involved  in  some 
aspect  of the  operation  of the  Church.  Our  team of 12  elected  Elders  have 
all been  heavily  committed  with  particular  responsibilities.  We are 
particularly  grateful  to  each of them  for  backing  our  Ministers  in  the 
leadership  of  a very  active  Church  which  is  increasingly enriching  the  faith 
of its  members  and attempting  to  serve  the  community  around  within the 
means at its disposal.

Derek Winsor

Children as Thinkers

Having  spent  my  professional  life  in  education,  I was delighted  to  be  invited 
to  visit  my granddaughter  EmmaÕs Infants  school  parentsÕ evening  on 
Philosophy  and  Thinking  Skills.  The  school  - a local  authority  school  - 
believes  that  children  need  to  be encouraged  from  an early  age to  think 
Òoutside the  boxÓ and  not  to  accept  everything  at  face  value.  Because of  my 
interest,  the  headteacher  invited  me  to  see some  of the  work  going  on in 
classes.  It  is fascinating and exciting  to  see a school  that  understands  that 
knowledge  is not  the  only  important  thing  that  schools  need  to  develop  in 
children. 

Out  of  my privileged  entrŽe  to  this  wonderful  school  I came  across  a true 
story  that fascinated  me, and  which  I think  is  worth  sharing  with  you.  A six-
year-old  asked  the  teacher  why  God allowed  Jesus to  be  crucified.  The 
teacher,  whose  religious  persuasions  (if  any) I do  not  know,  took  the  long, 
deep  breath  that  is typical  of  an adult  who  feels  her/himself  almost 
defeated  by  a question,  and  said,  ÒWell, you  remember  the  story  of  Noah 
and the  flood.  God was fed  up  with  the  fact  that  many  people  were  not 
doing  what  he  wanted,  and  so  he decided  to  start  again.  So he  saved the 
people  and animals  he  wanted  in  the  ark  and  brought  about  the  flood. 
Much,  much  later,  God decided  that  people  were  again  not  doing  what  he 
wanted  and  he was unhappy.  This  time,  instead  of sending  a flood,  he  sent 
Jesus to  show  precisely  what  God wanted,  so  that  people  would  know  what 
to  do.  Even when  some  people  were  most  unkind  and  cruel  to  Jesus, he still 
loved  them.Ó Another  child  piped  up,  ÒDo you  think  God has a computer?Ó 
ÒWhy do  you  ask?Ó replied  the  teacher.  ÒWell,Ó said the  child,  Òit seems a bit 
like  when  you  load  a page  from  the  internet,  and  it  does  not  work  properly, 
so  you hit  ÒRefreshÓ and it  all  works  better.Ó ÒDonÕt be  silly,Ó said  another 
child,  Òcomputers werenÕt invented  when  God sent  Jesus.Ó ÒIÕm not  stupid,Ó 
said  the  first  child.  ÒI know  that  God didnÕt really have  a computer,  but  he 
acted LIKE he had one.Ó 
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To  see a link  between  God and a 21st  century computer-buff  takes  the  lively 
imagination  of a child.  Three  cheers  for  children  with  imagination;  in them 
lies  hope  for  the  future  of our  faith.  The  challenge  to  us aging  adults  is to 
be  as imaginative  as the  children,  and  update  our  traditional  ideas  of  God - 
and the way we relate to God.

Tony Wenman

Mind the Gap

year out places in Kingston, South West London

Looking at last minute Gap Year choices and trying to figure out where to go and 
what to do in your year out? Do you want to discover and follow  what God’s plan is 
for your life whilst you serve and reach out to others. If these are the questions you 
are facing then a MIND THE GAP year with Oxygen could be just what you are 
looking for!

Oxygen’s MIND THE GAP year is a journey of discovery when we offer a select 
group of people an opportunity to deepen their understanding of Jesus as they seek 
to reach out and do the same for young people. There is no cost to taking part and 
instead we offer accommodation, an allowance and a full programme of relational 
youth outreach linked to a training and development programme, we also ask you 
to look at undertaking some fundraising challenges to support the overall work. Our 
programmes include sports, music arts and drop in youth cafes. We run regular 
weekly clubs as well as big weekend and annual events. You will also be asked to 
develop and run your own work during the year, adding to what goes on, leaving a 
legacy that will impact young people for years to come.

Places on the team are filling up quickly, but there is still time to apply, with the 
deadline being the end of July 2009. We are especially keen to hear from any guys 
who are interested as we have a lot of work with younger teenage boys who value 
and need older supportive role models. For more information on what is involved 
and what Oxygen does then visit www.oxygen-online.org 

Richard James

Director, Oxygen
St Peters Church, London Road, Kingston, KT2 6QL

020 8547 0566  -  www.oxygen-online.org
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Wednesday Forum Programme

For BOTH women  and men, the  Forum  meets  on the  first  Wednesday  of 
each month,  excluding  August.  We meet  at  10.45  am for  tea and  coffee, 
and the  talk  starts  at  11.00am.  This  is followed  by an optional  lunch  at 
12.30  pm,  cost  just  £3.00.  If you  are  around  during  the  day give  it  a try  - 
stick it in your diary. 

The programme of interesting and stimulating talks for this autumn are: 

2 September  Sustainability  Katherine Eames 

7 October   The Fircroft Projects  Susannah Horwood 

4 November  Off beat walks in London  Peter Ashdown 

2 December   Anecdotes  Roger Hoath

 (Plus Special Christmas Meal) 

Future topics to include bird watching and the history of gem stones. 

If you know  of any good  speaker  on  an interesting  subject  do  let  me  know 
on 020 8546 9999 

Phil Crump 

Electronic Church News

In the  May Church  News, Bron Robinson  set  out  very  clearly  the  case for 
people  receiving  their  Church  News by e-mail  or from  the  website.  With  the 
paper  form  of Church  News costing  the  church  about  £2700  per  annum, 
there  is good  reason  to  save money  by reducing  the  number  of  copies  that 
we have printed  each month.  So far only  10 people - of the  dozens  in  the 
church  who  have  computers  and  e-mail  facilities  - have said that  they 
would be content  with an electronic copy. Reducing  the  number  of 
printed  copies  by  only  10  per  month  will  make  no  significant  difference  to 
the printing cost the church has to meet.

In the  past  the  arrival  of Church  News on  the  church  web page  has been 
irregular,  but  thanks  to  a valuable  piece  of work  by Mike  Butcher  and 
others,  most  of this  years  copies  are  now  on the  site  and  there  is  hope  that 
each edition  will  arrive  there  more  regularly.  But even if  that  fails,  I am 
happy  to  e-mail  copies  to  anyone  who  gives  me  their  e-mail  address.  E-mail 
me at  tony.wenman@btinternet.com  and  I will  add you  to  the  mailing  list. 
When we have 30 or more names, I will reduce the printing order.

Tony Wenman
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Concrete Achievements

The  Rev. John Townsend  was minister  of our 
church  for just  three  years  in the  late  18 th  century. 
He would  probably  now  be  forgotten  but  for  the 
fact  that  he founded  two  educational  institutions 
which  are still  flourishing  today,  two  centuries  after 
his  death:  the  Royal School for  Deaf Children,  and 
Caterham  School.  A biography  of  Townsend  has 
recently  been  published  Ð the  only  biography,  as 
far  as I know,  relating  to  a minister  of our  church. 
This  emphasises  what  a remarkable  person 
Townsend  was: a man  of  quite  extraordinary 
energy  and perseverance  whose  life  is, I think, 
worth outlining.

John Townsend  was born  in  Whitechapel,  a poor  area of east  London,  in 
1757.  His father  ran a pewter  foundry  and  was an ardent  follower  of  the 
evangelist  George  Whitefield.  John went  to  ChristÕs Hospital  School in the 
City  of  London  and later  served  an apprenticeship  as a pewterer.  He too 
became  increasingly  influenced  by the  evangelical  fervour  of  the  Methodist 
movement  and  attached  himself  to  the  congregation  at WhitefieldÕs 
Tottenham  Court  Road chapel.  He soon  felt  the  call  to  preach  and was sent 
to  a chapel  in  Mitcham  to  gain  experience.  Here, a lady  remarked:  Ôthis 
young  man  would  be acceptable  for  a Sabbath  at  KingstonÕ. John was 
acutely  aware  of his  lack  of theological  training  but  he  duly  accepted  an 
invitation  to  take  the  services.  On arriving  at  the  Independent  Chapel in 
Heathen  Street  (thatÕs us! Ð the  name  was later  changed  to  Eden Street) Ôhis 
youthfulness  struck  the  manager  with  surpriseÕ, but  he  clearly  left  a good 
impression.  At  the  age  of 21  he moved  to  Lewes where  he  stayed  for  eight 
months,  learning  the  ropes  as an assistant  pastor.  He was then  appointed 
as a regular  pulpit  supply  at  Kingston  where  they  Ôappreciated his  rich  yet 
plain  and  unadorned  sermonsÕ. He apparently  spent  16  hours  a day 
studying  Hebrew,  Greek  and  theology.  On 1 June 1781  he was ordained 
pastor  of  our  church  at a salary  of £60  a year.  In the  same  month  he 
married  a Huguenot,  Cordelia  Cahusac, who  was from  a family  of well 
known  musical  instrument  makers  in  London.  She later  set up  a boarding 
school in Kingston.

But  then  difficulties  arose.   A popular  preacher  called  William  Huntington  (a 
coal heaver  from  Thames  Ditton,  once  a member  at  Heathen  Street,  and 
described  as Ôvery coarseÕ), began  expounding  extreme  Calvinist  or 
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ÔantinomianÕ!  doctrine  amongst  the  local  churches.  Such doctrine  condoned 
very  lax  morals.  HuntingtonÕs  ideas  seem to  have infiltrated  the  Kingston 
congregation  to  such  an extent  that  Townsend  resigned  in June 1784  and 
took  up  a pastorate  at Jamaica Row chapel  in  Bermondsey,  south-east 
London,  where  he  subsequently  ministered  for  42  years, much  loved  and 
appreciated  for  his  preaching  and pastoral  care  despite,  as we shall  see, his 
frequent absence from the ÔparishÕ. 

TownsendÕs interest  in  the  plight  of  deaf and dumb  children  was first 
aroused  by the  son of a member  of the  Jamaica Row congregation  who  was 
being  educated  at a private  academy  for  the  deaf at a cost  to  the  family  of 
£1500  over  9 years.  ÒIf only  such  schooling  could  be  more  accessible  and 
free,Ó he wondered,  and he decided  to  do  something  about  it.  155  local 
children  were  identified  as being  in  need.  TownsendÕs connections  with 
Henry  Thornton,  a leading  banker,  philanthropist,  and  member  of the 
Clapham  Sect (a group  of influential  evangelical  Anglicans)  proved  crucial.  A 
prospectus  for  the  proposed  school  was issued  in  the  Times and  the 
Morning Chronicle,  and  applications  for  admission  flooded  in.  Townsend 
sounded  out  possible  teachers  and a vast  publicity  campaign  was soon 
under  way.  Just five  months  later,  the  ÔAsylum for the  Support  and 
Education  of  Deaf and Dumb  ChildrenÕ opened  in  1792  in  Grange  Road, 
Bermondsey,  with  six  children.  Boys were  taught  shoemaking  and  girls  were 
taught  stay-making.  By 1807  there  were  120  children  and new  premises 
were constructed in the Old Kent Road.

Meanwhile,  Townsend  was one  of seven evangelical  ministers  who  were 
instrumental  in  founding  the  London  Missionary  Society  in  1794.  He was 
also  a leading  light  in  setting  up  the  British  and Foreign  Bible  Society  and 
the  London  Female  Penitentiary.  Unflagging  in  his  efforts  to  raise  money  for 
his  Asylum,  he  toured  the  whole  country,  covering  well  over  4000  miles, 
preaching  and inviting  subscriptions.  It  is  reckoned  that  he  raised  over 
£3000  in  congregational  collections  plus  over  £4000  in  subscriptions  and 
donations Ð staggering sums for those times. 

As if  he  wasnÕt busy  enough,  another  matter  had long  occupied  TownsendÕs 
mind:  the  needs  of impoverished  dissenting  ministers  and   especially  the 
education  of  their  children.  So in  1810  he  circulated  plans  for  a 
Congregational  School for  up  to  100  children  of Congregational  ministers, 
together  with  a Ôcomfortable  retreat  for  a dozen  worn  out  ministersÕ (!) 
Once  again  he  vigorously  pursued  funding  by touring  the  country,  covering 
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700  miles  and  preaching  25 sermons  in  one  month.  A property  was secured 
in  Lewisham  for  the  school,  which  prospered  after  a shaky  start,  though  it 
seems  that  there  wasnÕt enough  money  in  the  end  to  provide  for  the  Ôworn 
out ministersÕ.

As TownsendÕs health  declined  (he had contracted  TB) the  Deaf and Dumb 
Asylum  Committee  felt  that  the  memory  of  TownsendÕs distinguished 
services  should  be perpetuated,  so  they  raised  funds  for  a full  size  bust  to 
be  sculpted  by William  Behnes Ð a renowned  artist  of  the  time.  This  was 
eventually  presented  to  the  Asylum  by  its  patron,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester 
and has survived.

Townsend  retained  his  links  with  our  church,  for  when  the  next  settled 
minister  was appointed  at Heathen  Street, following  15 years of unhappy 
turmoil,  he  was invited  back  to  preach  the  sermon.  Incidentally,  for  his  text 
he  chose  1 Thess. 5 v13:  ÔAnd be at  peace among  yourselvesÕ.  He died  in 
1826  and was buried  in  the  famous  DissentersÕ cemetery  at  Bunhill  Fields, 
in the company of Bunyan, Defoe and Blake. 

TownsendÕs Asylum  is now  the  Royal School for  Deaf Children,  located  in 
Margate.  Adaptability has been  the  key to  its  success:  it  is  a registered 
charity  that  leads  the  way in  innovative  education  for  severely  and 
profoundly  deaf children,  including  those  with  emotional,  learning  and 
communication  difficulties.  His  second  foundation,  the  Congregational 
School, is  now  known  as Caterham  School, having  moved  from  Lewisham  to 
Caterham  in 1883.  It  too  has adapted  with  the  times,  admitting  lay pupils 
from  1912  and  becoming  a highly  regarded  public  school  in  1924.  Christian 
values  are maintained  and a number  of  places  are  still  set  aside  for  children 
of URC ministers.

The  remains  of  the  original  Deaf and  Dumb  Asylum  in the  Old  Kent  Road 
are still  visible,  now  converted  into  flats.  Townsend  Street  and Townsend 
Primary  School nearby  perpetuate  the  memory  of our  illustrious  former 
minister.  Jamaica Row chapel  was destroyed  in the  Blitz,  but  Swallows 
Gardens  in  Whitechapel  (where  John Townsend  spent  his  childhood) 
remains:  it  is  an alley  off  Royal Mint  Street,  which  achieved  notoriety  in  the 
late 19 th  century as the site of Jack the RipperÕs last murder. 

A copy  of the  new  richly  illustrated  biography:  John Townsend – Champion 
of Georgian Charity, by  John Townesend,  a descendant,  has been  very 
kindly  donated  to  our  church  archives  by  Mr  Stephen  Smith,  former 
headmaster  of  Caterham  School.  If anyone  would  like  to  read it  do  have  a 
word with me.

(Maybe we should name one of our rooms the Townsend Room?)

John Fisher 
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Bethan Robinson  -  Music Co-ordinator

As you  may  know  we have  been  looking  at ways  to  fill  the  two  different 
roles  which  Chris  Wheeler has been fulfilling  for  us Ð that  is the  leadership 
role  in  the  Friday  night  Brigades,  alongside  Emily,  and  the  music  leadership 
role  particularly  with  the  11.30  services.  It  has not  been  possible  once  again 
to  embody  those  two  roles  in one  person,  but  I am delighted  to  tell  you, on 
behalf  of  the  Worship  Group,  that  Bethan Robinson  has agreed  to  co-
ordinate  the  music  (and  musicians)  for  the  11.30  worship.  It  is  extremely 
satisfying  to  be able  to  offer  this  position  to  one  of  the  home  team, 
especially  one  of our  young  people.  Bethan  is a talented  and creative 
musician.  She plays  guitar  and  piano  (and  is  pretty  nifty  with  the  harmonica 
at the same time), she sings and she writes and performs her own songs. 

Bethan  is in  her  last  year of  school  studies  at  Esher College  and  takes  her 
A2s  next  summer  (A Levels  in old  money).  So we have her services  for  the 
next  academic  year.  One of the  first  tasks  Bethan needs  to  do  for  us is 
search  through  our  resources  for people  who  play  a musical  instrument  or 
sing.  We need  to  gather  a group  of people  with  these  talents  who  may 
occasionally  like  to  perform  at the  11.30  service  in  particular  and would 
commit  to  the  practice  time  necessary  to  do  this.  We think  we know  who 
these  people  are and  will  be  giving  Bethan  some  names,  but  if you  are 
perhaps  new  in  the  church  or have never  told  anyone  of your  musical 
abilities,  Bethan  would  love  to  hear  from  you  (as would  any  of us in  the 
Worship Group). 

I know  you will  all give  Bethan the  support  and inspiration  she  needs  to  do 
this important piece of work for us. 

Denise Scorer

On behalf of the Worship Group who are:
Denise Scorer (Chair), Lesley Charlton, John Watts, 

James Fells, Liz Bartlett, Heather Lodge, 
Gill Carstens and Jayne Scorer 

BrendaÕs Cumbrian (not Suffolk) joke

ÒDid you Ôear that  owd  Seth GreenthwaiteÕs gettinÕ wed again?Ó asked  Sam in 
the local pub. ÒYouÕd Ôave thought ÔeÕd Ôave known better.Ó

ÒAye, Ôappen Ôe do,Ó said  Bill.  ÒTrouble is, Ôe met  a widow  as knew  better 
still!Ó

[You are allowed to groan! Ed]
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The course advertised below has been arranged as part of our Local 

Ecumenical Project (LEP). It takes place at All Saints, but it is hoped that 

members from all the LEP churches will support it. There can be few more 

important issues for Christians in Britain today than understanding the 

beliefs and traditions of people of other faiths. Ed

LEP Course  -  Understanding Islam

at All SaintsÕ, Kingston

14.00-16.00, Wednesdays 23 September to 2 December 2009

Judaism, Christianity  and Islam have  been  in  a relationship  ever since  the 
7th !century  CE and  the  earliest  years  of  the  Prophet  MuhammadÕs time  in 
Makkah.  Down  through  the  centuries,  there  have been  good  times  and bad. 
Muslims  trace  their  ancestry  back  through  Abraham,  just  like  Jews and 
Christians.  All  three  of these  ÒAbrahamic faithsÓ have  much  in  common  but 
also  see things  differently.  We need to  know  and appreciate  these  Òcousins 
in faithÓ.

Over the  last  forty  years, a large  number  of Muslims  have  moved  to  Britain 
so  that  now  they  number  by  far  the  biggest  religious  group  after  British 
Christians.  In many  of  our  major  towns  and cities,  Muslims  make  up  a 
substantial  minority  of  the  population.  This  constitutes  an invitation  to 
everyone  to  get  to  know  Islam and  Muslims  better  and  to  explore  ways of 
building  bridges  of mutual  respect  and  understanding.  This  applies  to 
those  involved  with  Muslims  as neighbours,  friends,  workplace 
acquaintances or clients in the caring professions.

There  is  a great  deal of misunderstanding of Muslims  in  the  West. This 
course  has  been designed  to  give  an appreciation  of  the  inner  dimensions 
of Islam and  the  way that  it  shapes  the  lives  of  Muslims,  as well  as the  outer 
manifestations  of  Islam as a religion.  If we are  to  engage  in  dialogue  with 
our  Muslim  fellow  citizens,  then  we need to  understand  something  of  their 
world  view,  beliefs,  practices  and the  history  of relations  through  the 
centuries.

The  course  consists  of  ten  two-hour  sessions,  including  a visit  to  a mosque. 
It  is  given  by Dr Chris  Hewer, the  St Ethelburga  Fellow  in  Christian-Muslim 
Relations,  who  has been  involved  in  the  study  of  Islam and  practically  in 
Christian-Muslim  relations  since  1986.  For many  years, he worked  in 
Birmingham  [Where former KURC minister Roy Lowes is now based as 
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Provincial Moderator Ed.] as Inter-Faith Adviser  and  was associated  with  the 
Centre for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations.

The outline of the course is as follows:

23 September: A Muslim-eye view of creation 

30 September: The Prophet Muhammad 

7 October: The QurÕan 

14 October: An overview of Muslim history 

21 October: Principal beliefs of Islam 

Half Term 28 October: No Meeting 

4 November: The ritual practice of Islam 

11 November: Visit to Kingston Mosque 

18 November: Living constantly remembering God 

25 November: Islam and other faiths 

2 December: Muslims in Europe and especially in Britain.

Some Suffolk ( not Cumbrian!) churchyard humour

ÒThis would  be  sad world,Ó remarked  an old  lady  leaving  the  church  after  a 
funeral  service,  Òif it  were  not  for  the  blessed  hope  of immorality  in  the 
next.Ó 

[Read this one very carefully, or you’ll miss the point! There are no spelling 
mistakes! Ed]

Once  there  was a church  sexton  called  Abraham  Hunt  whose  wife  was called 
Ellen.  Abraham  had custody  of the  church  key which  he  kept  in  his  cottage. 
One day an elderly  parishioner  wanted  to  go  inside  the  church  to  clean. 
Noticing  Abraham  working  in  the  churchyard,  enquired  if  she could  borrow 
the key. ÔGo to Ellen Hunt for itÕ, replied Abraham.

[This one is best read out loud - but make sure you are not overheard! 

I dare only attribute these remarks to an anonymous source! Ed]
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The Southern Synod of the United Reformed Church

Prayers for the Ministry of GodÕs People

As requested at Synod in October 2008 and prepared by 
representatives of the Synod Retreats Fellowship

We live  in  days  when  many  mainstream  Christian  denominations  are  facing 
a sharp  decrease  in  the  number  of  those  called  to  full-time  ministry.  We 
also  acknowledge  that  patterns  of  ministry  are changing,  and  that  we need 
renewed faith and courage to acknowledge and face those changes.

The Basis of Union  of  the  United  Reformed  Church  reminds  us that  ÒThe 
Lord  Jesus Christ  continues  his  ministry  in and  through  the  Church,  the 
whole  people  of GodÓ We are all called  to  be ministers,  servants.  At  the 
same  time,  we have  always  recognised  that  Òsome are called  to  the  ministry 
of the  Word and  Sacraments,Ó exercising  Òpastoral care  and  oversight,Ó and 
giving Òleadership to the Church in its mission to the world.Ó

ÒLeadershipÓ and  ÒmissionÓ are  key  words  as we look  to  the  future.  Every 
local  congregation  needs  leadership,  and we thank  God for  our  ministers, 
elders  and  all who  share  in  that  leadership.  Every local  congregation  also 
exists,  not  just  for  itself,  but  in  order  to  share  the  good  news  of Jesus 
Christ  in  word  and  action.  At  the  formation  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
England  in 1876  it  was well  said:  ÒNo Church  of Christ  has  any  right  to  exist 
at all unless  she  is missionary.Ó Therefore,  we  must  pray  for  wisdom  and 
guidance  from  the  Holy  Spirit  as we  consult  together  about  our  future 
patterns of ministry and our mission in ChristÕs name to his world.

Let us give thanks to God that:

Alongside  Christians  of other  denominations,  we  are  all part  of the  one 
Body of Christ;

We have  all been given  gifts  for  the  service  of Christ,  the  Church  and  the 
world

So many  men  and women  have  given  and  continue  to  give  sacrificial 
ministry to the Church;

Let us confess to God that:

We have  not  always  been  open  to  the  Holy  Spirit  to  discern,  receive  and use 
GodÕs gifts to us all;

We have  relied  too  much  on our  ministers  and expected  too  much  form 
them;
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We have too  often  taken  our  ministers  and leaders  for  granted  and  not 
prayed for them regularly;

We have  left  mission  and witness  in  the  hands  of others  and shrunk  from 
becoming involved.

Pray for:

! all serving  ministers,  stipendiary  and  non-stipendiary;  church  related 
community  workers;  those  responsible  for  training  ministers;  more 
men and women to be open to GodÕs call to full-time ministry;

! ministers  who  feel unprepared  for  new  patterns  of ministerial 
leadership;  those  feeling  overburdened  by the  calls  made  upon  them; 
ministers  for  whom  ministry  has become  spread  so  thinly  that  they  feel 
they have become ineffective;

! elders  and their  ministry  in  the  local  church;  wisdom  and  grace  to  be 
given  to  elders  in  their  partnership  with  ministers;  willingness  to  be 
open  to  new  patterns  of  leadership;  readiness  to  lead the  local  church 
in its mission to the community;

! those  serving  as local  church  leaders;  others  to  discern  a call to  this 
ministry;  glad  acceptance  of  a local  church  leaderÕs role  by the  whole 
congregation;

! all local  church  meetings  as the  consultation  about  the  deployment  of 
ministers  continues;  clear discernment  about  other  local  churches  with 
whom  ministry  might  be  shared;  willingness  to  explore  ecumenical 
partnerships;

! the  priority  of  mission  to  be  understood  in  all our  churches;  all 
members to discern and use their God-given gifts;

! the  United  Reformed  Church,  the  Southern  Synod, the  Synod Moderator 
and all  who  wrestle  with  new  patterns  of  deployment;  for  all to  be 
guided by the Holy Spirit.

“Christian prayer is not an attempt to use God for our purposes,
but a petition that he will use us for his.”  (William Temple)
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Regular Weekly Activities

Monday: 
10.00    Parents & Toddlers (during school terms)

Tuesday: 
10.00    Parents & Toddlers (during school terms)
18.30 to 19.15  Body and Soul Workout

Wednesday:
10.00    Parents & Toddlers (during school terms)
10.45    The Wednesday Forum (first Wednesday monthly except August)
13.10    Lunchtime Service
19.30    Prayer Meeting

Thursday:
19.30    International Friendship CafŽ

Friday:
From 14.00 to 17.00 Ballroom and Latin American dancing, with Jeff Clark, 
   most weeks.
From 17.30   GirlsÕ Brigade (during school terms)
From 17.30   BoysÕ Brigade (during school terms)
22.00    All night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00)

Saturday:
22.00    Street Pastors (until 04.00)

How to contribute to Church News:

Contributions on matters of reflection and opinion,
as well as reports of activities, are welcome.

Copy for Church News must reach the editor no later than midday on the second 
Sunday of the month.  Electronic copy is preferred, by e-mail or on diskette.  

Typed or hand-written copy should be left 
in the editorÕs pigeon-hole opposite Room 6.

The next copy deadline is 12 noon on Sunday, 12 July 2009

Editor:  Vaughan and Teresa James

Thank you to Mail Boxes Etc. for printing Church News.
They are at: 22 Eden Street, Kingston, KT1 1DN, tel: 020 8547 1547

e-mail: info@mbekingston.co.uk

You can also keep in touch with worship and activities at our church
through our website - www.kingstonurc.org.

Log on and subscribe to regular e-updates
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Kingston United Reformed Church - Information
A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share 

in our services and activities

Our Sunday Services:

10.00 – Traditional Worship
(with communion first Sunday 
monthly)

11.30 – Interactive Worship
(with communion on the last Sunday
monthly)

18.30 – Reflective Worship
(with communion on the third Sunday
monthly)

20.00 – Contemporary Worship
(on occasion on first Sunday)

On the second Sunday of each 
month
a combined service at 11.00 
replaces
the 10.00 and 11.30 services

Tea and coffee are served between 
the 10.00 and 11.30 services, before 
the 11.00 service on the second 
Sunday and after the 18.30 service

During the 10.00 service there are 
group activities for children of all 
ages.  Children go to their group at 
the end of the second hymn.  Visiting  
children are welcome to join them

Kingston United Reformed Church 
is a member of the Local 

Ecumenical Project in Kingston 
Town Centre with its partners, All 
Saints Parish Church in the Market 
Place and Kingston Baptist Church 

in Union Street

Minister:  Rev Lesley M Charlton
12 Regent Road, Surbiton, KT5 8NL
Tel:  020 8399 4423
E-mail: minister@kingstonurc.org

Associate Minister: Rev Suk In Lee
144 Malden Road, New Malden, KT3 6DS
Tel:  020 8949 2070
E-mail: leesukin@hotmail.com

Church Secretary:  Derek Winsor
4 Quayside Walk, Charter Quay, 
Kingston, KT1 1HY
Tel:  020 8549 9967

Church Treasurer:  Robin Hoar
76 Langham Rd, Teddington, TW11 9HJ
Tel:  020 8977 1524

Church Organist:  Tony Wenman
Tel:  01372 464709
E-mail: tony.wenman@btinternet.com

Youth Worker:  Emily Young
Tel:  07960 330556
E-mail: emilyrayoung@hotmail.com

Premises Manager:  Michael Brennan
Tel:  020 8549 1888
E-mail:  premises@urckingston.org.uk
Premises are open from 09.00-17.00

Private Prayer: The Sanctuary is 
open daily from 11.30 to 13.30

Coffee and Tea: Our foyer is 
normally open every weekday and 
Saturday from 11.00 until 14.00 for 
coffee and tea.

A Listening Ear: If you would like to 
talk with someone about a matter of 
concern, and you canÕt find anyone 
with a ÒListenerÓ badge, speak to the 
coffee -server, or get in touch 
with the Minister.
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