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Church Diary from April 26 " to May 24 ™ 2009
(For regular activities, please see inside back cover)

26 Sun 10.00 Traditional worship
11.30 Interactive worship with communion
18.30 Reflective worship
27 Mon 19.30 Discipleship Explored Course
28 Tues ACT meeting
29 Wed |13.10 Lunchtime service
14.15 Women'’s Fellowship
1 Frni 14.00 -17.00 Not Strictly Dancing
2 Sat Anchors & Juniors reception — year 6
19.30 - 21.30 Elders’ At home for Areas 1,2,3,4,7,8 in the meeting room
3 Sun 10.00 Traditional worship with communion
11.30 Interactive worship
18.30 Reflective worship
4 Mon Foyer to be open for May Merrie
11.00 - 16.00 Stay & Play
pm Not Strictly Dancing in the Market Square — Mayo Hall if wet
5 Tues Walk around Kennington, Lambeth & Westminster
6 Wed |10.45for11.00 | Wednesday Forum
13.10 Lunchtime service
14.15 Women'’s Fellowship — Devotional - Finlay Forbes
19.15 Elders’ meeting in the Training room
Bring & Share supper? Worship support annual plan + music
8 Fri 14.00 - 17.00 Not Strictly Dancing
9 Sat 19.00 Christian Aid Quiz evening
10 Sun 10.00 Coffee available
11.00 — 12.00 11 o'clock service
12.00 Church meeting
18.30 Reflective worship
Copy date for Church News Editor: Heather Lodge
11 Mon 19.30 Discipleship Explored course
12 Tues Christian Resources Exhibition , Sandown Park until Friday 15/5
13 Wed | 13.10 Lunchtime service
14.15 Women'’s Fellowship - Outing
15 Fri 14.00 - 17.00 Not Strictly Dancing
16 Sat Stay & Play
17 Sun 10.00 Traditional worship
11.30 Interactive worship
18.30 Reflective worship with communion
18 Mon 19.30 Discipleship Explored course
20 Wed |13.10 Lunchtime service
14.15 Women's Fellowship — Strawberry tea
21 Thurs Open House Day for Places of Worship. A Greater London event
running for 1 week
22 Fri 14.00 - 17.00 Not Strictly Dancing
24 Sun Premier Radio’s Big Church Day Out at Steyning, West Sussex
10.00 Traditional worship
11.30 Interactive worship
18.30 Reflective worship

18.00 for 20.00

Meet for meal & then Holy Space (suitable for over 10’s)
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From the Minister

Dear All

Jobs warning

Maybe it would be good for us to be reminded about the rules about jobs, because
sometimes people forget them.

1.

2.

0 ~

9.

We as a church community never pressurise people into doing things that
they do not feel is their calling.

We expect that people who are physically adults are psychologically adults
and know how to say ‘no’.

. We do not feel let down by people who say ‘no’. We do not think less of

them.

. There might well be times when you have to stop doing something. That is

OK.

If you say you want to stop, then you stop. It is not your job to find a
successor and it is not your worry if there is not a queue of people waiting
to pick the job up. That is not the way things work.

. We do not think that all Christian work is done through the institution of

Kingston URC. It could well be that people are doing what God wants them
to do at this time in their lives in their homes, in the community or in their
work. You do not have to be entering the building to be doing the right
thing.

. What is right for one phase of your life is not what is right in another.
. We believe that God has called us to do certain things with our building and

as a group of people. If we are right, then God will provide the people.
There are times however when we need to change the way that we do
things to deliver the same service. Things change. That is OK. The way we
do something now is not the only way to do something.

That all having been said, there are things we want to do together. There
are jobs that need to be done.

10.We are also aware that God may have something for us to do that we do

not know yet. Maybe you are the one who should be bringing something
new to us? Could it be that your job is to lead all the rest of us in a new
direction?

Yours
Lesley
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Derek’'s Comment

The current global financial crisis has
undoubtedly been caused by issues to do
with trust, greed and risk taking and is
making life very difficult for many of us. |
think most of us have been feeling
somewhat helpless over all this, but
encouraged by the response of the G20
leaders at their meeting on 1% April. While
their deal was obviously largely pre-
cooked, we are now hopefully going to
avoid the threatened collapse of the
financial system and we shall be able to
avoid a repeat of the agonies of the Great
Depression.

| have also been encouraged by a
submission from UK Churches’ to the G20
leaders on moving towards a sustainable
and equitable reordering of global
relationships. The whole document is too
long to produce here, but this is an extract
of the main points

1. Churches in the UK have had the
opportunity to reflect theologically and
practically on some of the underlying
causes and impacts of the global
economic crisis at various conferences,
seminars and synod debates over the
past few months. Based on these
reflections, we believe that we have an
important contribution to make to the
current debate on the reordering of
global economic relationships from our
Christian faith perspective.

2. Our submission is premised on the
principle that the fundamental failure of
the market system exposed by the
financial crisis is a moral failure; as
such it requires a moral response. We
therefore reject any proposals for the
recovery or regulation of the financial
markets predicated on the principle of a
return to business as usual, as this
implies a return to unethical business
and economic relationships.

3. Instead, we offer as a starting point
what we consider to be core ethical
principles for the reordering of our
global economic relationships in a
world characterised by increasing
human greed, inequality, injustice,
environmental degradation and
ecological crisis. These specifically
include the principles of sustainability,
solidarity, subsidiary, social justice and
equity, and accountability in the use of
public resources and the performance
of roles of public trust.

4. Commitment to these ethical principles
should be seen within the broader
context of our orientation to the
common good i.e. the complete
flourishing of all human individuals and
groups based on the requirement that
no individuals or groups are to be
excluded from enjoyment of the
benefits of social, economic and
cultural collaboration; that human
wellbeing requires more than the
satisfaction of basic needs, and must
be guided by a more comprehensive
vision of a life worth living.

5. We specifically reject the hollowness of
the dominant secularist and
consumerist images of well being
which neglect our relationship with God
and the rest of Creation which we
consider essential to human
flourishing. Whilst acknowledging that
there are a number of obstacles to
such an orientation, we believe that a
commitment to the common good could
transform the current narrative of
blame and accusation to one of shared
responsibility and commitment to
building an equitable and sustainable
global economy.

Please let me know if you would like to
see the whole document. Derek Winsor
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Pastoral News as at 19 ™ April 2009

The first thing that has to be said is that this month the main person who has had
an increased pastoral load is the one who usually is carrying it for all the rest of
us. Maggie’s sister has been seriously ill in hospital. This is alongside the fact that
Maggie and John already look after Maggie’s aunt full time. As a result of this,
Maggie has decided that she will have to stop doing the pastoral work for the
church. A big thanks are due to Maggie for all the work she has done.

Other news:
Helen S has moved to Whiteley village.

Olive W has had a short stay in hospital and is now home.

Congratulations to Munro M who has celebrated his 90" birthday with 2 parties —
one in England and one in Scotland with his twin sister.

Jean T;s mother, Gladwys celebrated her 100" birthday on 15" April. Many
congratulations to Gladwys on her special birthday and best wishes to her and to
Jean from all their friends in Kingston URC.

Congratulations to Ken and Virginia T who celebrated 50 years of marriage.

Congratulations to Ray and Stella T who also celebrated 50 years of marriage on
Easter Sunday.

Welcome to Benjamin M who was baptised on 19" April.

Our thoughts and prayers are with all these people plus those on our regular
prayer list: Joan and Munroe M, Margaret F, Alan C, Colin V, Olive and Jim W,
Muriel A and Patty D.

We also remember and pray for those who are caring for someone at home: Jean
T, Virginia T, Olwen S, Nigel T, Lilian V and Maggie and John A.

Apologies if you or yours have been missed out. If you want to understand why,
please re read the opening paragraph of this article.
Lesley Charlton
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International Bible Reading Association

</ IBRA

International Bible Reading Association

The members of IBRA promise to read each day the Bible passage for the day
and to pray for each other. The Bible should be read carefully and with prayer
that the Holy Spirit will help the reader to understand.

Readings for each month can be downloaded from www.christianeducation.org.uk
or we have some copies on the information desk.

As a sample, readings for week commencing Mon May 4™ are copied below.

ONENESS OF HUMANITY One human family

Text for the week: Romans 3:22-25

Mon May 4™ Genesis 1:26-31
Tues May 5" Genesis 9:1-7, 18-19
Weds May 6" | Acts 2:1-18

Thurs May 7" | Acts 11:1-18

Fri May 8" Acts 17:22-31

Sat May 9™ Romans 3:21-30
Sun May 10" | Romans 3:21-30

3rd May
10th May
17th May

24th May

31st May

Flowers for May

Dot Dixon
Ann MacFarlane
Peggy Chegwin

Barbara Fielding and
Denise Scorer

Olive and Jim Webb
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FATHER GRANT HOLMES
CHAPLAIN TO KINGSTON HOSPITAL

Father Grant Holmes has accepted our invitation to talk about his chaplaincy work
at Kingston Hospital which will enable us to adopt good practice when we visit
people in hospital. His knowledge of diversity issues and his inclusive approach
towards people of all faiths and cultures will widen our understanding, and we are
appreciative of the time he will give to us. The session is open to everyone, so
please make a note of the date and encourage other people to come.

Sunday, 14 June, at 3.15 (tea & biscuits) for 3.30 pm
in the Sanctuary

Jean Thompson for the Pastoral Co-ordinators
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News from Suk-In

Recently | visited my home country,
Korea. | had many things to do, but |
was very happy to see my relatives
and friends. It takes twelve hours to
fly there, but it didn't seem boring
because | knew | would be seeing
them all again. It is spring in Korea,
but it is already quite hot. Is this
global warming? It seems that
everything has changed. There are
new buildings and new motorways
and even new towns springing up
everywhere. My home-town is in the
south west province. When | was a
boy we used to go to the nearby
mountains for our primary school
picnic. In those days it seemed so
high. Now | was surprised to see that
it is not as high as | thought. The lake
where we used to swim in the
summer and skate in the winter
seemed so big back then. Now I
realise it is quite a small lake. My
friends’ parents seem to be very
elderly now. | will of course never be
like them!

When we were young we helped our
parents with the farming. For
example we were expected to water
the vegetables and take out the
weeds and we fed the cow and goat.
In our small town there was just one
primary school with a field to play
games. Now that school is closed,
the parents have moved away into the
city and there are very few children
left. Children no longer help with the
farm work. They no longer have time

to play games or go to the mountains
with their friends. They are very busy
with after school lessons and they are
already competing with each other for
their future.

In Korea the  children are
concentrating on their own lives. It is
all for their own advancement. In
England the children seem to have a
more social time; talking to their
friends and going out with them after
school. They do not have private
lessons and there are more social
events for them to attend.

In the past in Korea if any one got the
sack it was of concern to the whole
community. In times of financial
crises everyone helped his or her
neighbour, but now it seems
everywhere, not only in Korea, but in
Europe and America as well, each
person is out for his or her self.

It seems that the majority of people
are ready to blame others for their
troubles now. Surely as Christians
we should be prepared to accept
responsibility for what goes wrong in
our own lives and do our best to help
others when they are in trouble.

Alone we have difficulty managing
this, but with God'’s help we can love
each other.

Suk In Lee
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Elders At Home 2009

The Elders have decided that it is
high time they repeated a series of
“Elders’ At Homes” — events which
some members may remember from
2005-6. The aim is that the Elders
want to give members and friends the
opportunity to meet them, and each
other, to talk at greater length than is
possible on a Sunday, and to get to
know each other better. The Elders’
task is to guide the life of the church,
In association with Lesley, yet it can
be difficult to be sure we are all fully in
touch and know about each others’
thinking. This may be on practical
matters, or on faith matters, or on
personal matters.

So, Ken Bartlett and Liz Cook were
delegated to arrange these, and we
started with a “pilot” in November,
inviting people who have joined the
church in fairly recent years, along
with all the Elders. There were some
introductions, a joint activity, a light
supper provided by the Elders, and a
chance for informal socialising.
Everyone judged this to be a success,
and so we have scheduled three

more such occasions, in the course of
the year: 2" May, 27" June and 3"
October. You'll be invited directly; the
congregation has been divided up
according to Neighbourhoods, so
people come from similar parts of
Kingston and can therefore share lifts,
and your Church Neighbour and the
Pastoral Co-ordinator have been
invited for the same evening as you.

If you can’t come on the evening of
your invitation, then you will be very
welcome on a subsequent evening,
and we hope to hold a Sunday
afternoon event at the end, for people
who cannot make evenings at all. We
do hope you will feel able to come,
when it is the evening of your
Neighbourhood group or later, for all
the reasons given above.

If you have any queries about these
At Homes, do contact one or other of
us — hope to see you there!

Ken Bartlett, Liz Cook.
8974 5453 8549 1373

Baptism congratulations

Congratulations to Jess and Courtney Rice-Jordan, Karis, Kendra, Janelle and
Sandra Simmonds on their baptisms at St Raphael’s Roman Catholic church on

Sat 11th April.

Jess, Karis and Kendra are Juniors in our Brigade Company.
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Financing and distribution of KURC News

The budget report at March’s Church Meeting showed that printing this magazine
now costs the church approximately £2,700 per annum. For the next financial
year, the aim is to make the News self-financing. Below are our plans for doing
this.

a) Web download / email distribution service
(If you don’'t have access to a computer with an internet connection, stop
reading now and skip to the next section!)
The News is already available as a download from our church website.
To download, go to www.kingstonurc.org and under “Categories” on the left
hand side, you will see a link called “Church News”. Click on this and you will
see a list of back copies with the most recent at the top (direct link is
http://kKingstonurc.org/category/church-news/).
We strongly recommend that you subscribe to the Kingston United Reformed
Church Email Newsletter. Click on the “SUBSCRIBE” link on the top left hand
side of the home page, under the “Newsletter” heading and follow the on-
screen instructions. You will then receive an automatic email notification each
month, as soon as News is published — simple!
Alternatively we can arrange to email you a copy each month.
If you would like to receive your KURC News in either of these ways, please
register as an “e-subscriber” by emailing tony.wenman@btinternet.com making
it clear whether you want to download it from our website (easier and
preferable) or you want an emailed copy.
Once registered, you will no longer receive a printed copy, but you can of
course print one off at home if you don’'t want to read it on the screen.
This method of receiving KURC News is especially useful for members and
friends who no longer live in the area (and who have access to a computer), as
it will save on postage as well as printing costs — not to mention trees.

b) Voluntary contributions

- With this copy of KURC News you should find an envelope marked “KURC
News contribution”. We would be very grateful for any contribution towards the
cost of printing that you are able to afford. A suggested contribution is £1 per
copy, i.e. £12 per annum. If you are able to afford to contribute more than this,
that would be great. On the other hand, if this level of contribution would be
difficult for you, please give what you are comfortable with — and if that means
you contribute nothing, that is fine.
The important thing to remember is that this is a voluntary contribution
Your paper copy of KURC News will still be available for you for as long as you
want it.
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Remember, even if you become an e-subscriber, you can also still contribute
towards the cost of printing KURC News for other members and friends, the
foyer copies, etc.

c) Large-print version
Whilst we are on the subject of KURC News, did you know that you can
request a large-print copy (A4 size) if you prefer? Please contact Tony
Wenman by email or on 01372 464709 if you want to change to this option. Of
course, if you opt for the electronic copy, you can change the display-size to
suit!

And finally, many thanks go to John Fisher who writes the names on the News
and bundles them up into Neighbourhood groups ready for distribution each
month. Goodness knows how many years John has been doing this, but it is a
long time, and lots of writing! Thank you John and hopefully you'll have fewer
copies to write names on as more and more copies are distributed electronically!

Bron Robinson

This is YOUR Church / KURC News!

Remember that you can contribute
letters, notification of events, articles
long or short, photographs, snippets
of useful information, jokes (in
moderation and not necessarily
Cumbrian), drawings, etc, etc.
Submit these at any time to the editor
of the next edition (always listed on
the back cover of the current edition).
If you don’'t want to write an article
yourself, but you have an idea for
one, still contact them — they may be
able to point you in the direction of
someone who could write it with/for
you.

This month we are grateful to Jenny
Tarbutt for photos and to an
anonymous artist for this drawing!

11
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Church weekend away at Dunford House
September 11 ™ to 13", 2009

Dunford House is tucked away in 60 acres of glorious woodland near Midhurst,
West Sussex.

Ray and | went for another visit recently together with Alison Holt, her young son
Connor and Emily Young. We were anxious to see if they agreed with us that
Dunford House would be a good venue. Fortunately they did. Emily was pleased
with the allotted space for the use of the young people — plenty of room for all
sorts of activities both inside and outdoors, a large grassy area at the back of the
formal lawn, perfect for rounders. And there is a croquet set available for the use
of all ages. Croquet on the lawn - how’s that! There is a barbecue and this would
be available should we like it for our Saturday evening meal if the weather was
good. There is a nice conservatory where the meal could be eaten, if desired.
Connor was suitably impressed and agreed that his contemporaries would enjoy
this — a fun place.

The woods have a nature trail and would be just right for other activities such as
orienteering. Emily’s mind was working overtime. The rest of the party left me to
take another look at the room suitable for those folk like me who have legs that
refuse to behave as they should. | was joined soon after when the others finished
their tour of the upstairs rooms. Everything there appeared to be of a satisfactory
nature and they agreed with me that the single rooms on the ground floor were
really lovely. Looking out on the garden and with ensuite facilities geared to the
disabled, i.e. big shower rooms and low baths. | put my mark on the room I
fancied but do not know if | will be lucky or not!

The lecture rooms, the library and the dining room all got the thumbs up from the

group and the lounge with its big fireplace one end and a bar the other had us all

pleased. The drive up to the house was very welcoming — on the day we arrived

the woods were just showing green and the banks beside the road were sprinkled

with primroses, as were the edges of the lawns and the bushes surrounding the
12
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house. September should be equally beautiful as the leaves will be starting to
turn colour.

The venue seems right and speakers have been arranged and a programme
mapped out. The theme is to be “Where are we at?”, much room for thought
there. It all sounds exciting and | for one am looking forward to the weekend.
Please do not miss out, sign up NOW! If the cost is a problem do not let this deter
you. Some help may be available and, if it should happen that you have some
cash to spare, all donations would be much appreciated.

This is a delightful spot and a sense of peace prevails. See you there.

Stella Taylor

Warning - have you had your gas meter changed recently?

We received a gas bill in February that was at least three times more than we had
expected it to be. After we’'d picked ourselves up off the floor, | rang our gas
provider. Some time into the conversation, | happened to mention that our gas
meter had been replaced in December. This turned out to be the problem — the
new meter is metric and the old meter was imperial, but unfortunately the
company who changed the meter hadn’t told the gas provider to change their
billing method to reflect this. Problem solved and credit now received.

Since this happened to us, I've heard of other instances — there is a story on the
BBC Watchdog website of an elderly couple (the husband with pneumonia) whose
gas bills got so high that they decided to switch off their boiler altogether. It took
almost a year before anyone realised what had happened and they eventually
received a credit of an incredible £2,768. So if your gas meter is changed, be
warned and check your next bill very carefully!

Bron Robinson
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Children and Young People — what's been happening?

We have been awarded our Child Friendly Church Award! A big thank you for all
involved in achieving this.

Synod Youth and Children’s Events 2009 Planet Earth and All around the
World .
The Youth and Children’s Events took place on Saturday 14™ March at
Walthamstow Hall School in Sevenoaks, alongside the adult synod meeting.
17 children and young people from Kingston URC attended the events, the largest
group present, and this is what some of them had to say about it:
Rolling down the hill was fun, but someone accidentally got kicked in the head.
One of the activities was drumming. Chanelle liked drumming and thought it
was fun because you got to hit things. lkenna didn’t like the drumming
because there wasn’t much choice.
Chanelle liked the paper bags and thought it was the best because she thought
it was wicked but Ebere didn’t like it because he couldn’t do them properly and
it was boring.
Lara liked the prayer banner with t-shirts because it was shown in church at the
end of synod.
The ‘funniest’ bit was when Ebere pushed Chanelle and Connor put Lara into
the bin.
Chanelle, Ebere and Lara liked the prayer stations which were based on
Bangladesh, Christian Aid, Jamaica, HIV/Aids and Olives, bread and oil from
Palestine.
At the end of the day we received our Child Friendly Church Award, Lara and
Connor got to receive it, and said that our church was good for children
because we go to Brigade, and Connor said because it is friendly.
Kem went to the children’s event and enjoyed making filters out of stones and
coloured sand and meeting people she’d met the previous year. It was an ok
event and some of us want to go back next year. (Chanelle, Lara, Ebere,.
Ikenna and Kem.)
We played games and learnt a song and | made a white board and pen
because they used to write with it. | had a fun day. (Kirsty.)

Both events explored three of the countries that Commitment for Life supports,
Bangladesh, Zimbabwe and Jamaica. The fourth Palestine/Israel is the theme of
part of the next synod and we have used a project there as a theme before. The
worship in the all-together time with the adults included prayers and a prayer
banner from the children and young people, and some of the children, including
Billie-Jean were willing to go up on the stage to teach the young people and adults
the actions to ‘All over the world God’s Spirit is moving’, and the worship itself was
led by Lesley.

14
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Thanks are due to John Watts, Bruce Stuart and Lesley who gave up a nice
peaceful drive to Synod to accompany Chris and 17 children on the train, plus all
their belongings. If you've ever tried this, you’ll know just how much of an
achievement that is.

Brigade End of term activities
At the end of term the Brigade children had an Easter Egg hunt and the
Seniors/Young Leaders went bouldering and caving at Craggy Island in Sutton.

Bouldering is like rock climbing but rather than going up a long way you go
sideways across a fake rock wall. The caving system was also man-made but as
most youth groups wouldn’t go caving these days, it is a good option.

Good Friday Activity Day

On Good Friday we confused people by holding activities for children from 12-
3pm. Hopefully you saw the Easter Garden on Easter Sunday that the children
made. If not, here is a photo.

Many thanks to all the people who helped with the day and to Steve, for planning
it and cooking all the Passover food for the children (and adults!) to try.

Please pray for new leaders to come forward for next year — for many activities we
are at our maximum safe numbers and we need to find a replacement(s) for Chris.

Emily Young

Look out for a full report and more photos of the Good Friday activity day next
month. Ed

15
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COOKING IN THE
COMMUNITY

As you know, Not Strictly Dancing,
the highly successful classes started
through the Community Ministry
Group, are going strong over a year
later. There is now another vague
idea in the air: cookery. We see links
between young parents with no
cooking skills learned at home; the
near-demise of practical cookery in
the school curriculum; the high price
of processed and part-processed food
to feed a family at a time of increasing
financial squeeze; the increase in
childhood obesity; the existence at
our church of a large kitchen (albeit
equipped with some older-fashioned
items); many members of the church
with ingrained cooking skills and an
ability to teach. Can you see where
this is going?

Yes, we are wondering about
developing some cookery classes.
But this is very early days, and we
know there are possible problems: the
old-fashioned, not very responsive
cookers; health and safety issues;
and above all, we don’t at the moment
know of anyone to lead on this. |If
vague ideas should turn into reality, it
needs a CHAMPION to take them
forward. This means someone who is
inspired by the idea, who could
investigate it carefully, and who could
take it forwards carefully but
successfully. Maybe that person
doesn’t exist; but, just maybe, YOU
are that person.

If you would like to think about this
and maybe take it forwards, however

tentatively, please speak with
someone on the Community Ministry
Group: Ann  Macfarlane, Dave

Richards, Liz Cook, Barbara Fielding,
June Avery, Cathy Seymour, or speak
with Lesley. You won’'t be committing
yourself (not yet, anyway!), but you
could be starting something really
good.

Liz Cook on behalf of the Community
Ministry Group

in the Richard Mayo Hall,
Eden Street
Saturday 25 April,
2.30 — 5pm

with Jeff Clark of
“Not Strictly Dancing”

Entry: £5.00 (includes tea)

Contact: June 8549 0999 or Liz 8549 1373
(Partner not essential — but men particularly
welcome!)

16
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KURC and the May Merrie

The May Merrie has been Kingston’s big event for many years, on the May Bank
Holiday. Usually, our doors have been shut and we have not been involved. This
year, however, we offered our very central buildings to the organisers, and we
also offered two activities for the people of Kingston: Ballroom/Latin American
Dancing, led by Jeff Clark of our Not Strictly Dancing, and Stay and Play for
children, led by Emily and her team.

This was accepted with enthusiasm, and these are the events, on Monday 4"
May:

Come down and join us as Kingston celebrates May Day throughout the town
centre between 1lam-5pm. Enjoy a fun packed day including Morris dancers,
music, a wildlife display, craft workshops, magic and street entertainment for the
whole family.

Visit the Kingston United Reformed Church, Eden Street between 11am-4pm for
‘Stay and Play’. There will be a range of activities for children and families to
enjoy. For £2.00 per family you can join in the fun including drinks, biscuits and
cakes.

Starting at 11.30 — 12.00, then at 3.30 — 4pm, on Clarence Street outside Barclays
Bank ‘Not Strictly Dancing’ will be treating you to their spectacular dancing skills. If
you want to learn something new, then you are in luck. They will be teaching a
few steps after their demonstration, and will end with a group performance. This
is for all abilities, so don’t be shy, why not come and have some fun?! If it rains,
then the event will be in the Richard Mayo Hall in Eden Street.

So there you have it — and Denise and Richard Scorer will be serving teas and
coffees etc in the coffee bar all day. Come along, be part of the crowd, and help
get our church and the Richard Mayo Centre onto the map for people who never
noticed it before!

Liz Cook
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Resilience

Article from the newsletter of St Andrew’s
URC Walton-on Thames (Romily Micklem’s
new church).

A few weeks ago Max Zindoga, a
former pupil of Fr David Harold Barry
arrived from Zimbabwe loaded with
25 kgs of stone sculptures and batiks,
just in time for the Henry Olonga
concert. Cleves School performance
hall was packed to hear this talented
Zimbabwean share his experiences
and his Christian faith. His beautiful
rendition of a popular Zimbabwean
song moved the dozen or soO
Zimbabweans in the audience to
tears. £750 of crafts were sold. Many
thanks to Paula and my better half for
their assistance. Half the ticket
receipts etc will go to Silveira House,
the other half to Tearfund. It was good

to see St Andrew's so well
represented, including Romilly
Micklem our new minister and his wife
Bridget and | think everyone

thoroughly enjoyed themselves. This
money will bring cheer to our hard
pressed friends in Zimbabwe.

Max also brought some letters and a
camera memory card with short 30
second videos showing some of the
artists. It was great to hear their
voices and see their smiling faces but
| was shocked how badly many have
deteriorated and | barely recognised
Mike Masedza and Lloyd Chikede —
young men, wasting away. The
suffering etched on their faces was so
visible. Mike has TB and Lloyd is HIV.
| also received a letter from Sekali,
whose husband Nicodemus you will
recall died recently from cholera. She

was so grateful for our donation which
would help support her two children
but she is frightened as she has just
discovered she is HIV positive, as if
she does not have enough problems!

Recent articles in Reform magazine
about our work is reaping dividends
with donations from Beaconsfield
URC and a member of Oadby URC,
near Leicester. Thanks also to Derek
Lindfield, our interim moderator who
made it possible for St Andrew’s to
run a sale at the Wessex Synod
raising a further £400. Many
Churches were made aware of our
direct involvement and expressed an
interest. This week, | am due visits
from Beaconsfield URC who will visit
‘Harvest’ and the shed. They will be
closely followed by Emmanuel URC,
Cambridge who wish to discuss
setting up a three week long sculpture
exhibition.

According to Ashleigh Callow, the
education officer with Jesuit Missions,
Wimbledon who has just returned
from a month long visit to Zimbabwe,
there are some signs of hope and a
semblance of stability. Shops have
food on the shelves again — mostly
imported but at a price beyond most
and in US dollars. | am very
conscious how important our help is
in keeping these people and their
dependants alive and again thank you
to those who make regular donations.
| am amazed at the resilience of the
people and sometimes wonder how
much of a difference our support
makes to the lives of their extended
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families. | was therefore heartened to
receive another letter, this time from
Fortune, the young man the
congregation may recall mentioned in
the last newsletter and whose
courage | so much admire. His home
was destroyed and both his legs
smashed by thugs. | quote:

‘I hope | find you well John. Here | am
ok. | have understood and
appreciated what you have said and
thank you again for the money which
has helped me a lot. | managed to
buy some cement and bricks to
rebuild my home room by room. | also
managed to get treatment for my
status and can pay for so that | am
now on ARVS. | managed to buy
some tools and raw stone. | want to
take some pieces to SA for the 2010
World Cup. | also managed to pay
school fees and buy clothes for my
children and some pots. What
touched me most is that vyou
occasionally sell items at Church to
help people like me without personal
gain. What your church is doing is
remarkable and | think that when |
send more jewellery/sculptures over
in future you will have to deduct a
certain percentage and give it to
people who are starving the world
over like what you did for me. | hope

future sales will pay for the silver and
copper a friend brought me from
Zambia to make my jewellery. | now
have confidence knowing that | can
prolong my life and work for my
children and others who need help.
The doctors say | will have to use
crutches for the rest of my life unless
my kneecaps are replaced with
artificial ones. | am a Stamford Bridge
supporter.’

Perhaps when our new printer is up
and running you will see photographs
of some of the people | mention in
these articles!

Finally, a large sculpture
commissioned by the Robert Phillips
Trustees after a competition run along
the lines of Harvest, was finally
installed in the courtyard of the
Riverhouse Barn a few weeks ago. It
has been lying there for 4 months
awaiting adjustments to their plinth. It
was quite an operation as the piece
by Godfrey William is called Freedom
and weighs almost a ton! The story
behind this project is quite incredible
and | just hope the Barn do justice to
it as it epitomises the continual
struggle these marvellous people
face. Do go and visit it!
Johnston Simpson

Reminder — Christian Aid week 10 " — 16" May

This year Christian Aid week runs from 10" — 16™ May and the focus is on the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. If you can help with door to door collections or
the Table Top sale on the Saturday, please speak to Ray Charlton.

... and don’t forget the Christian Aid Quiz Night on

9" May, starting 7pm!
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Fund-raising activities for Oxygen

Would you like to support Richard James and the Oxygen team as they raise
money to keep Oxygen running during a tough financial climate? The work of
Oxygen is dependent on the donations and financial support of a wide range of
people. So to help us continue our work we have set up a humber of fundraising
challenges to help spread the word and the work of Oxygen, you can either read
about them on our website.

Sometime in June: Five a side football tournament

Oxygen are inviting teams to take part in the first ever Oxygen Cup, a 5 a side
football tournament to establish some of the greatest footballing talent in the
Borough! Would you be interested in entering a team into this Oxygen Cup,
competing for the trophy and along the way helping raise money to support
Oxygen’s ID project, a scheme that works with vulnerable and at risk young
people, helping them develop in their social and self esteem?

Dates and locations to be confirmed in the next few weeks, but if you are
interested in raising a team, then let us know email Richard@oxygen-online.org

13th June 2009 - Bike across London

On Saturday 13th June we are inviting young and old people to come together to
take part in a new Oxygen fundraising challenge. Together we are looking to cycle
from Kingston Bridge, following the Thames 25 miles along bumpy track and back
roads all the way to Waterloo, London. For those who find the journey to
Waterloo enough the train home will be waiting, for those who want to push it
further we are looking to make a return journey following the roads through
Wandsworth, Wimbledon and back home to Oxygen.

If you are interested in taking part in Bike across London, then please let us know!
email sarah.parker@oxygen-online.org
Richard James, Director, Oxygen, Kingston YFC

A thought

Recently, at an 8 pm service, some one commented about how we are happy with
the idea of Jesus as a martyr, yet unhappy with the notion generally. Then
someone said that the problem was that many modern day martyrs would expect
to take others with them as they die. No, the group decided, that is not the critical
problem. We are not happy generally as a society with the whole notion of
martyrs. What do you think?
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Introducing Suk In’s family

In my family we have four humans
and many animals! | like animals.
When | see dogs or cats as | walk in
the street | try to stroke them and talk
to them. Some people like window-
shopping, some enjoy plants and
others like their car, but I like animals.

When 1 visit other towns with friends
or family, we see many animals in the
fields. | always point the animals out,
but usually they are not interested.
Some people do like furry animals,
but others do not because they are
allergic to the fur. Some people are
afraid of birds or spiders or snakes

Our children like animals. Many
years ago we had guinea pigs and
rabbits in cages in the garden.
Unfortunately the foxes ate them all!
The children cried for days. So we
bought goldfish. You will be pleased
to know the goldfish are still alright.
He Jung, my wife, works in a hospital
where they keep rabbits to help calm
the patients. We have a couple of the
baby rabbits because they breed fast
and the hospital cannot feed them all.
When the children asked if they could
have them | said no because,
although they are cute and fluffy, they

are a lot of hard work. They are there
in the back garden. After a while a
friend offered us a Kkitten. My
daughter wanted it, but | said no. It
sits in my favourite chair!

As you know the cattle in the field
look nice — a romantic and rural look,
but | know how hard the farmer works
to look after them all. Looking after
animals is hard work feeding and
cleaning them. There is no natural
food for the animals in the town so we
have to buy food for them from the
pet shop or supermarket. After two or
three weeks, when the novelty has
worn off, | find myself doing the hard
work of looking after them. Now we
have eight rabbits and next week we
are expecting more; and not only that
the cat expects kittens next week.
We also have regular visitors, three
foxes who come at night and chew
my boots when | leave them outside
the door.

Now my children have asked for a

dog. Help, does anyone want a few
rabbits or a kitten?

Suk In Lee
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A little ‘light’ relief?
From A Bucket of Surprises J.John & Mark Stibbe
Spotted in Barnes in Common — magazine of Churches Together in Barnes

How many AMISH does it take to change a
light bulb?
What's a light bulb?

How many BAPTISTS does it take to
change a light bulb?
Change? Who said anything about change?

How many CALVINISTS does it take to change a light bulb?

None: God has predestined when the light will be on. Calvinists do not change light bulbs.
They simply read the instructions and pray that their light bulb will be the one that has been
chosen to be changed.

How many CATHOLICS does it take to change a light bulb?
None. They use candles.

How many CHARISMATICS does it take to change a light bulb?
Ten: one to change the bulb and nine to pray against the spirit of darkness.

How many INDEPENDENT FUNDAMENTALISTS does it take to change a light bulb?
Only one, because any more might result in too much co-operation.

How many LIBERALS does it take to change a light bulb?

At least ten, as they need to hold a debate on whether or not the light bulb exists. Even if they
can agree upon the existence of the light bulb, they still might not change it, to keep from
alienating those who might use other forms of light.

How many MEMBERS OF AN ESTABLISHED BIBLE TEACHING CHURCH THAT IS OVER 20
YEARS OLD does it take to change a light bulb?
One to actually change the light bulb, and nine to say how much they liked the old one.

How many METHODISTS does it take to change a light bulb?

This statement was issued: “We choose not to make a statement either in favour of or against
the need for a light bulb. However, if in your own journey you have found that a light bulb works
for you, that’s fine. You are invited to write a poem or compose a modern dance about your
personal relationship with your light bulb (or light source, or non-dark resource), and present it
next month at our annual light-bulb Sunday service, in which we explore a number of light bulb
traditions, including incandescent, fluorescent, three-way, long-life, and tinted — all of which are
equally valid paths to luminescence.”

How many TELEVANGELISTS does it take to change a light bulb?
One. But for the message of light to continue, send in your donation today.

How many YOUTH PASTORS does it take to change a light bulb?
Youth pastors aren’t around long enough for a light bulb to need replacing.

(Last one luckily not our experience at KURC!)
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Regular weekly
activities at our church

Monday:
10.00 Parents & Toddlers
(during school terms)

Tuesday:
10.00 Parents & Toddlers
(during school terms)

Wednesday:

10.00 Parents & Toddlers
(during school terms)

10.45 Wednesday Forum
(first Wednesday monthly
except August)

13.10 Lunchtime service

14.15 Women'’s Fellowship
(weekly except August)

19.30 Prayer meeting

Thursday:
19.00 International Friends’ Café

Friday:

from 17.30 Girls’ Brigade
(during school terms)

from 17.30 Boys’ Brigade
(during school terms)

22.00 All night prayers and
Street Pastors (until 04:00)

Saturday:
22.00 Street Pastors (until 04:00)

How to contribute to Church News

Contributions on matters of reflection and
opinion as well as reports of activities are
welcome.

Copy for Church News must reach the editor
no later than midday on the second Sunday
of the month . Electronic copy is preferred,
by e-mail or on CD. Typed or hand-written
copy (not more than 700 words if possible)
should be left in the editor's pigeon-hole
opposite Room 6.

The next copy deadline is 12 noon on
Sunday, 10" May 2009.
Editor: Heather Lodge

Thank you to Mail Boxes Etc,
22 Eden St, Kingston, KT1 1DN, tel: 020 8547 1547
for printing Church News

Powerpoint presentations in our foyer

Remember to check out the screen in the foyer
when you are next sitting with a coffee or tea.
The presentation at Easter was great, based on
the Brick Testament.

Thanks to Jane Allden for taking the time to
prepare these inspiring displays week by week.

www.kingstonurc.org

You can also keep in touch with worship and activit
through our website. Log on and subscribe to regul

ies at our church
ar e-updates today!
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Kingston United Reformed Church - Information

A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in our
services and activities.

Our Sunday Services:

10:00 — Traditional Worship
(with communion first Sunday monthly)

11:30 — Interactive Worship
(with communion on the last Sunday
monthly)

18:30 — Reflective Worship
(with communion on the third Sunday
monthly)

20:00 — Contemporary Worship
(on first Sunday monthly only)

On the second Sunday of each month
a combined service at 11:00 replaces
the 10:00 and 11:30 services.

Tea and coffee are served between the
10:00 and 11:30 services, before the
11:00 service on the second Sunday
and after the 18:30 service.

During the 10:00 service there are
group activities for children  of all
ages. Children go to their group at the
end of the second hymn. Visiting
children are welcome to join them.

Kingston United Reformed Church is
a member of the Local Ecumenical
Project in Kingston Town Centre with
its partners All Saints Parish Church
in the Market Place and Kingston
Baptist Church, in Union Street.

Minister: Rev Lesley M Charlton
2 Regent Rd, Surbiton, KT5 8NL

Tel: 020 8399 4423
Email: minister:kingstonurc.org

Associate Minister: Rev Suk In Lee
144 Malden Rd, New Malden, KT3 6DS
Tel: 020 8949 2070

Email: leesukin@hotmail.com

Church Secretary: Derek Winsor
4 Quayside Walk, Charter Quay, Kingston,
KT1 1HY

Tel: 020 8549 9967

Church Treasurer: Robin Hoar
76 Langham Rd, Teddington, TW11 9HJ
Tel: 020 8977 1524

Church Organist: Tony Wenman

7 Common Rd, Claygate, KT10 OHG
Tel: 01372 464709
Premises Manager: Michael Brennan
Tel: 020 8549 1888

Email: premises@urckingston.org.uk
Premises are open from 08:00-18:00.

Private Prayer. The Sanctuary is open
all day (entry via foyer if main door shut).
Coffee and Tea: Our foyer is normally
open every weekday and Saturday from
11:00 until 14:00 for coffee and tea.

A Listening Ear: If you would like to
talk with someone about a matter of
concern you should find someone
wearing a badge in the foyer between
11:00 and 14:00 on every weekday and
Saturday who will be pleased to help.
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