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Church diary, Sunday 23 August —
Sunday 27 September

(for regular activities see page 27)

AUGUST

Sunday 23 10.00 Traditional worship

11.30 Interactive worship

18.30  Reflective worship

20.00  Holy Space (18.00 for food; 20.00 for worship)
Monday 24 10.00  Activity day

20.00  Confirmation meeting
Tuesday 25 10.00  Activity day
Saturday 29 14.30 Free tea dance with Age Concern & Sport Britain
Sunday 30 10.00 Traditional worship

11.30 Interactive worship with communion

18.30  Reflective worship
Monday 31 Summer Bank Holiday — Bank Holiday walk (see p 20)

SEPTEMBER

Wednesday 2 10.00 Parents & Toddlers toy washing followed by meeting
10.45 Wednesday Forum - Sustainability
11.00 Rose Theatre outing — “We're going on a Bear Hunt”
14.00 Community ministry group
19.00 Elders meeting: Catering and Social annual plan
Thursday 3 20.00 Church weekend planning
Sunday 6 10.00 Traditional worship with communion and baptism
11.30 Interactive worship
18.30  Reflective worship

Monday 7 14.00 Prayers for Palestine and Israel
20.00 YSPG leaders
Friday 11 CHURCH WEEKEND (arrival from 18.30)

Saturday 12 CHURCH WEEKEND
Ride and Stride — fundraising for the shower (see page 9)
Sunday 13 CHURCH WEEKEND (ends mid-afternoon)
Racial Justice Sunday
10.00 Coffee available
11.00  Morning worship (combined service)
- Copy for October Church News to Bron Robinson or Alice Charlton by 12.00 -
18.30  Reflective worship
Monday 14 20.00 Cluster prayer meeting at Thames Ditton URC
20.00  Confirmation meeting
Wednesday 16 14.00 RBK public meeting in Mayo Hall on creative street lighting
Saturday 19 10.00 Stay and play
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10.30  URC training sessions for youth work (see page 26)
Sunday 20 10.00 Traditional worship

11.30 Interactive worship

15.00 Synod Area youth event — venue tbc

18.30  Reflective worship with communion

Monday 21 20.00 Confirmation

Tuesday 22 Walk with Peter Ashdown: Barrier Park to Woolwich
Wednesday 23 20.00 Worship group

Sunday 27 Back to Church Sunday

10.00 Traditional worship
11.30 Interactive worship with communion
18.30  Reflective worship
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Minister’s letter

Dear all,

A friend was talking about having ‘her cards done.’ The fortune teller told
her that there would be family conflict soon. She went home and
discovered that her daughter had been using her credit card. There
certainly was family conflict.

Farah Fawcett and Michael Jackson will be linked forever. Did they ever
meet? | do not know. The link is that their deaths were announced on the
same day. There they were side by side on the obituary pages. Who
would have thought it? The King of pop dead at 50 with Farah Fawcett
who launched a thousand hair flicks.

Would you want to know your future? What purpose would that serve? It
might be helpful with some choices like — if | knew how long | was going
to live | could work out how to spend my money and how much to invest
in a pension. Or if | had known | was going to need them | would have
looked after my knees.

The bible says that there are things that it is not for us to know. The
future would be one of them. We have to live through the randomness of
everyday and have a confidence that God is with us. Sometime we feel
that and sometime we don’t. That does not take away the reality of it
though.

May God bless us in the living of every day well. Full — but not
overflowing into the night!

Yours,
Lesley

Church flowers for
September

6 September Rev Suk In Lee &
Mrs He Jung Kim
13 September  Natasha & John Reid
20 September  Evelyn White
- 27 September  Alan Clegg
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Derek’s comment

All our regular readers will recall that in the last edition of Church News |
explained the election process for Elders and how we currently divide
ourselves between the Core and Support Groups. | refrained from explaining
the function of each of these groups, through lack of space, so here’s the rest
of the background information which will be helpful when casting your votes in
the Elders’ election next month.

Core groups (to report monthly)

Worship - Advise the Elders’ Meeting on all aspects and elements of
worship
Review our resources (e.g., ministerial and lay time, books,
buildings, skills etc) and reflect on their deployment
Identify worship needs and possible gaps in provision
As appropriate, seek feedback on worship, both in church-
based activities and other activities e.g. study sessions.
Take particular care to ensure completeness and balance,
to avoid over emphasis of any negative or critical input
Make recommendations on new/experimental ways of
worshipping
Report on specific worship issues as requested by Elders’
or Church Meeting and/or the Minister

Pastoral - Pastoral co-ordination
support - Pastoral co-ordinators meetings
Neighbours
New people group
Transport
Gifts
Photo album
Book of Remembrance

Faith - To provide opportunities for members of the congregation to
development develop and deepen their faith in Christ by means of Bible
study, prayer, discussion and exchange of experiences.
To provide a forum for friends new to the faith to grow in
understanding and an opportunity for non-Christians to gain
an understanding of what it means to be a Christian.

Community - Foyer lounge activities
Ministry . P&T
International Friendship café
Women'’s Fellowship
Wednesday Forum
Traidcraft
Coffee Club

Support groups (to report annually and as required)
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Catering & Events
social In-house socials
OakTree activities
Sunday coffee
Christmas lunch
Marketing & Establishing the need for KURC

Communications

Internal & external communications, including the press
Our website

External and foyer notices

Information desk

Window displays

Church News

church meeting organisation

Links with Act, Synod, LEP, CTK

Finance

Finance staff

Annual budget

Quarterly accounts

Regular and special collections
Appeals

Christian Aid

Premises

Premises staff

Building & equipment maintenance
Marketing and lettings

Stewarding and security

Fire officer

Storage (inc. wardrobe)

Training

Training programmes for Elders

YSPG

Youth workers

Listeners

Bible study and any other training agreed by elders
Premises Manager & cleaner

Worship support

Pulpit supply

Service papers

Greeters

Side’s people

Stage management and equipment
Elders’ rota

Youth

Champion integration of youth involvement in the life of our
church: its social and other activities and its decision
making

Stay in touch with the young people and represent their
views honestly and openly

Ensure the Youth Worker, and (volunteer) staff are
supported in their work
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Foster engagement of the wider KURC in youth work
Ensure links with other youth activities in RBK and other
local churches are maintained and opportunities explored
and taken up as appropriate

Promote youth outreach activities, monitoring the internal /
external activity balance

Liaise with Synod regarding Turn the Tide grant and
associated deliverables

Ensure that legislative requirements of the Church’s youth
work are being met

Staff Care - Providing support and encouraging good practice for
salaried employees

Derek Winsor

Five children complete ALF (About
Life and Faith) course

On Sunday 9th August at the 11.00 service we celebrated with Lauren,
Jamie, Isaac, Bessie and Trude a milestone on their faith journeys. Over
six weeks, they and at various times five other children have: eaten
breakfast, read the bible, prayed, played games, produced artwork, sung
and watched a DVD which introduced the themes of the 6 sessions
about God creating the world and us. God being with us in the good and
the bad - illustrated by snakes and ladders. Jesus' life and desire to
rescue us, a session on Saul's conversion and a round-up about our faith
journey.

The service and party lunch were an opportunity for the children to
celebrate their faith journey and their place in the church, an event that
we hope they will remember. The group had picked two songs ‘O Happy
Day' which with Jacob's help they learnt and performed and 'Lovely
Jubbly', probably the only song in Christianity which includes cats’
bottoms and bird poo. They all received certificate to mark the occasion
and a bible to help them on the next stage of their journeys.

A big thank you to their parents for getting them to church for 10.00 on a
Saturday morning and to Pat and Gillian for all their hard work putting the
course and service items together. Emily Young
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Pastoral news

Living God, we pray for those people mentioned here and for the
many people who are experiencing the ‘highs’ and ‘lows’ of life and
we ask your blessing for them.

Congratulations to Gillian Carnegie on successful completion of her
degree, our young people awaiting exam results and those people
becoming members within our church.

We praise and thank you for all Gillian Carstens has contributed
to our church community and ask your blessing on her and her
family as they move home to another part of the country.

Our thoughts are with:

June Avery who has had day surgery and is awaiting a further
procedure.

Jim Webb who is now out of intensive care and making progress.
Christine Burgess , again undergoing tests in Kingston Hospital.
John Watts , currently in hospital, with an undiagnosed condition.
John Cole and Irene Sutton who continue treatment.
Ann Mackay , now home again after a short stay in hospital.
We continue to remember Lilian and Colin Veale , Margaret and Tom
Fisken, Joan Butler , Jean Thompson , Winifred and Peter Green |,
Olwen and Philip Sawney , and other people and families known to us
who need God'’s healing.
For all this day, living God, who experience weariness, frustration,
boredom, pain and feelings of aloneness, we ask for well-being.
For times when life seems meaningless and purposelessness,
grant peace and the ability to seek light.
For feelings of anticipation, excitement, fun and the sheer joy of

being and connected with you, we thank you God. In sickness and
in health, we praise your holy name, Amen.
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CYCLING with SUSAN in SEPTEMBER

Here’'s hoping that lots of members and friends...... and friends of
friends...... are planning to join Susan Gunasakera in September as she
cycles to raise money for Surrey Churches Preservation Trust and for the
Shower Project. Or you could walk — the title is “Ride or Stride”

The scheme is this: you speak to Susan, she gives you a sponsor list,
you find as many sponsors as possible. Then on Saturday September
12" you take a map and list of the participating church in the Kingston
area (provided by Susan), and you simply cycle or walk around as many
as possible. At each church, someone will sign to say you have been
there; you bring back your list, and re-visit your sponsors!

You can do your circuit alone, or with others; it gives a chance to
explore, to meet new people, and to get some exercise, all the while
raising money. This is divided equally between Surrey Churches
Preservation Trust and our Shower Project, (which is to install and make
a shower available to people in the Kingston community, and modernize
the downstairs toilets.)

This event is very well organized, with safety as a key issue. There are
more details in July’s Church News.

You can contact Susan as follows: on 07813 485833 and
suzzana97@hotmail.com.

Or contact Liz Cook 8549 1373 lizronhatch@tiscali.co.uk.

Or speak to either of us in church — before we come and badger you!

Liz Cook , on behalf of Susan Gunasakera
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Read and misunderstood!

The reaction to the front page of the August Church News was electric! Even
before copies had been distributed generally, | had a phone-call from one church
member who had been at the church when copies were delivered from the
printers, and had spotted the front cover statement that it is difficult, in our church,
to make yourself “heard and understood”. Did | really mean to make such a
provocative statement? Did | really want to convey the idea that we are a church
that does not listen to and understand people? Surely our very mission is to be
understanding and caring and all the things Christ is held to have commanded us
to be.

The questions make my point entirely. Of course | had not the slightest intention
of suggesting that our church was lacking in understanding of people’s needs. |
know perfectly well that we try very hard to be caring and understanding, and |
also know that many people from Kingston and district think we succeed in our
aim. But words need to be understood, and the person writing/speaking them
does not always have the same meaning in mind as the person reading/hearing
them — as in the case of the words | wrote. Mea maxima culpa!

I confess that | used the word ‘church’ loosely. The word ‘church’ can mean the
gathered people of God. The Christian church, of which Kingston URC is an
example, is the gathered people of God who try to follow the teachings of Jesus
Christ. However, the word ‘church’ is also used to indicate a building, a place of
Christian worship. That is the sense in which | meant ‘church’, and | was thinking
precisely of the large room alongside the Foyer in which people gather Sunday by
Sunday to worship God. In that room it is easy enough to make yourself heard,
but to make yourself understood is another matter entirely.

It is, for most people, a normal part of the ageing process that the ability to hear
and understand speech gets less acute as the years pass. The resonant acoustic
of our church accentuates the difficulties caused by this problem. It is easy to
hear that someone is talking but it is not always easy to hear precisely what they
are saying. Sitting in my organist’'s corner, | hear and understand about half the
words spoken, on a good day. | am going deaf, and the part of my hearing that is
failing, fairly typically of people of my age (68), is the ability to hear the higher
frequencies. These are the frequencies that make the t, d, p, g and s sounds —
the consonants - that often come at the end of words. Without hearing the
endings of words (and preferably the beginnings as well!) it is often impossible to
hear what the word is, and then go on to work out what the speaker means by it.
Even if | hear the word indistinctly, | can often work out what was intended if |
have a few milliseconds to think about it and relate it to its context. But if the
speaker goes racing on to the next (indistinct) word while | am trying to work out
what the previous word was, | stand no chance of understanding what | have
heard.

We have an expensive sound system in the church, but apparently it is incapable
of amplifying the high frequencies for the benefit of those of us with any degree of

10
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hearing impairment. It is not overall volume that is needed, but clarity. In a voice
amplification system we should be able to hear the natural voice of the person
speaking, plus a bit of help from the electronics. We don’t need a public address
system! We are not Waterloo Station! If there really is a need to improve the
sound system so that we can “preach the word to every creature” — not just those
with bat-like hearing who sit in the right place — then let's get on and do it. | am
sure that | am not the only person who has this problem to some degree, but |
seem to be the only one who makes a fuss about it. | wish people would let me
know if they have any difficulty hearing the words spoken in services.

If it is just my problem, then | must consider my position, though | can’t help
reflecting that, on the fairly frequent occasions when | go to services at Guildford
Cathedral — a cavernous, resonant building — | never miss a spoken word. The
sound system there copes with the echoes, and the people giving out notices and
leading or taking part in worship speak slowly and clearly.

All that was in my mind as | set up the August edition of Church News. If | have
offended anyone by the way | expressed myself, | apologise unreservedly, but |
hope you see the point | was trying to convey.

Tony Wenman

Parking Permits

New members of the congregation may not know that permits are available
that enable a car to be parked without charge in a specified car park until 1pm
on Sunday. Anybody who attends a morning service and uses a car to reach
the church is eligible to receive one. If you wish to apply for a permit please
speak to Mervyn Page. Please make a note of the registration number of your
car, as this will be required to enable the parking permit to be validated.

How YOU can support Street Pastors .

By giving money (always useful - for supplies of ‘flip-flops, first-aid equipment
including space-blankets’, and for helping to pay for training new recruits)
but also by giving your TIME.

Come and support the team with your prayer, your company and some TLC.
And why not ask a friend to come with you — any Friday or Saturday night from
10pm to 4am at KURC.

More details from Phil Crump or Teresa James
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The Back to Church Sunday story

Back to Church Sunday has grown beyond all expectations since the first
one, in Greater Manchester in 2004. 160 churches united around one
‘missing you’ message on one single Sunday in September. On that
Sunday, BBC Radio 4 news bulletins carried the story of one day when
more than 1000 people came back to church again.

The last Sunday in September was chosen because it tied in well with
the idea of a new year, a new start and chimed with ‘back to school’. It
also lent itself to Harvest festivals and the beginning of Christian enquiry
events.

Those first 160 churches were spurred on by the Bishop of Manchester,
Nigel McCulloch, who launched Back to Church Sunday at St Ann’s
Church in the city centre. Children from Christ Church CofE Primary
School in Ainsworth, joined the Bishop and sang ‘when the saints come
marching in’ for the TV cameras.

The Church of England in Manchester got behind the idea so
enthusiastically, partly because many churches were already involved in
a similar event, Real Christmas. The Real Christmas team produced
invitations and hymn sheets for churchgoers to welcome a friend to a
carol service. Because of Real Christmas, people were asking what
other events in the year lent themselves to the same approach.

That's when Robert Hicks, an entrepreneur, emerged with a new idea:
one Sunday when people could try church again. With church numbers
in decline, he wanted to encourage churches to invite people to come to
church on one Sunday when a specially warm welcome was guaranteed.
Robert supported Back to Church Sunday through its first two years and
remains an enthusiastic encourager. Back to Church Sunday is very
grateful to Robert for all he did to get the venture off the ground, and
acknowledges his crucial founding role.

Since then, Back to Church Sunday has learned a lot more about what
makes church an inviting and welcoming place to be. And it has gone
from strength to strength. Adopted by one neighbouring Church of
England diocese, Wakefield in 2005, it spread to nine in 2006, and 20 in
2007. In 2008, 37,000 people came back to church through the prayerful
invitation of a friend in 38 Church of England dioceses, Churches
Together in Scotland; the Church in Wales; United Reformed Church;
Methodist Church; the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Elim
Pentecostal Churches.

12
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comeasyouare

(Article and logos reproduced from www.backtochurch.co.uk, to which
thanks)

Golden Wedding thanks

We celebrated our Golden Wedding on June 20th, 2009.

We were married in Scotland fifty years ago at St. Monica's RC Church
in Coatbridge. Since Joan wasn't catholic, regulations at the time
required the marriage ceremony to be performed in a side room rather
than in front of the altar.

Fifty years later we reaffirmed our marriage vows at St. Agatha's RC
Church in front of the altar, a result of the ecumenical movement within
the churches, and Father Geoffrey also invited Rev. Lesley to come up to
take part.

On the previous Friday URC'’s "Not Strictly Dancing" had a party for us,
complete with decorations and a beautiful cake baked by Susan, one of
the dancers. Lesley began the festivities with a prayer and reading about
love from Corinthians.

We would like to thank everyone who made our anniversary so special.

Joan and Gavan Kelly

New year; new challenges

Please pray for children starting school: Craig, Hope and Emma. For
Isaac and Aislinn as they begin secondary school; Hosana and Howard
as they leave for university; Chris as he starts his new job; and students
starting university at Kingston, St Mary's and Roehampton.

13
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Helping Romania

KURC is again supporting Link Romania’s Shoebox Appeal. This year
there is a new challenge: knit a glove puppet for a child and add it to your
box of small gifts suitable for a family group. Link Romania will be
delivering the boxes of presents to families in Romania, Albania and
Moldova in time for Christmas.

There will be reminders in the media this autumn that it's 20 years since
the fall of communism in Eastern Europe. Romania has undergone huge
changes in that time including, in 2007, joining the European Union.
Sadly the benefits of EU membership are not filtering down to the
poorest communities in the country. Link Romania does what it can to
help: delivering boxes of gifts at Christmas, running a hostel and farm
project for ex-orphanage boys, providing a kindergarten and financial
help for families on the poverty line in lasi in the north. In addition it does
work in Albania and Moldova, also among Europe’s poorest countries.

‘A couple of times we had to leave houses due toettemotions that welled up in us &
some of the conditions that people lived in. Thankou — every box sent with love
accepted with wide arms and smiles’. From Link Romaia Newsletter 2009/10

As well as supporting Link Romania, KURC has connections with
Romania through Olive Springham, who has been travelling there every
year for nearly 20 years. This was originally on behalf of the Russell
Project which twinned Kingston Hospital with the district hospital at
Constantsa, a city on the Black Sea Coast. Over that period Kingston
donated medical equipment and played host to a succession of
Romanian doctors and nurses who came over to be updated in their
specialities. Olive has travelled out once, and sometimes twice, a year to
Constantsa, to make links with the hospital staff there and help supervise
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the distribution of the medical equipment, supplies and money donated
by supporters of the project.

Olive, until her retirement, was Senior Nurse in the Paediatric Unit at
Kingston. This led to her taking a keen interest in the provision for
children in Constantsa hospital and, on each visit, leading play sessions
with children on the wards and training staff in the importance of play in
children’s development. Church members and friends support her work
and, though the Russell Project was wound up a couple of years ago,
Olive continues to go to Romania and, cancel delete thanks to their
ongoing support, is able to continue to meet specific needs of those with
whom she has built up a relationship over years.

Now we have the opportunity to make a direct contribution to the families
with whom Link Romania is in touch. Specifically we can help the
children by making glove puppets, as this type of play is therapeutic for
those suffering from trauma or isolation. So now’s the time for everyone
to get knitting!

What can | do to help?

Fill a shoebox with small toys and
play materials for children and
small practical gifts for adults
such as toiletries (the Shoebox
Appeal leaflet gives further
ideas).

Knit a hand puppet for a child
(pattern provided) to add to your
shoebox.

Give a donation to Link Romania.

See their website Two of the glove puppets
www.linkromania.co.uk for already produced by KURC for the
details. Shoebox Appeal

For further information contact Jean Ashdown (020 8297 2781) or Liz
Bartlett (020 8974 5453).

Liz Bartlett
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Church News goes interactive —
the KURC barometer

Do you spend sleepless hours at night wondering whether other people
too would like to see not just tea and coffee but HOT CHOCOLATE AS
WELL available on a Sunday morning? Or do you have a sneaky feeling
that you are not alone in wondering whether we should revert to using
ONE SHEET OF PAPER ONLY for our orders of service and
announcements?

If these and similar issues are starting to preoccupy you for unhealthily
long stretches of your waking life, then the KURC BAROMETER could
be for you!

Each month, if this pilot works, Church News will invite

you to reply to a simple YES/NO question of relevance to NO
church life as a test of readership opinion. State-of-the-art 5%
computers will then consolidate results and translate them

into high definition graphics to show the outcome in

barometric terms! For example, a question along the lines

of “Do you think this month’s editor is making up all this

stuff about high definition computer graphics as he goes YES
along?” would probably produce a barometric result like 95%
the one on the right.

Your editor pondered long and hard on this month’'s question. He
received helpful suggestions from Rev LC, Berrylands and Mrs TJ, North
Kingston but ultimately decided to go for something Church News-based.

So September’s question is: SHOULD CHURCH NEWS STICK TO ITS
CURRENT (A5) SIZE? YES or NO answers only please.

Either write SEPTEMBER BAROMETER plus YES or NO on a piece of
paper and leave it in the editor’s pigeon hole by 13 September or do the
same thing by email to this month’s editor (jameses@talk21.com). No
need to add your name if responding on paper, and, of course, all
emailed replies too will be treated as if anonymous. Results in next
month’s edition.

Do please remember that all results will provide no more than an
unscientific, non-binding and statistically unsound snapshot of opinion.
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But what’'s wrong with that?! If Metro, Time Out, the New Statesman and
others can do it, why can’t we too?

Church News would welcome all suggestions for further KURC
BAROMETER questions.

Transforming Sutton’s Salvation Army
church

(Derek Winsor spotted the article below in Faithaction, a “pratical resource
magazine designed to equip local churches in community social action”.
Further information available from www.faithaction.org. Our thanks to
Faithaction and the Salvation Army, Sutton for their permission to reproduce
the article.)

Richard Mingay and his wife Caroline led the transformation of Sutton’s
Salvation Army Church in outer London from a comfortable members club to a
thriving community resource. Five years ago the church lacked a strong
identity within the local community. Some people thought it was a homeless
shelter, others thought it some kind of depot, and many just used it as a place
to drop off their old unwanted clothes. Hardly anyone seemed aware that it
was a church at all.

So how did this church move from being in the background to being the hub of
local community life? “It all starts with knowing who you are,” Richard explains.
“If you know your identity you can build on that foundation. We wanted to be a
welcoming church based around hospitality, so we had to change what we did
to realise this.

“We are moving from being a church of preference to a church of purpose. The
church has recently changed its leadership structure from the traditional
structure equivalent to deacons and elders, to a fluid purpose-driven
leadership team based on ministry areas rather than positions.”

Alongside this internal shift the team at the church knew they had to change
the perception people had of the church from the outside. To do this,
congregation members have spent two and a half years networking with
council officials, community groups and local people to change how the church
was viewed.

This is just a part of the changes that the church underwent; to get where they
are now was not an easy road. The church has been raising money to
redevelop the building for more than ten years. During this time extensive
research was done on how the church could best serve local people. It was
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from this data that plans for how the space could be best utilised were drawn
up.

“Now we are home to a local coffee shop with free internet access, and the
local police and residents association hold their meetings at the church. Our
church also hosts the ‘Loft Project’, a partnership between the church and the
local authority to support excluded young people,” Richard said.

Throughout the transformation, however, the building redevelopment was not
the only cost. Within the first year of really pushing the new vision, 20% of the
congregation left, as people were not happy with the level of inclusiveness that
the vision brought.

“Many idols were exposed and dealt with,” Richard recalls, “and these will be
different for every church. We need to question everything we do, regardless
of how much a part of our church culture it may be. It is important to ask
ourselves whether what we do could be an obstacle to people drawing closer
to God.”

Once Richard and the other leaders had weathered the storms, the church
started to grow again, with Sunday attendance now higher than before the
unhappy members left. More importantly, the church has become relevant and
alive. Rooms that were once packed with junk are now home to Christian
Taekwondo classes - something started up as a result of the church’s
accommodating policy.

“Instead of hiring our rooms, the church seeks to establish partnerships with
user groups,” Richard explains. “When a local Christian couple enquired about
hiring a room to teach Taekwondo, Caroline saw it as a perfect opportunity to
further develop the church’s holistic approach to mission.”

Although criticism was levelled at the leaders for moving away from what the
church is meant to be about, the new vision has brought in many more people
to hear the gospel. The church has taken its rightful place at the heart of the
community, and now people who used to simply walk past the building are
coming in and hearing about Jesus.

How the Sutton Salvation Army transformed their church:

Identity: Churches that are not secure in their identity will not be as effective in
the community as they could be. What is God saying about what you should
be? What are you doing to ensure that you reflect this? These are questions
every church leader should ask themselves. When you are convinced as a
church of your identity and what it is God is calling you to do, you will be able
to keep going despite the obstacles.
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Knowing the identity of your local neighbourhood: Many churches fail in their
attempts to engage with their local community because they do not take the
time to build relationships with those around them. If you plan by sitting in
church and thinking about what you could do to help your neighbourhood, you
are probably going to fail in what you do. It is important to get out and meet
local people, listen to them and let them influence the church’s approach. The
idea of housing a coffee shop came about through listening to local people,
and brings people from all walks of life into the church.

Get to know and get known by local leaders: Actively supporting the local
authority opens the church up to a myriad of possibilities. In Sutton, the church
has hosted the inauguration of Sutton Council’s Chief Executive and the
launch of the local children’s trust. Investing time get to know local leaders and
support positive initiatives helps people understand the relevance of
Christianity in contemporary society.

Being prepared to see 15-20% of your church leave: Not everyone will agree
with a new vision for your church. The sad fact is that too many Christians
view church as a club where they simply do things that they like doing. Telling
members that their beloved church is going to be just as focused on ‘non
members’ as it is on them can be like chiselling stone with a banana.
Remember if it is a choice between your purpose and your preference,
following your preference will simply reinforce the status quo.

Thank you from Michael

Yesterday | was posted a Swimathon T-shirt courtesy of the Marie Curie
Cancer Care Charity, in respect of my efforts for the Swimathon 2009
which took place in April.

The T-shirts were presented to all swimmers who collected in excess of
£100.00. The total collected on my behalf in sponsorship money was
£285.00, largely due to the kindness of church members, family and
friends.

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who contributed to raise
this magnificent sum, which is a personal record. Your generosity is
greatly appreciated.

Michael Brennan
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Things you can’t see from your car
window
(or a creative alternative to lawn

mowing)

Instead of using the bank holiday weekend to endanger life and limb with
DIY (dangerous things saws) or using a lawnmower to fight a losing
battle with nature (the grass will only grow again) why not escape
domestic enslavement and bestow some serious benefit on your body
and soul by joining the bank holiday walking group?

Theologically, this has to be the right thing to do. If DIY and lawn
maintenance were intended to be the pursuits of the faithful, trees would
have square trunks and grass would never attain a height greater than
five centimetres. My PhD thesis on this topic is still in its early stages but
| believe that it will have a profound and beneficial effect on the activities
of churchgoers when it finally sees the light of the typesetter’'s room.

If such heights of philosophical reasoning fail to move your soul, then the
prospect of pleasure should do the trick.

By joining the muddy boots brigade you will see how much undamaged
nature still lies behind the faceless housing developments, how many
acres of wild woods remain in spite of motorways and bypasses and just
how beautiful southern England can be if you leave your car and take to
the country paths.

If the thought of walking runs
against your innate desires for ease
and raw pleasure (Presbyterians
may ignore this bit) then the
prospect of a decent lunch and a
pint of real ale vetted by experts
should cause you to reappraise
your belief system. After all, if you |
have walked the pounds off, you |
are entitled to eat and drink some of
them back on again. If you fail to do
this you will most surely waste away to nothing.

All problems of earth, Church and state can be solved at these
wonderfully sociable breaks in rural exploration.
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Those of our number who
harbour serious aversions to
b physical activity should bear

== in mind that these walks are
i not too taxing. Gradients in
W Surrey are not in the same
league as those in Wester
Ross and the North Downs
Way does not pose the same
challenges to joints and
muscles as its West Highland
equivalent.

So if you fancy a pleasant and rewarding day in the country with a good
lunch thrown in, why not lock away the lawn mower and get out your
walking boots?

Finlay Forbes

Postcard list Christmas card list

We may have only just posted our holiday postcards but it's already time
to think about our Christmas card list!

For the past few years more and more of us have opted for an easier
and environmentally friendly way out - saving time, paper and money,
while at the same time exchanging Christmas greetings AND collectively
raising more than £800 for Christian Aid.

And this year? Same again, or something different?
(If it's time for a change, it would obviously be good to make sure
Christian Aid doesn’t lose out.)

So:

(@) what do you think? Would you (still) support The Alternative
Christmas Card?

And,

(b) if we are to continue, whether as last year or after a rethink, we would
appreciate some additional practical and creative help ...

Our small team is looking for at least one other volunteer!

Thoughts and offers please to Teresa James or Rosemary Moore.
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Raising money for the premises: 100

years ago

We can be very proud of our church premises, and we doubtless all
remember the immense effort expended a few years back to raise funds
to install the lift and improve our foyer. It is interesting to put this in
historical perspective. One hundred years ago much the same was
happening.

At that time our church consisted of just the sanctuary and a smallish
‘schoolroom’ (later known as the Lounge) tacked on to the back. There
was also a small vestry and an even smaller kitchen. The space
limitations were painfully evident, particularly bearing in mind the needs
of the rapidly expanding Brigades and Sunday School, and a ‘Guild’
whose membership exceeded 300!

The first steps to extend the premises were taken in 1907 when the
e search began for some land
|' adjacent to the church. In

1908 no. 4 Union Street

P o v e ey s | [0 —% | (known as Stevens Yard)
e e Ti:! | = ] was purchased.

Mingstoe Comgregattonal OB _ |
Flxremsian. |
r

Foret, wor menss recwre phe awd. L .
W can sewl i Tonigh ] [ ] Unfortunately it had no
Moo e——— | direct access from the old

EEERHEILIARLIIN [ M e e delicate negotiations took
S E | e e i T place which culminated in
Toaih o st Pt s 890 the exchange of Stevens
Bighn prmin sy s £100 it e, Yard for land immediately
e adjacent to the north side of
the church with access via
a passage from Union Street (which some of you will recall). The
Finance Committee which supervised the transaction comprised several
enthusiastic and prominent Kingston businessmen, one being Leonard
Bentall, owner of a certain rapidly expanding department store, whose
family worshipped regularly at our church in the early 20" century. The
new land cost £700: that would be about £37,000 today. But the sum
was promised by church members within a few weeks.

An ‘Extension Fund’ was then set up to build the new hall. Plans were
finally approved in 1913 with a cost estimate of £3000 (£155,000 in
today’s money). The chief money-raising effort was a ‘Wonders of
Science’ exhibition which was held at the Surbiton Assembly Rooms
over four days in February 1913. A church member called Dr Harker,
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who worked at the National Physical Laboratory in Teddington, and the
minister John Harris (also keenly interested in science) contacted
numerous firms and secured the loan of many valuable scientific exhibits
which could be demonstrated to visitors. No

fewer than twelve sub-committees were set up ~ GREAT EXHIBITION
:[o organise this ' huge event‘ mcludmg' a  Wonders . Science
Physical Committee’, a Microscopical SURBITON

ASSEMBLY ROOMS,
) Feb. 19, 20w, 212 & 22 1913
proved WorthWhIIe a The esthusiastic belp of a Birge number

F Ledies 1|-:"I' ntlerzen |s 'cuul'r.'l lo
The e for amil car {l this

]'\:I' hitiam in aid o fII "xt.r sion Fund.

Committee’ and a ‘Chemical Committee’. In the
end all the effort
staggering 20,000 people turned up!

entrance fee was one shilling (5p — that's £2.50
in today’s money) and on several occasions the
crowds had to be turned away at the door. The
exhibits - some of which sound rather alarming
- included X-rays (‘you will be able to see your
own bones’), wireless telephones, telewriters,
liquid air, microphones (‘hear a fly walk’),
photographs in natural colours, oxyacetylene

Volunteers are called for

to hel i|_'_.| in the fr_:”{nur FWAYS :

I EXHIBITS. To sofifest or secore 4 I.'\.bl
Exhikifs - Chemical, Eleciric :.I M }.'\.n £al,
Micrescopical, k.

2 _PUBLICITY. Tadistrikete: cirgedars, display
poalers, o,

5 STEWARDS. Totske chargs of and explain
Exhibils, el

4, TABLEAUX. To regresent hisberic events
connectod with Enveation Besearch, ede.

8. —TIHKETS. - To sell 5,000 tichets before the
Exhibition opons.

6. COSTUMES. Te
Tableaux and Stewarnds,

7.—REFRESHMENTS. Secere ceatribations far
sale durin ng the Exhibition and assisl thi
Catering Committes

moke costwmes  for

WILL VDU hE'.LF'?

rI ﬁ'. .I"i'{

apparatus (‘we will be cutting through iron

several inches thick’), Fleuss life-saving Gl sk s,
apparatus (‘men will be seen at work in a T
chamber of deadly fumes’) and a Linotype

printing press in full operation. The event

received coverage in the national press.

Leonard Bentall's ‘infectious energy’ in

organising publicity proved crucial. Sufficient funds were raised to begin
work on building the new hall in 1915 and it was opened on September
15" of that year. Despite the ongoing war, all remaining debt was repaid
in 1918 when a ‘Grand Pageant of Fairy Tales’ was held in a riverside
garden at Hampton Wick. This apparently involved 300 people in its
organisation and even a ferry was laid on to take people across the
Thames from Canbury Gardens.

The new hall was appropriately named the Hall of Remembrance in
memory of the church members and friends killed in Flanders. It was
demolished when our premises were rebuilt in the mid 1970s. Alan
Clegg has recently discovered a brass plaque rescued from the old Hall
of Remembrance, commemorating the part which Leonard Bentall
played in building the hall. This has been added to the church archives.

John Fisher
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Elders At Homes

Many members and friends of our church have now enjoyed meeting the
“Elders at Home”, that is, a social evening with a light supper, getting to know
each other and enjoying each others’ company. If you are in Neighbourhood
Groups 13 (Worcester Park), 14 (Hook/Chessington), Claygate/Hinchley
Wood, 16 (Ditton Hill), 17 Surbiton/Lovelace), 18 (The Dittons), or 10
(Sunbury/Hampton/Teddington), you may not know what we are talking about.

..."the Elders want to give members and friends the opportunity to meet them
and each other, to talk at greater length than is possible on a Sunday, and to
get to know each other better. The Elders’ task is to guide the life of the
church in association with Lesley, yet it can be difficult to be sure we are all
fully in touch and know about each others’ thinking. This may be on practical
matters, or on faith matters, or on personal matters”. So we planned this
series of At Homes, based on Neighbourhood areas, and the last of the
evenings is scheduled for Saturday October 3 ™; 7.30 — 9.30pm, in Room 3 -
the Meeting Room — at church. We offer you a light supper during the
evening.

You will all receive a personal invitation soon, and we do hope you will be able
to come. If you have not been able to come on the previous occasions, but
would still like to do so, phone Ken or Liz; if you would come if we held an
afternoon tea on a Sunday afternoon, please let us know, and we will do this if
there are enough people.

Looking forward to seeing those we have not yet had the chance to be “At
Home” to, and best wishes to all, on behalf of the Elders,

Ken Bartlett: 8974 5453
Liz Cook: 8549 1373

Plus ca change......

“It's amazing”, | said to Teresa over the muesli one morning when | was
starting to think about the current edition, “how much Church News has
changed over the years”. She looked a bit sceptical. “Just compare it now with
what is was like ten years ago or so; you wouldn’'t recognise it". Teresa
continued to look sceptical, so | rummaged through the recycled kitchen
equipment packaging we optimistically call our home archive, thinking there
might be an article in all this.
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We were both right. Church News has changed - but not always in the ways |
had imagined: enough though to encourage me to turn on the computer.

At first sight, a lot of the differences seem quite superficial and essentially
‘technology-driven’. There is much more use of photography, for example,
allowing editors to move on from the rather coy little line-drawings on which
they used to have to depend to illustrate and break up copy. We've had some
cracking covers with more visuals and less text. There’s lots more material
gleaned from the internet. And of course editors have been able to experiment
with different formats (A4 rather than A5) and themed editions, neither of
which would have been feasible without the readily available and user-friendly
software which most of us take for granted on our computers these days.

The upshot of all this, however, is far less superficial. Photography has made
Church News much more immediate. Striking covers have provided a stronger
invitation to readers to delve into what's inside. The internet gives the (lay)
editor easier access to outside perspectives. Experimental editions have
helped to keep Church News fresh — and newsworthy in its own right. And all
these factors give editors much more scope to leave their own unique thumb-
print on their individual editions, making Church News that much more
interesting a read (?)

But, to take Teresa’s point, much is still the same. The structure has remained
largely immune to the vagaries of fashion and technology. You can continue
look forward to a Minister’'s Letter, a Secretary’s Report, Pastoral News, the
Church Diary, news of recent and forthcoming events, appeals, and plenty of
other regular features — now as in years past. And in more or less the same
place in the magazine, too! This to me is entirely positive. If you were to sit
down and write a brief for a church magazine, these are the sorts of items
which would certainly be high up on most readers’ wish lists.

I wonder what else would be on such lists. More “contributions of reflection
and opinion”, requests for which editors piously but pretty fruitlessly copy from
one edition to the next on the inside rear cover? With a few honourable
exceptions (and | do wish | could claim to be one of them) we seem to be more
inclined than in the past to leave it up to just Lesley and Derek to challenge us
between Church News’s covers. Which, of course, they do outstandingly! But |
for one miss the thought-provoking little articles Fred Randall used to write for
Church News (under the typically modest guise of “fillers”) and the debate on
the pages of subsequent editions that they sometimes generated.

Perhaps the magazine would benefit from a return to a bit more of this kind of
dialogue.
Vaughan James
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Autism awareness training

In consultation with churches in our cluster, the Christian charity, Through the Roof,
is organising an event on autism awareness at URC New Malden on Saturday 17
October from 10.00 to 13.00. Coffee and arrivals from 09.30

Tim Wood, together with another trainer with personal experience of autism, will be
running a training seminar on ‘Including young people with Autism Spectrum
Disorders in church life’. Cost is £8 (E5, concessions’). Please contact the Revd
Bruce Stuart to indicate your intention to attend .There needs to be a minimum of 20
persons attending for the event to be held. Bruce can be contacted on 020 8942
6362 or emailed at abc.stuartl@googlemail.com

Youth work training at KURC

Southern Synod will be using our premises to run a training session for children’s
leaders, ‘Core skills for children's work’, on Saturday 19 September.

10.30 - 12.30: challenging behaviour

14.00 — 16.00: transitions (supporting children through change)

For more details about this event or to book a place, please contact:
Nick White, Children's & Youth Development Officer (CYDO)

United Reformed Church Southern Synod

Youth House, Marlborough Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 5HR

Tel. 01634 578003 Email: cydo@urcsouthern.org.uk

Website: www.urcsouthern.org.uk/youthandchildren.htm

Further training opportunities will be advertised in September to take place later in
the autumn,

URC 2010 prayer handbook
‘Gathered to the heart of God’

The prayer handbook has been published every year for
well over 30 years. Its collection of unique prayers and
meditations has attracted a wide and dedicated
readership within the United Reformed Church and
elsewhere. It will appeal to individual Christians wishing
to follow a contemporary weekly prayer life and those
churches wanting to bring the modern world into their
worship.

The handbook is available from the URC Bookshop, 86
Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT; tel 020 7916
8629; bookshop@urc.org.uk. Price £4.90 + P&P
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How to contribute to
Church News

Contributions on matters of
reflection and opinion as well as
reports of activities are welcome.

Copy for Church News must
reach the editor(s) no later than
midday on the second Sunday in

the month. Electronic copy is

preferred, by email or on
diskette. Typed or hand-written
copy should be left in the editor’s

pigeon-hole opposite room 6.

The next copy deadline is
12 noon on
Sunday 13 September 2009.
Editors:

Bron Robinson & Alice Charlton

www.kingstonurc.org

You can also keep in touch with worship and activities at our church
through our website. Log on and subscribe to regular e-updates today!
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Kingston United Reformed Church —

information

A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in
our services and activities

Our Sunday Services :

10:00 — Traditional Worship
(with communion first Sunday
monthly)

11.30 — Interactive Worship
(with communion on the last Sunday
monthly

18:30 — Reflective Worship
(with communion on the third Sunday
monthly)

20:00 — Contemporary Worship
(on the first Sunday monthly only)

On the second Sunday of each
month a combined service at 11:00
replaces the 10:00 and 11:30
services.

Tea and coffee are served between
the 10:00 and 11:30 services, before
the 11:00 service on the second
Sunday and after the 18:30 service.

During the 10:00 service there are
group activities for children  of all
ages. Children go to their groups at
the end of the second hymn. Visiting
children are welcome to join them.

Kingston United Reformed Church is
a member of the Local Ecumenical
Project in Kingston Town Centre with
its partners All Saints Parish Church
in the Market Place and Kingston
Baptist Church in Union Street.

Minister Rev Lesley M Charlton
12 Regent Road

Surbiton KT5 8NL

Tel: 020 8399 4423

Email: minister@kingstonurc.org
Associate Minister : Rev Suk-In Lee
144 Malden Road

New Malden KT3 6DS

Tel: 020 8949 2070

Email: leesukin@hotmail.com

Church Secretary : Derek Winsor
4 Quayside Walk

Charter Quay

Kingston upon Thames KT1 1HY
Tel: 020 8949 9967

Church Treasurer : Robin Hoar
76 Langham Road

Teddington TW11 9HJ

Tel: 020 8977 1524

Church Organist : Tony Wenman
7 Common Road

Claygate, Surrey KT10 OHG
Tel: 01372 464709

Youth Worker : Emily Young
Tel: 07960 330 556
Email: emilyrayoung@hotmail.com

Premises Manager : Michael Brennan
Monday — Friday 09:00 — 17:00

Tele: 020 8549 1888

Email: premises@urckingston.org.uk

Private prayer : The Sanctuary is open daily
from 11:30 to 13:30

Coffee and tea : Our foyer is normally open
every weekday and Saturday from 11:00 until
14:00 for coffee and tea.

A listening ear : If you would like to talk with
someone about a matter of concern and you
can't find anyone with a “Listener” badge,
speak to the coffee-server or get in touch
with the Minister.

28




Church News — September 2009

29



